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p ~:)~ i~ ~ 1.l~u: ~~~mis~ ag~o!~e~! ?". gover~ental 
during the Nixon Administration. . member, to head the Bonneville Power appomtments and 0the1 p_arty rr~~tters. 

Idaho Republican Chairmanr r ennis 
M. Olsen said Friday "he is m ,ich im­
pressed" with President-elect Ronald 
Reagan's cabinet seif-'ctic n, part ularly 
of Alexander Haig as secre ary of 
state. 

"This is quite a contrast with some of 
President Carter's appointment;: , f fout 
years ago,·• said Olsen." All of thr• iJeople 
Reagan selected have both the tr .,1ining 
and, experience to ~o the jobs t ,T!;Y are 
called on to do. 

"I think he has done a good job Jf bal­
ancing his cabinet, that we wiH !,ave a 
good gro,up of people with well-1 ounded 
activities who have a proven tr~< k rec­
ord to do the work. I see them as';,i' group 
of people, although with strong 11hiloso­
phical ideas, who are also pn rfoatic. 
They will not take radical acti,i, /is that 
could be self defeating." 

Olsen said hi:> did not know ;r:any of 
them personally bu't he is esrH:c~~ lly 
pleased to see GPneral Alexandr Haig 
as secretary of state. He recalle4 Haig 
was the featured speaker in Htt' ;;11mual 
East Idaho Republican Barbe Uf' at 
Tautphaus _park wo years agr) ;: nd he 
got to know him rd her well. ' 

"He dernonstrai1:d to me a grea depth 
of knowledge and conprehen wn of 
world affairs," said Olsen. 

Olsen sa hl Haig has w.idP experi1. nce in 
the diplomatic field , st~1tion(!d at arious 
times in different basrs in the wo Id and 
familiar with the Middle Ea. L Red 

"I was verv much impressed with his Administration. He_also annou~ced he hkely will be •1 

vast knowledge, yet he is very unassum~ Olsen said an Idaho screening com- c~nd1date_ as chairn:ian fo~ ~ w~stern re-. 
ing," said Olsen. • mittee has been formed, made up of the • gio?a.1 pol~cy co~mi!tee win~!~ 1~ part ?t 

Olsen said he was pleased with the new Idaho congressional delegation, himself a natIOn;N,i,de r~gto?al ?rg~mzat1?~ th~ t 
secretary of interior, James Watt, the as the state chairman, National Commit- ~eagan is conSidermg m his admmistr ct -

Colorado attorney whom he has worked teeman David Little, Emmett, and Na- tion. 
with in the past. , tional Committeewoman Leora Qay, After the inauguration, Olsen said h,. 

"I find him him to be a capa,ble admin- Boise, to review recommendations for and his wife plan to spPnd a vacation a 
istrator who understands the public governmental appointments, both at Yucatan in Mexico for a few <lays. 
lands and the environmental move- Washington and in Idaho. He also plan~ to go to Boise-Friday for 
ment," said Olsen. "He also understands Olsen said three have applied for U.S. a meeting of the Idaho Republican Exec-
the necessity of development of natural attorney and some 25-30 for u .S. mar- utive Commi_ttee to pl~n fo_r the ?iennial 
resources but again I see him as a prag- shal, including Bonneville Sheriff Blaine budget and discuss leg1slat1on of mterest 
matic administrator to achieve certain Skinner, Idaho Falls, who was defeated to the party. 
programs that will not be self defeating. for re-election. Olsen said he feels strongly the party 
He will not be pushed around." Olsen said he also is interested in the conventions should become more irnpor-

Olsen said he expects to see a stream- assertion of Joe Mccarter that he won 't tant, favoring convention endorsement 
lining in procedures in the Department resign as Idaho director of the Farmers for congressional and gubernatorial 
of Interior which will remove long delays Home Administration. candidates. 
in the decision-making process, but also Olsen observed this may serve as a The state chairman said he forts th . 
sees him coming down on the side of de- test case on the right of a new adminis- presidential primary "is a waste of time 
velopment and multiple use, with . less tration to relace appointees of a previous and money'' and should be Plirnina.ted. 
emphasis on lockup approach of the wil- administration. Olsen said he also favored the convrn 
derness: Olsen said there are a number of high tion should select more of thr national 

"The best recommendatiom; for Mr. level jobs in Washington he hopes that delegations. He said in 1980, the pri•nary 
Watt is the fact that some of the rabid Idahoans can be appointed to but he de- . election selected 80 percent of the dei~-
environmentalists opposed him, " said dined to name any applicants at this gates while only 20 percent were chosP11 
Olsen, "but I think reasonable environ- time on the grounds it would harm their by the convention. 
mentalists will have nothing ~o fear from chances and cause them embarrass- "I think by these changes it will make 
him." ment.if they did not win appointment- party conventions more meaningful." 

In another matter, Olsen said he has and most of then wont. said Carter. 
been urging appointments of some Ida- Olsen said he plans to attend the inau- Olsen also reiterated he is · not 
hoans to high goverment positions. guration of Reagan Jan . 16, along with interested in any high governme11t pay-

One that has been mertioned in the his wife, Shelia. At that time he will take ing position but is content to sPrve as th_e 
press is Ralph Wickberg, Boise, the pres- occasion to confer with the Idaho con- state chairman. 


