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Opinions of candidates same 
t· • 

·ee Idaho men with ties to poli-
1d Congress and who keep their 
fl on the national political pulse 
• nation's capital have similar 
:ms on presid ntial prospects. 
ho's 2nd District Rep. Demo­
'. ichar tallings, and two of his 
cesso1•s, Republican Orval Han­
nd Democrat Ralph Harding, 
:-:t that Vice President George 
will win the Reoublican nomi-

n over what they think is the 
s rious challenger, Senate 

rity Leader Robert J. Dole,· of 
;is. 
,•v also lieve that none of the 
ri't announced Democratic chal­
: r will be nominated, but 
;,d the 'national party conven-
witl deadlocked, forcing the 
at s t ick another candidate. 
~-· name as the most formidable 
;eorgia's Sen. Sam Nunn, New 
1 's S n. Bill Bradley, New York 
_:rnor Mario Cuomo or formet 
n ia Governor Charles Robb. 
,.·v also foreca t that either Bush 
ufe could defeat any of the pres­
rn nounced Democratic candi­
i. However, if another contender 
1e~ ~\ migh~e a different 

story. 
Stallings, now serving his second 

two-year term, expressed hope the 
Democratic National Convention 
this summer will choose a not-yet­
announced nominee from among 
Nunn Bradley, Cuomo or Robb. 

Hansen probably takes the keenest 
interest in national politics as a 
Washington-based attorney and head 
of a political research institute. 

Hansen served 10 years in the 
Idaho Legislature in the late 50s and 
early 60 and then six years in Con­
gress? 196 9- 74 . . H_e remained in 
Washmgton to practice law. • 

"President Reagan," he said , "is 
still personally popular on the Wash-

. ington scene," , but he added in an 
understatement "there has been lots 
of criticism in the way his policies 
have been implemented:" 

"People in Washington have dif­
ferent opinions on political questions 
than the rest of the states," which 
raises the question . whether those in 
power at the nation's capital are in 
tune with the times. 

Hansen said he believes Republi­
can prospects ar much brighter than 
most people vie them. 

He pointed out both Bush and 
Dole are representatives of the cen­
ter. He added Bush actually is much 
more acceptable as an individual 
than he projects himself to be as a 
public speaker. 

"On the other hand, all of the pres­
ently announced Democrats come 
from the left. However, if Nunn can 
be persuaded to change his mind 
from his earlier statement that he is 
not a candidate, he is one 'sleeper' 
who must be watched," said Hansen. 

Nunn, said Hansen, could become 
the prime beneficiary of delegates 
pledged to Jesse Jackson, a candidate 
he believes never could be nomin­
ated, much less elected., 

Hansen hinted that if Nunn were 
the Democra.tic nominee, he could 
defeat either Bush or Dole. Hansen 
said he personally supports Bush. 

Harding, who visited relatives in 
this area recently, also believes Bush 
holds the edge over Dole. He also 
opines that Nun n, despite his "owl­
ish" look, could be elected if chosen 
by the Democrats. 

Harding has been a lobbyist for the 
Philippine sugar interests the past 
five years. A high-pressured pro-

-. 

motcr, he still keeps his hand i 
political cauldron in Washingto 
well as Idaho. He served in the I 
Legislature and also four yea 
Congress, -1961-65. 

Harding also believes the Nat' 
Democratic Convention woul 
deadlocked am ong the pre 
announced candidates, who he 
labels as too far to the left. 
result. another Democrat shoul 
elected the presidential nomine 
said. Unlike Stallings and Ha 
however, Harding doesn't be 
Cuomo should become a viable 
pect. 

''I don't believe his backgr 
could stand a clo e check," he­
He declined to explain further. 
ing did hint that Cuomo could 
the same troubles that plague 
husband of Democratic vice 
dential nominee Geraldine Fe 
in 1984. 

Only recently, Idaho Dem 
Gov. Cecil D. Andrus sugg 
H ouse Majority · Leader Th 
Foley of Washington as a fa\ 
son from the Pacific Northwest. 

(Ben Pia lino is a Po 
Register columnist.) 


