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This I.F. election 
may he first time 
all .run unopposed · 1 

By BEN J. PLASTINO r 1h~ mayor has said property_ t~x \ 
Post-Register columnist supphes only 11 percent of the city s 

~ The lack of opposition to the ~udget. About h_alf o~ the ci ty' s 
mcm:i~ents in Tuesday's Idaho Falls . 11:icome, o( course, 1s furnished by the •• 
mumc1pal election attests to the high city el_ectncal depart~ent, with the 
level _of confidence most city voters other mcome emanatn?-g from water, 
have !n the pre~ent administration. sew_er and garbage se~v.1ces. 

Gomg back mto records dating to 1 he lack of oppos1t1on may harm 
the incorporation of Idaho Falls irt another proposal on the city ballot 
I 900, this is believed to be the first -. the $ 1.65 million indoor swim-
slate of candidates to all run unop- mmg_ pool. Als<? up for an advisory 
posed. vote 1s the locat10n of the pool. 

It speaks highly for Mayor Thomas It follow~ that without opposi~ion 
Camp~ell and the three incumbent to the candidates there may be a hght 
councilmen, Melvin Erickson, Ralph 1, v~te. Th~ p~ol ,bond _needs a tw~-
Wood and Paul Hovey. The mayor thirds maJonty, and this may be d1f-
has served the third .longest of any ficult to garner under the circumstan-
mayor., with eight years. On the " ces. . 
council , Erickson has served 20 If th~rc 1~ an unusually light vote, 
years, Hovey 16 and Wood 12. • the sw1rp.mmg pool proposal may be 

Although most people feel there defeated, because the opposition -
sho~ld ~e opposition to give voters a ' m~de . up o~d_er p~rsons and those 
ch01ce, 1t must be admitted that any obJe~tmg 1o . 1gher taxes - may turn 
chal~en~er would have little chance out m large fo;,mbers. If there is a 
ofwmnmg. moqera~e or heavy vote, the proposal 

No!]lina~ing petitions were issued could wm. 
to U!}tdent1fied challengers to each of Records show thit ~,551 . or only 
the mcumbents, but they did not file 23.3 percent of the r~gistered 19,495 
those petitions. I vote~s, t~rned out in the _last city 

The mayor and city councilmen elect10n m 1983. In that mstance, 
say !hey have kept taxes and the cost there was _only token opposition to 
of city services the lowest of any of • th~ three mcu1pbents, Sam Saka$U-
Idaho's cities. chi, _Art Chandler and Wesley Deist, 

• . Th~ mayor cites the fact that the who ea~h won ~Y about 3-1 m~rgins. 
city 1s functioning on a cash basis ~lect10n Registrar Ellen Brngham 
and has enough money on hand to said 20,113 are registered, slightly 
pay in advance for haff of this fiscal over the 19,495 of two years ago. Sh,e I 
y~ar. f1:e said that in another year the 
city will have enough cash on hand 
to pay in advance for the next year, 
which apparently would make it the 
only city in the state in that posi-
tion. The city has a budget of about 
$47 million. 

I 
said absentee balloting has been 
slow, with only about 60 issued so 
far. This compares with 161 in 1983. 

It would appear that a vote turn­
out of over 4,000 would be needed 
for the pool proposal to · pass. How­
ever, there has been no strong organ­
ized opposition to the proposal. 

The pool proposal attracted a 64 
percent majority in 1981, just short 
of the 66. 7 percent margin needed 
for passage. 

"If there is a light vote it (pool pro­
posal) might go down to defeat," 
warned the mayor. 

As far as location is concerned, 
there is little doubt that the location 
at Boulevard at Seventh Street, loca­
tion of the old Idaho Falls High 
School , will win overwhelming 
approval. 

The other two locations are near 
Skyline High School at the south­
western outskirts and the other at 
Freeman Park on the northwestern 
fringe. . 

The preponderance of the city pop­
ulation resides east of the railroad 
tracks, and the majority will vote for 
the Boulevard location while the 
westside inh bitants, who are in 
~inority, will be further split by vot­
mg on two locations in their areas. 

n 1s neartenmg to see considerable 
contests in other cities of east Idaho 
and ther~ should be some interesting 
races. The candidates must be com­
mended and even admired because 
the financial future most cities face is 
ind~e~ bleak. , i.. 

Cities are strapped by restrictions 
of the 1 Percent Initiative, falling city 
revenue and the prospect that federal 
revenue sharing funds will be drasti­
cally cut i_n _th~ future and perhaps .. 
eventually· ehmma~ed. :. • 

That's not to mention the diffi- · 

I 
culty of gettin~ .. • Iiabi.lity insurance, , 
the la_ck of wh}ch may hold 1mayors . 
and city council members personally • 
liable. • a 

Spec i a I e l e c t i o n s i n cl u de t.1e 
$240,000 water and sewer rever;ys- • 
bond in Driggs, a $ I 60,000 water • a 
tern revenue bond in Victo,~ue 
$550,000 water and sewer re•, and 
bond in rural Bingham Countn the 
a $1 millio.n levy override ~t. 
North Fremont Hospi1al Distri< 

Some residents who oppose the 
Boulevard location say it would 
reduce the value of homes , near the 
site. Yet, the old Idaho Falls High • 
School (which later became the Cen- f 
tral Junior High School) was located 
at that site, which certainly brought 
more traffic congestion that an 
indoor swimming pool would. The 
school was destroyed by fire several • 
years ago. 

Th~ Boulevard swimming pool site 
provides for 240 off-street parking 
spaces. . 

City pool committee members said 
that based on an average $60 000 
home, the swimming pool ~ost 
would be none the first year, 95 cents 
per mo~th for the second year and 65 
cents m~nthly for each subsequent 
year until the bonds are retired in 15 
ye~,r~. , 


