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BY REN J. PLASTINO 

Post-Register political editor 
Now that the National Repub­

lican Convention is put to -rest 
and Ronald Reagan and George 
Bush are rlamed as the· standard 
bearers. watch for the nati~mal 
polls to take a flipflop. 

It's happened in most election 
years and there is no reason t9 
believe it won't take place 
again 

For that reason, the celebra­
tion of experted general election 
victories by the Repuhlicans at 
their national convention in De­
troit last week may be prema­
ture - a situation the more 
astute and professional Republi­
cans know. 

Polls this far ahead of the 
erection and even a month be­
fore voting time are misleading 
as many candidates have pain-

,, fully found out 
* * * 

At ruesent polls indicate that 
Carter· is far behind and the Re­
publicans smell victory. The lat­
est national polls about a month 
ago showed Reagan holding 
what appears a wide dozen point 
1..·dge when ·he wasn't even the 
nominee. After the Democrats 
select Prcsdent Carter to head 
their tickets watch how the polls 
report the gap narrowing. 

Just last November, the ABC­
Harris poll showed Carter had 
forged into the front over Rea­
gan 52-45, but only two months 
earlier was trailing 50-45. It's 
now amusing to see that Sen. 
Edward Kennedy held a 2-1 lead 
over Rca~an and a comfortable 
one over .arter. Now look at 
Ted Kennedy staggering around 
i:or the final knockout which will 
be delivered at the National 
Democratic Convention in mid­
Aug~st _at N~;" Y~:~ City. 
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- CTnTy7;:-ist May, nus same poll 

showed Reagan with 39 percent 
of the vote, Carter 33 percent 
.1nd John Anderson with 29 per­
cr>nt. The poll then revealed that 
if n•spoT)dents werp asked how 
they would vote if they thought 
Anderson really had a chance, 
the results narrow to 35 percc>nt 
for Reagan, 31 for Carter and 29 
for Anderson. This would indi­
ra te he would take more votes 
,1way from Reagan then Carter, 
or 4 percent from Reagan and 2 
pPrcent from Carter. The pres­
ent analysis from the so-called 
Pxperts doesn't indicate that 

constantly abusing him while in 
office, regardless of who he is. 
At the same time, they have re­
elected their presidents since 
Republican Herbert Hoover's 
depression debacle in the early 
30s. Ford was beaten four years 
ago but he never had been elect­
ed either as a president or vice 
president, merely appointed. 

* * * Only after Carter is named the 
Democratic nominee next 
month and the two main con­
tenders lock horns in debates 
~nd ~ampaign will voters get an 
rnklmg of how the two candi-now. 

* * * dates really stand. 
It wns observed 1,isr foll and • There are many imporictez::7 

\Vintn· that the sizPable Carter able~ that bring complexities in ! 
lead was premature and would the coming campaign, among 1 

likely P\'aporate. This has hap- . them the presence of Anderson 
H'nr>d. Now Rpao-'.'ln h0lds l~" _ as the independent candidate t 

advantage bti"fhe also faces the and if the economy will stage a 
s;-ime problems of seeing it melt forecast upturn. Those are fac-
away as the campaign pro- ' tors that could bring startling 
gresses. reversals of the present trend. 

Carter's performance as a 
president may have falle.n short 
of spectacular but his skill as a 
campaigner is recognized. One 
has only to go back four years 
ago wh.-n he easily won the nom­
ination after months of prepara­
tions and t.hen nosed out the Re­
publican incumbent Gerald 
Ford in the genn:il. 

Carter has the advantages of 
inC'umbeney _and he has shown 
hP ran. USP this to effective 
advantage. 

Amerif·ans have a record of 
elc>rting a prPsident and then 

From this long distance view, 
the presidential race could turn 
out to be a humdginger - or , 
some unforeseen drastic devel­
opment could throw it decisively 
to one of the main contenders. 
The poll that really counts Nov.4 
will decide. 


