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. Post-Register political editor 
. Now that the National Repub­
iican Convention is put to -rest 
and Ronald Reagan and George 
Bush are rla rned as the· standard 
hearers. watch for the national 
polls to take a flipflop. 

It's happened in most election 
years and there is no reason t9 
believe it won't take place 
again 

For that reason, the celebra­
tion of experted general election 
victories by the Repuhlicans at 
their national convention in De­
troit last week may be prema­
ture - a situation the more 
astute and professional Republi­
cans know. 

Polls thi.s far ahead of the 
erection and even a month be­
fore voting time are misleading 
as many candidates have pain-

, fully found out 
* * * 

At present polls indicate that 
Carter· is far behind and the Re­
Jmhlicans smell victory. The lat­
c-.t national polls about a month 
ago showed Reagan holding 
what a1lpea!s a wide dozen point 
t·dge when he wasn't even the 
nomint>e. After the Democrats 
select Presdent Carter to head 
their tickt>ts watch how th.- polls 
report the gap narrowing. 

Just last November, the ABC­
Harris poll showed Carter had 
forged into the front over Rea­
gan 52-45, but only two months 
earlier was ~railing 50-45. It's 
now amusing to see that Sen. 
Edward Kennedy held a 2-1 lead 
over Reaf{an and a comfortable 
<me over Carter. Now look at 
Ted Kennedy staggering around 
for the final knockout which will 
be delivered at the National 
Democratic Convention in mid­
Aug~st _at N~;" Y~:~ City. 

The Post-R~gis _,r 
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Idaho Falls, Idaho, Sunday, July 27, 1980 
- CTnTy7;:-tst May, nus same poll 
showed Reagan with 39 percent 
of the vote, Carter 33 percent 
,111d John Anderson with 29 per­
C'Pnt. The poll then revealed that 
if n:spondents wen' asked how 
they would vote if they thought 
Anderson really had a chance, 
the result~ narrow to 35 perc<.>nt 
for Reagan,.31 for Carter and 29 
for And(lrson. This would indi­
rat<.> he would take more votes 
,nvay from Reagan then Carter, 
or 4 percent from Reagan and 2 
pPrcent from CartPr. The pres­
c>nt analysis from the so-called 
1>xperts ' ctoesn't indicate that 
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I co~stantly abusing him while in 
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office, regardless of who he is. 
At the same time, they have re­
elected their presidents since 
Republican Herbert Hoover's 
depression debacle in the early 
30s. Ford was beaten four years 
ago but he never had been elect­
ed either as a president or vice 
president, merely appointed. 

* * * 
Only after Carter is named the 

Democratic nominee next 
month and the two main con­
tenders lock horns in debates 
and campaign will voters get an 
inkling of how the two ca.ndi-

* * * dat.es really stand. 
It wa-; observed, l,1sr fall and There are many imponder~ 

winter that the sizeable Carter ables that bring complPxities in I 
lead was prPmature and would the coming campaign among \ 
likdy Pvaporate. This has hap- them the presence of Anderson 

_ J<'n"(I. No~v RPap-1n hold::;~ the ,..... as the independent candidate i 

advantage bu h(l als~ ta,:cs the and if the economy will stage a 
s::lm(l problems of seemg 1t melt forecast upturn. Those are fac­
away as tlw campaign pro- ' tors that could bring startling 
gresses. reversals of the present trend~ 

Carter's performance as a · • 
prP-sid.-nt may have falle.n shod From this long distance view 
of spectacular but his skill as a the presidential race could tur~ 
campaigner is recognized. One out to be a humdgingt>r - or 
has only to go back four years some unforeseen drastic devel- • 
ago wh.-n he easily won the nom- opment could throw it decisively 
ination aftt>r months of prepara- to one of the main contenders. 
tions and then nosed out the Re- 1'~e poll that really counts Nov .4 
publican incumbent GNald wdl decide. 
Ford in th" general. 

Carter has the advantages of 
incumbPncy anrl he has shown 
I,(' can usP this to pffective 
advantage. 

Ameri<·ans have a rf'rord of 
el<>rting a prPsidc>nt and then 

by the Idaho Statesman newspa­
per as "A Distinguished Citi­
zen", to represent blacks; the 
Re_y. William Moffett, ministe_r 

-- - ---at Kamiah, representing Ameri-
can Indians; Charles Shaffer, 
Caldwell insurance agent, rep­
resenting senior citizens; and 
Frank Sanchez, employed with 
EG&G, and Frances Arausa, 
with the home school coordina­
tion program, both of Idaho 
Falls, representing Hispanics . 

"This is a bid for the minority 
vote in Idaho," said Olsen."We • 
want them to know there ·· is a 
place for them in the electoral 
process and particularly in the 
Republican Parfy." Olsen con-
tended minorities can be best 
helped in the long run by individ­
ual enterprise and initiative, 
rather than ,temporary pladng 

, them on a dole. 
"We think the Republican phi­

losophy will aid and -encourage 
the individual -effort,." said 
Olsen. "The dole oft times fills 
the belly but improvishes the 
soil." 

In answer to a question that 
the Idaho Legislature had shown 
little sympathy to help the Aid to 
Dependent Children program in 
recent sessions, particularly the 
special session, Olsen refuted 
this. 

He contended the Republican­
controlled Legislature appro­
priated more money for the last 

, two years than . the Demora ~ic 
1 governor had requested in his 

budget messages. He said in 1979 
the Ugislasture appropriated 
$1.4 million more and in 1980, the 
amount was $100,000 more. 

Olsen contended Republicans 
have been friends of minorities 
and those in need of help, despite 
charges to the contrary. 

He vowed the Republican 
Party will underscore this point 
in the coming political election 
campaign. 


