JFAC hears pleas for more
money to keep Algygswaf'g%ssors

By BEN J. PLASTINO
Post-Register political editor

Pleas for more money to keep the
best college professors in Idaho and
for relieving overcrowded prison
conditions were heard by members
of the Joint
Finance-Appro-
priation Commit-
tees in a tour of
north Idaho state
institutions this
week.

State Sen.’
Dane Watkins,
R-Idaho Falls, ¢
committee vice
chairman, said
Friday Dr. Rich-
ard Gibb, presi-Sen. Dane Watkins
dent of the University of Idaho,
stressed the need for additional
higher education funding to keep the
best university professors and deans
in the state.

I would like to reward our best
professors with higher salaries,” said
Dr. Gibb.

Also emphasized was the need for
more money Also emphasized was
the need for more money to expand
facilities at the former Idaho Hospi-
tal North at Orofino to accommo-
date minimum security prisoners
and ease congestion at the Idaho
State Penitentiary at Boise.

University of Idaho student lead-
ers also said they squorted
increased student tuition fees, pro-
viding the money goes strictly for

basic higher education purposes.
Fourteen of the 20-member JFAC

committee toured the North Idaho '

Correctional Institution at Cotton-
wood, State Hospital North at Oro-
fino, Lewis-Clark State College at
Lewiston, and North Idaho Chil-
dren’s Home at Lewiston Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday as part of
an annual tour of state institutions.
Also attending from east Idaho

was Sen. Vearl Crystal, R-Rigby.

“You know,” said Watkins, “it
helps to see first-hand these institu-
tions and how the programs are
working, rather than sitting in our
high ivory tower in Boise and appro-
priating money without knowing
what it actually goes for. Such a tour
is worthwhile to see the physical
facilities and personally meet the
state employees.”

At the Cottonwood institution
where there are 41 women and 86
minimum security prisoners, JFAC
members were told by Al Murphy,
state correction department director,
there are plans to shift the women to
facilities at Orofino so as to accom-
modate more of the minimum secu-
rity male prisoners at Cottonwood.

“This would help ease the present
overcrowded conditions at the Boise
penitentiary,” said Watkins.

- Watkins said it is generally men
with 120 days minimum prison sen-
tences who are sent to Cottonwood.

y are commonly referred to as
the 120-day riders,” said Watkins.
The institution located about 10

Army radar station and was sold
cheaply to the state several years ago.

Watkins noted the present hospital
facilities at Orofino are only partially
occupied as alcoholic rehabilitation
and psychiatric centers and a portion
can be comfortably converted to an
all-women prison.

They were told at Lewis-Clark
State College that the school is the
fastest growing higher education
institution in I
dents.

Watkins said of the 13 UI student
senators, five are from Idaho Falls.

At the UI, they were told some
$120 million in grants, federal funds
and sources aside from state money
is used by the university for research
and development and other specia
purposes.
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ho, with 2,000 stu- road conditions

Transportation Board
to inspect area highways

By BEN J. PLASTINO

Post-Register political editor

: y ; Members of the Idaho Transporta-
miles north of Cottonwood in scenic tjon Board will inspect eastern Idaho
mountain setting was a former U.S. highways Oct. 19, including an over-

night stop in Driggs, said Rep. John
O. Sessions, R-
Driggs, House
Transportation
Committee chair-
man.

This visit, he
said, will be part
of the board’s
annual fall
inspection tour of

and improve- ’
ment projects 4
completed and John O.Sessions

under way in eastern Idaho.

Highway improvement pro'ects'-
schedg :

heduled for 1984 in the area which
will be inspected by the board
include the five-mile improvement
project on Highway 33 from Cle-
mentsville east and the Granite Hill
project on Highway 26 west of Swam
Valley. ;
_ The Granite Hill project, said Ses-
sions, has a special federal allocation
of $6.2 million and was made

1Y
because of the high frequency of acci- |
dent there.

Individuals and organizations
desiring to meet with the board
between 4 and 6 p.m. Wednesday
may do so at the Teton West Motor |
Inn in Driggs, where the board will
stay qvemlgﬁt. \

Driggs Chamber of Commerce |
members and others interested indi- |
viduals will join the board for a no-
host dinner at 6 p.m. at Pierre’s Ren-
dezvous, said Sessions. :

Board members include Chairman
Carl Moore, Lewiston; Roy Stros-
chein, Aberdeen, and Lloyd Barron,
Fairfield, They will be accompanied |
by Keith Green, state engineer; Jerry
Dick, Rigby, district engineer; and
a represenjative of the Federal High-‘
way Administration, and possibly |
others.

Other overnight stops will be
made in Ketchum Tuesday and in
Pocatello Thursday. Q

The board inspected sections of
state highways at other times duringf
the year in other sections of the state.['

Sessions and his wife, Alice, plan |
to leave Thursday for a tour of the
{{oly Land, scheduled to return Nov. |



