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WASHING TON - Common 
Cause Tuesday announced the kick 
off of a nationwide campaign to 
heighten public awareness of the 
damaging effect political action com­
mittees have on Congress. 

By BEN J. P1:,AS~INO 
Post-Register political editor 

The Idaho Republ!can Party 
nder Chairman Denms M. Olsen 

<lid little in its semi-annual mee!­
• ng last weekend to blunt charges it 
has failed to strongly back educa-

tio~oncerned Republicans know 
that education will be 'the N~. 1 
state issue in t~e 1984 elect10n 
campaign and_ with ~ome fanfare 
unveiled . a nm~-pom.t program 
designed to help improve the qual­
ity of education in Ida_ho. 

The only trouble with those rec­
ommendations - as comn_iend_ 
able as they may sound - is the 
fact they are ambig~ous and lack 
any sp~cifics relating to . money 
appropnations. 

In many ways, they CB:n be com­
pared with the America°: nag, 
mother and apple _pie to which no 
one would dare obJect. · 

State School Supt. Jerry Evans 
did say he was pleased the Pil!1Y 
took a stand in favor o! eduCJlti(!n 
but that he was disappomted it did 
not contain any dollar amount. 

"It doesn;t have everyt~ing I 
wanted," he said_ in_ referring to 
specific appropnat10ns he ha1 
asked for at the State Boa~d o 
Education a week ago. He said he 
meant to say this rather than the 
quoted "anything I wanted" 
appearing in a story after the meet-
~~ . ~ t The Republican Party, m iac, 
virtually ignored his requeSted 
appropriation. 

Evans did say that what the 
party recommended meant more 
money, but added "what they 

Politics 
"It is clear the members of Con­

gress need to feel the heat of public 
• b 9 1983 C-9 opinion if we farfie to c~angteh t~e c

1
ur-Idaho Falls, Idaho, Sunday, Octo er . , rent system o mancmg eir e ec-

tions" said Fred Wertheimer, Com- . ' adopted didn't speak to any dollar 
. amount." And that's the crux of 

the issue. • , 
This may be partly ~vans fa~lt 

because he had a maJo_r hand .m 
helping shape up drafting of the 
recommendations, although he 
didn't get everything he ~anted .. 

Several leadmg Repubhcan legi~­
la tors particularly Senate Pr~si­
dent Pro Tern Jim Risch, R-B01s~, 
said bluntly it was doub~ful his 
party would go al<?ng wrth the 
Evans' recommendations. 

Evans requested $406,364,900 
for a state public school. budget 
next year, up 16.3 percent mcrease 
or $57 million . from the current 

• budget. This includes ~II money for 
public schools, includmg that from 
the federal government. . . . 

Of this, $215 million is m ~tn_ctly 
state public school appr~p~atwn, 
including money app9rtw~ed to 
the 115 school distnc_ts in the 
school formula, pubhc school 
employee retirement and school 
insurance progra~s. For the~e 
comparative categones Evans said 
he is asking $276,659,200 for fiscal 
1985 starting next July l, ~p s61 659,200. It is almost certa~n 
that' Gov. John v. Eva!).S also will 
request about the same mcrease. 

The Republica~ Party platform . 
does not address itself to these cru-

cial programs specifically. Oise!} mon 'cause president. -
did say, however, it is. the_ Repubh-\ The campaign is titled "People 
can plan to set the gmdelines, then versus P ACS" and is designed to 
discuss dollar amounts later. bring public pressure to bear on the 

The Republican recommenqa- j House · and Senate to adopted con­
tions favor no more school s_tudies gressional campaign finance reforms, 
in view of the many held m the said Wertheimer. 
past, schoo_l children need mo.re I As part of the month-long cam­
classroom time, more _student dis- paign Common Cause also released 
cipline, teacher ment ~ay, sta- a study showing that during the first 
tewide achievement testing pro- six monthsjn office, the 80 freshmen 
gram, lon_g~r. school days, fewer ! members of the House received 
school actiVIties and more t:mpha- $1,575,223 from PACs. That 
ses on basic skills, req_ui~e _all accounts for 43 percent of their over­
school districts adopt disciphne all receipts of $3,630,714 from Jan. 1 
policies and competency tests for through June 30, 1982, said Werth-
teacher 'seeking certificates. . eimer. 

Evans emphasized state":die When the 80 individuals cited 
achievement testing pro$1'a1:11 is a were candidates running for office in 
new proposal which is ~igmficant. the 1982 congressional election cycle, 
Olsen pointed out ment pay and they received roughly $1 of every $4 
teacher competency tes!s. are p~r- from PA Cs, the study showed. Thes~ 
ticularlyimportantprovmon~. 80 members receivecj $7,412,321 

Even House Speaker Tom from PACs in the 1982 election -
Stivers did better th_a~ th~t when 27 percent of their $27,1407,625 in 
he said some $30 mdho!} mcrease total campaign receipts. 
will be available to pubhc schools, All 1982 House winners received 
but that's only half of what Evans an average of 34 percent of their 
has asked. • overall contributions from PACs 

More money doesn't ~ec~ssanl}' during the 1981-82 election cycle, 
mean better schools but It •~ a cri- Common Cause said. 
terion. Idaho sho!lld loose~ its pur-

, sestrings to avoid th~ stigma. of/ 
being near the bottom ID t~e nation 
in the amount of money it spends 
per pupil. 

"It doesn't take a doctor of philos­
ophy degree holder to figure out ~hy 
the percentage of PAC money bemg 
contributed to the campaign of these 
80 freshmen members has already 
doubled," Wertheimer sid. "PACs 
put their money where the power i 
- and now that they're incumbents, 
these representatives are finding tha 
PAC money flows much more swift! 
into their campaigns. " 

Common Cause said it is planning 
to release additional PAC studies/ 
through its chapter organizations i!!j 
October to show the source and 
amount of giving to federal candi-/ 
dates in every state of the union. 

Other highlights of the freshmen 
PAC studies include: . ~ ! 
• Freshmen representatives were in/ 
,debt for $5,292,486 at the close oft~ 
1982 campaign and 65 members still 
owed $3,834,589 as of June 30. 
• Twenty-one freshmen representa­
tives had received more than 
$25,000 from PACs in the first six 
months of 1983. 
• The top 10 freshmen receipts of 
PAC money ranged from $711,806, 
or 61 percent of total $117,1431 
receipts, for Bill Richardson, D-

1 N.M., to $38,432, or 43 percent of 
$88, 725 receipts, for Ron Packard,! 
R-Calif. 

"These freshmen are caught in the 
same vise that has gripped many o~ 
their more experienced colleagues in 
Congress," Wertheimer said. "Many 
of them support campaign finance 
reforms but until we provide an 
alternative source of funding, they l 
are goin to turn to PACs to pay for I 
their campaign debts and to finance 
their next camoaism." 


