
= 'Eastern . Idaho Demos l~massed chance 
By BEN J. PLASTINO served two terms ~n District 27 , votes two t ears ag?, s~id they.did not to . do this. through a write-in C!lm-

Post-Register columnist . made up mostly of Bmgham _County. want to spend their time a11:d money paig~, b_ut is a_l~o the _party nommee 
, Eastern Idaho Democrats m gen- Under the new reapport10nment to run in the new reapportionment m Distnct 31 m Madison and Teton 

e~al and particu!arly those ~n ~onl).e- pl_an, eastern Idaho &ot a . ne~ dis- · district made· up of all of Bonneville counties. ~e has 11:ot 4ecided which 
ville County failed to capitalize on tnct, known as flotenal Distnct 33, and Teton counties. seat he will seek; it will depend on 
winning~ place on November's gen- ~ade µp of nine eastern Idaho coun- Formerly, they competed in the how much financial support he is 
eral election ballot. ties. eastern third of Bomneville and all of able to drum up. 

They did not take advantage of sit- -Two Republicans were appointed Teton. Miller said he also has lost Republicans filled their tickets for 
uations where three more seats. were to fill vacancies last year, Sen. Ann interest at least for this year. They all legislative positions but the Dem--
offered under the new legislative Rydalch and Rep. Preston Brimhall, also said they were less interested in ocrats left vacancies for three Senate 
reapportionment plan; fo~r Republi- b~t they h~ve yet ~o test their constit- competing in tlie nine-county flo- sea~s. and three state representative 
can mcumbents voluntanly gave up uents' votmg sentiments. • terial district. positions. 
their posts, and two others are John Ohman, Idaho Falls attorney, There is however, some intense Those unopposed for the gener~l 
replacements who have not been Bonneville County Democrat state interest am~ng the Democrats in two election except for the remote possbi-
tested jn elections. . con:i~itteeman and a veterai:i Id~ho other outlying legislative districts: lity o_f write-ins are are Sens. Mark ' 

It was a _rare opportumty that eager political leader, blames the situation In District 31 made up of Madison G. R1~ks, Rexburg, and Vearl Crys-
Democratic candidates may not be on apathy on the part of both Demo- and Fremont Counties, four strong tal, Rigby, and a newcomer, Mike 
offered again for a long time. crat and Republican candidates, but Democrats vied for Seat A to replace Crapo, Idaho Falls, for the Senate; 

Of the 18 legislators in· the 10 east- particularly the former. Hammond. • and Reps. John 0. Sessions, Driggs; : 
em Idaho counties now, only two "It appears Democrats are In a close race, Tom Kershaw, JoAn E. Wood, Rigby, and Reed 
are Democrats: House Minority resigned to the fact this area is a Sugar-Salem school superintendent, Hansen, Idaho Falls, an in District 
Leader Melvin Hammond, Rexburg, Republican stronghold," he said. won by 13 votes over Keith Larsen, 32, for the House; 
and Sen. Jerry Wellard, Blackfoot. "Also many of the possibly strong Rexburg businessman. Close behind Among the Democrat neophytes 

Hammond has yielded his seat to Democrat candidates have lost inter- were Darrell Moss, Sugar City coun- looking strong is Ron Hampton, who , 
become president of the LDS est this year. cilman and Roger J. Hoopes, Rex- will challenge Mrs. Rydalch for Seat 
Church's _Bolivian M!ssion. Wellard "The Bo_n_neville Democrat Cen- burg attorney. . C_ in District_ 32 .. Hampton and h_is • 
was appomted last wmter to replace tral Committee does not have much In District 30 emcompassmg Jef- wife were active m eastern Idaho m 
Sen. Isra~l Merrill, Blackfoot, \\'.ho fin_ancing, but we could have helped ferson, Butte, Lemhi, Custer and beh?lf of former Sen. Fr~nk Church 
was appomted to the Idaho Racmg a little." Clark counties James Herndon, dunng his last two campaigns. • 
Commission. Ohman said Bonneville Demo- well-known Sal~on attorney is a for- Most of the Democrats entered in 

All three Idaho Falls Republican cratic party leaders were not sue- midable competitor against Rep. Ray the race for eastern Idaho legislative : _ 
incumbents in Legislative J?istrict cessful i~ ~etting strong candidates to E. Infanger, also of Salmon. Herndon s~ats are compa{ative newcom_ers .. It , 
29, made up of west Bonneville and ,seek pos1t1ons. • • is the son of Charles Herndon, who dims Democrats chances of wmnmg ' 
Butte County, decided to step aside. Pressure was exerted particularly was the favored Democrat nominee Senate control or appreciably closing 
They are Sen. J. M~rsden Williams, on such well-known figure~ as John for governor in 1966, but was killed the wide gap in the House. Republi- . 
who has served nme terms, Rep. Combo, an attorney, and Bill Storer, in a plane crash before the general cans control the Senate 21-14 and the 
Kurt L. Johnson~ who also served Iona mayor, who both ran close Sen- election. House 51-19. 
°:ine two-Y.ear terms, an~ Rep. _Mar- ate r~ces against ~ntrenched Republi- Also appearing as a strong aspirant . Yet. if these _newcom ers wage 
tm B. Tnllhaase, who Just fimshed can mcumbents m 1982; and Wen- is Merrill J. Rose, St. Anthony mtens1ve campaigns and appeal to ) 
two term_s.. . . dell Miller,. a former long-time state mayor. He may seek ? re~res~ntative voters they could ~pring upsets here 

Also g1vmg up h1,s seat 1s Rep. D. representative. Combo and Storer, seat in the new flotenal d1stnct 33 of and there. But t heir chances at ,pres- ' 
Cornell Thomas , Pingree , _ who who each lost by less than 1,000 the nine counties. He won the · right ent look faint. 


