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Th·e,decision ofNels T ;:Sahl, St. seat. He didn't seek re-election 

.\nthonrattorney and : Fremont because he became disgusted when 
=:ounty · Democratic chairman, to the courts took over the touchy reap­
Jecome a· write-in legislative candi- • portionment issue from the Legisla­
fate, brings -to· 'mind a similar and ture. He was · also frustrated over 
rnccessful effort iri Bonneville many other legislative issues. 
County in 1980. • ----:___ Trillhaase, however, was proud of 

Martin B. ' Trillhaase, Idaho .. Falls - his record because he says he had 
mechanical, engineer, r.,1as the . star taken leading roles in legislation to 
player .. As far as anybody .can control Utah P6wet & Light Co.'s 
remember, he is the only one in east- soaring power rates. He also takes 
ern 'Idaho to win .a legislative seat in • credit for "taking the teeth out" of 
such manner. f . ,, , the 55 mph federal speed limit law 

Rep. · Wendell Mill er, D-Idaho by making the penalty to drivers for 
Falls, .was .the incumbent-in the elec- speeding in Idaho only a maximum 
tion. Friends of Trillhaase launched $5 fine and no demerits. , 
a campaign; without advance. public- 1 1 Sahl, a former Fremont County 
ity, :•for the· May · primary,· intending-- prosecutor, is rated by observers to 
to gefat least 50 write-in votes. With have a good chance of ousting the 
50 --votes, -Trillhaase's ,name could Republican incumbent, Rep. Cyril 
aRi>tar , '6,n'i.:t1'f Nox ~.mp~t:gen~-i;al. • 0 ,, Burt, retired St. Anthony farm ;, 
election ballot. It was a· close call. He equipment dealer. lie could perhaps 
got 48 votes in Bonneville County crack the all-Republican eastern 
and it was believed at first the move- ·; ldaho-legi~lative delegation. 
ment had failed. Howev~r, it· was '. ·. Brent Bell, of Rexburg, the Madi- -
found \;:later that three more Trill- ' • son County Democratic chairman, 
tiaase··. write-in votes had been cast in . said he .also is working for a write-in 
Butte · County, then part of. the legis.:. :, candidate to oppose another Repub- . 
lative district. : , ,,_ _ ,,«.·/ - ~- lican incumbent, Rep. R.L. "Dick" / 
.. "It _wa s mifrien:ds th~t .did it and : Davis, retired Rexburg contractor. , 
it ~as ,a,.;surpdse :to _,m·e,~~~ recalled) One who he mentioned is Tom Koc­
Tnllhaase. • • .; shaw, retired Sugar-Salem School 

•. In whac.:was then , co.nsidered a : District superintendent. There may 
mild upset Trillhaase u~~~ated Mil- be others. Davis defeated Kershaw in 
ler, ,a four-t~rm_ • yeteran,\ ~n • a close '. • t 984. 
contest. Two years later, trillhaase 1

. The races would. be in District 31, 
repeated the victory by a wider mar- · . made up of Fremont and Madison 
gin . ... • • ~- , . ~ . . ·: counties. 

. Trillhaase, an Idaho Falls resident . Bell said efforts -to recruit Melvin 
32 years, . served two two;ye&r terms ·; Hammond, popular former Demo­
before ·h¢, ,voluntarily _ gave ,· up_ his · cratic House -leader, to run have 

:• , _..,: l. . ,1. ., .. ~-- _;, 

failed. Hammond served e_igh<te~~·s :.; R~Salmpn" i,t'ot o,p;ij~~St f ~ .1)1 
m the Ho.use,_ half of the time as the -, M,cMurtrey, of Arc~.~-i~ ,,_~},; . 
House mmonty leader.-. He gaye .. trn_,.. , Incumbents -at th1s·arme' sboul 
his seat in 1984 to become president 

