The election eye...

GOP expected to take

hardline right stance

BY BEN J. PLASTINO
Post-Register political editor

The Idaho Republican plat-
form and resolutions are
expected to veer as far to the
right as the Democrats swerved
to the left in their state conven-
tions.

That is to say that both parties
will not occupy the extremist
positions in either direction but
neither will they hover near cen-
ter.

It is hoped the Republicans
will clearly define their posi-
tions on the myriad of issues,
just as did the Democrats, even
though this is not the most popu-
lar thing to do. At least it will
give the voters a definite choice
of candidates, based to mtich ex-
tent on the philosophical differ-
ences.
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Views expressed by Idaho Re-
publican Chairman Dennis M.
Olsen in another story appear-
ing on this page pretty well con-
firm what party delegates will
do in their state convention at
Boise nest weeekend — take a
hardline right stance.

They can be expected to adopt |
resolutions that will-call for the
maximum multiple use develop-
ment of wilderness, Forest Ser-
vice and other public lands;
warmly support the Sagebrush
Rebellion intended to turn muen-
of public lands to state control,
and for full development of natu-
ral resources with the environ-
ment to take second position.
These are positions diametri-
cally opposed to the Idaho Dem-
ocrats’.

It’s rather academic in taking
position on the Equal Rights
Amendment but the Republi-
cans likely will overwhelming
favor its rescission, just as the
Democrats supported the ratifi-
cation by a 3-1 voice vote mar-
gin.

It would be no surprise if
Republicans seriously consider
and adopt the Liberty Amend-
ment which even Olsen, Sen.
James McClure and Rep.
George Hansen view with less
than enthusiastic support. U.S.
Rep. Steve Symmis is a leading
advocate of this proposal,
which, in effect, would put the
federal goverment out of busi-
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The Republican platiorm and

resolutions can be expected to

contain such phrases as “consti-

tutional government’’ (what

other kind is there in the U,S.?),

and some others used by Olsen
such as “basic values” and

“fundamental principles” and
others that underscere the phi-
-losophical avid conservatism of
the majority of leaders.

.The Republicans, as con-
trasted with the Democrats,
also are expected to come to the
defense of the Legislature, and
their own congressional delega-
tion.

This will clearly draw the line
for this fall’s general election.

Missing will be the colorful
fight for national convention del-
egates because Ronald Reagan
is virtually alone, following the
withdrawal of his rivals. As
matters stand, Reagan likely
will get all of Idaho’s 21 dele-

gates, now that John Anderson
virtually forfeited the meager
two he won by becoming an in-
dependent candidate. Actually
most of Anderson’s votes came
from Democrats who crossed
into the Republican primary to
vote for Jim Jones and against
Hansen, and the moderate Re-
publicans who are now in the
abject minority.
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The Republicans do have a
headline speaker in House Mi-
nority Leader John Rhodes of
Arizona. Two bitter retired gen-
erals, Maj. Gen. Jack K. Sing-
laub and Lt. Gen. Daniel 0. Gra-
ham, are expected to fuel con-
troversies against the nation’s
foreign and military policy.
The convention committees,
however, are headed by capable
and moderate leaders which

. might temper somewhat the

phrasings. Rep. Jack Ken-

newick, R-Boise, the assistant
House majority leader, aided by
Senate Majority Jim Risch,
Boise, head the platform com-
mitte, and Rich Hendricks,
Preston, former administrative
assistant to Rep. Hansen,is
chairman of the resolutions
committee

After attending both state
conventions more than a quar-
ter of a century, there appears
little question the Democrats
really do have more fun. Maybe
it’s because they don’t take
themselves too seriously-—
something the Republicans
could well follow.

Hopefully, the Republicans
will streamline their platform
and resolutions to a workable
quantity and quality. The Demo-
crats bulky 18 pages resembled
a copy of the day’s proceedings
of the congressional journal, and
were just about as interesting.



