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t~s~nge~~\ ~d~i~~i!~~rrats On both side of 
Post-Register columnist . . The _resolution passed both cham- House and possibly seven or eight m the issue. This is not because of par-

The 48th Idaho Legislature is split hers with a vote _to spare. Th.e Senate the Senate. tisanship but becauses the lawmakers 
more widely between conservatives voted 22~2 l with Re~ubhcan. Lt. The coalition is actually more con- feel the bills may or may not be for 

• and moderates, rather than between Gov. David Ler~y breaking the tie. It servative than moderate .but is not as the best interest ofldahoans. 
Republicans and Democrats. wa~ approved in th~ House 43-41. rigid as compared with the ultra con- The same can be said on such 

This has been verified by votes so This vote stood as a tie of 42-42 for a sei:vatives and rig~t w~ngers. It may major controversial legislation as lot­
far this session on state employee ·sal- few seconds. but one unidentified shift sever?l votes m differen~ ballots teryes,.child-care licensing, raising the 
aries and educational and state fund- vote was switch~d before the vote on education and state funding and drinking age, transfer of the state 

• ing. was recorded. A tie. vote would have perhaps other iss~es. . . liquor disI?Cnsary system to private 
Aside from the well-publicized defeated the resolution. . Another ~est will C<?me m ballo~n:ig membership, halving the 50-50 tax 

right-to-work measure there have All l .7 Democrats v.o~ed against the on. edu~atton fund in~. _The ngid exemptio~ and .a proposal-to develop 
been few issues which have been split resolution and w_ere Joined by 24 of Jo.mt Fmance-Appropnat10ns Co!ll- mor~ ~tnngent hazardous waste 
along strictly party lines. The right- 67 House Repubhcans. In t_h~ Senate, m1ttee h?s voted for reduc~d funding restnct1ons. . 
to-work measure was passed in both the 14 Democrats w~re Joined by for_pubhc educat10_n and higher edu- . Then ~here are many revenue-rais-
chambers on a strictly party line vote seven of the 28 Repubhcans. C?t10n. ~oth fund~ng recornmenda- mg tax bills. 
with only one Republican, Rep. Ed The measur.~ approv~d a~out ttons will b_e sought for increases One would double the "head tax" 
Brown Pocatello crossing over to $520,000 for reallocat10ns or when ther hit the Senate and House from $10 to $20 per tax return and 
join a ;olid bloc of Democrats. changes in job ratings. A~encies will floors. ~t 1s ex~ect~~ then that ma~y ~mpose a one-time surcharge on 

Gov. John Evans' veto of the mea- be allowed to grant ment rates but Repubhcans ~ill JOm Democrats. m income taxes next year for 6 per 
sure also was overturned on a party- they ~ave t<? be funded through a an effo~t ~o increase the educat10n cent. 
line vote. The bill bans compulsory reduction of Jobs. appropnatw~s. . . Am other would increase the state 
union membership or payment of The governor recommen~ed a 3 Generally, 1t can be sa!d that more cigarette ta;x from 9.1 cents per pack 

> . dues as condition of employment. percent across-the~boar~ ~a1se. The t~an 9Q percent of the bills lack par- to 17 cents, effective Oct. l to coin-
Even repeal of the so-called Little Idaho Personnel C(?mm1ss!on called t1sansh1p. . . . cide with the termination of the fed-

i Davis-Bacon Act, which calls for pre- hor a 5.~ ~ercent h1$ke wh1c~ _would After v1ewmg the L~g1slature for eral tax. 
vailing wages, failed to become a ave ad e about 1 O. 7 milhon to close to ~alf a century, It s~ems t~at A third would cut an investment 
partisan issue. Only five Democrats state personnel coSts. moSt legislators ~re s1.ncere. m votmg tax credit granted businesses and 
in the 42-member Senate voted . !he measu_re beco~es law b~cause for what they thmk will be m the beSt corporations fron 3 to l per cent and 
against repeal. 1t 1s a resolut_10n and 1s not subJect to interest of.the state and regardless of eliminate another tax credit for new 

The vote was so overwhelming in a gu~er!latonal. veto. partisanship. One may not agree with jobs. 
o osition that Evans let it become It ts mterestmg to _note ;h~t some h_ow they vot~, but the lawmak_ers 

1 
1
JJ without his signature He did eastern Idaho_ Repu~hcans J(?tned the sincerely belteve they are voting The news media publicizes the 

express disappointment the repeal Democr~ts m voting agamst the what !hey think the majority of their controversial measures but past elec-
was enacted freeze. It included Sen. Ann Rydalch, constituents wants and what they tion records show those who vote the 

· . . Idaho FaJls, and Reps. Reed Hansen believe will best help the state. conservative line generally win their 
. Perhaps typtf)'.ing the conserva- and Marilyn Stanger, both of ldaho For example on the Swan Falls elections. • 

tive-moderat_e spht w~re recent vo;es Falls, and John 0 . Sessions, Driggs. Dam legislation that brings about Each biennium in the past decade 
on a resolution fre~zmg the salan~s The so-called Republican "moder- adjudication of water rights there are has seen more Republicans and less 
of many of Idaho s l 6,000 public ate" coalition which joins the Demo- numerous crossovers by both Repub- Democrats elected. 