1 
favored,1 but that could chaqg~ j 

of the Bolivia LDS Missi~n. , He ,l campaign a~,ead: ' lt~,'· • .[.' ~_1,,? .,. 
returned last fall .to r~sume his _Ricks ~ In. Bon~~ville CM n_tyt D,em_: •. o 
College pr~fessorsh1p: ~e s_aid he 1,; Chatr~an;Russ~lk{)\.'~\>b . 5i\Ys 
presently i_s busy bu1ld11~g;- a_,. n~,~ -i searching for wnte.;1mrcand1date 
home. ,. . • it,~:-,, +., \ '.f';! ~,;,. t~ere"; is Jjttlft,imeJ;le,}~fort'pot 

S?hl 1s t~e first county Democratic _ t10~. T4e· secretary~{ot ·~tate.~µiu 
chairman m eastern Idaho to enter notified of such· a,,can<i1date by 
himself as a candidate. Earlier in . 19, five days before i,the:,May;,2, 
Bingham County, Jeff Colson :. mary election. ' ., v.,-",,1.~:,.,i., ,, ~1

i'\:-

appointed himself to run • agairt~t-, a:•:, .~ Thos~ ... Democra'\~ ··.who coul 
R ~pub l i c_a n inc.um b ~ n t, ; Re P. c~ns,i9~red: ~,lectable t3J ~~ i!J~t;,, 
Michael Simpsoq,. now ~ the Hou~e.-- Combo,"l,ldaho Falls;··a1l"or_g¢y; 
n:ajorit~ oau~us cha.irro~n, •i, ,,\ \{_;-';hft~~ill_ S_tor~.~,~form~r. I~na :miji~ 

Al~o m Bingham, a· well-known have ben m.-close l@~~~~_nve, -.(~_ 
former state senator,}srael Merrill .of : the past. 1?e~e co~~t.~lJ?iff.r;. 
Blac~foot, filed .. aga~n~~ _Sen,.)~tryn_ dates. , .n .. }~4t• l.•i qti' 1_'•f ~:Y'r1: :i•~•F. 
Twiggs, Senate'' majo~i'ty~'~au¢.us • . 1:here.,ru:e;· o~r:: --f~,llr general 
chairman, in what should -•be ~one: of. f'. bo_n legisl~t,rye_ cq~tests ,, thus f. 
the feature legislative races in Jdahofi~ the·-1 ~ seats :m 'i'. the d lik eastern 
Merrill, now a -~prJng~e,ld ;grPCft,=;~, co'-:lntl~.~- ~t"is the-fe~es,t-num_b 
served 20 years m. the le~islature . record. There were eight. c6ntes 
and was in Senate leadership·. ··He' is'" ...... years ago ·'and mote ~·in ·· pre 
rated by veteran political observers years. • •. . . • 
and 'his peers as one of the mos.tout-: .. / • "fhe <;>1)1.Y, P_q}11ary ;,fjlCe of 

• • · . . • • . • ;. '· t -'·(proportio,Jl. tStJll the ::2nd, Cong 
standmg legislators to . serve-.J r9;1;n,, :. mil . Districf.' tDane Watkins, 
eastern Idaho. . . ~ : ;- ~~ ~ t"'-<:i,, Falls;·' a!1 eig~t-terlll .state se 

The only other le~1sla~1ve cgpJ~s,t~· musr be-··heav.tly,.: favored ·' by 3-
• for the general election .so faq>airs Janet' L. -Reid/' ldaho ·Falls, 
. Republican Rex Furness, of R1~by, phyte who has had little public 
;:and : Democrat Raymond S. Lmd- sure and apparently -meager 
strom, of Lewisville, for the ·seat · paign financing. They are com 
.l;>eing vacated ~Y -~ix-ter~,S~~;-;1v;~~~I 6 f9ii :the R~~.1:tblican'~~riominati 
.. ~ry&tal, R-~W.ISV}ll~. •.. •. ,t'"\~'!- 5-~,:;;} t:,0I?pose _t.he:!.ncu~.~~p.t, De 

.,,_ The only prim·ar,i) egi,slatiye :racet{~~pard·-~tall1~g~, .. :'lf}}.~.., ' 
forces ari e~ght-lermt-veteiifitiancr:f~ ~•.r:;;,. ·<t,ft (Ben Plast_m9:·1s.:a Post­
heavy favonte, Rep~, Ray E. !~fa:ng~r, . , z,ster </ J~mmst.) • 


