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Legislato~s opposed to tax increase 
(Editor's note:This is the second in a series of 16 articles giving the 
views of East Idaho legislatoi:s and the leadership on salient issues 
shaping up for the coming session.} 

• BY BEN J. PLASTINO 
Post-Register political editor 

Almost in one voice, eastern Idaho legislators strongly opposed 
a general tax increase but some did relent enough to say that 
would consider it if critically needed. , 

Sen. Israel Merrill, D-Blackfoot, one of the newest members 
of the Senate Finance Committee, said he did not favor having 
the sales tax take on the who1e burden and may back some in­
crease on ·the income and other taxes if a tax hike should be 
deemed necessary. He said a severance tax should be looked 
at. 

Of the leadership, only House Speaker Ralph Olmstead, R­
Twin Falls, favored a sales tax increase, and then only if the 
Legislature could not balance a strictly conservative budget. He 
said he would pref er this to than shifting the burden of public 

1 school funding. . 
House Majority Leader Walter E. Little, House Minority Lead­

er Melvin Hammond, Senate President Pro Tern Reed Budge 
and Senate Majority Leader James Risch all voiced strong oppo­
sition to any general tax increase, regardless of circum-' 
stances. , 

Budge said he attached a tax increase to the economy; that if 
the economy declined, then so should taxes. 

Rep. Kurt L. Johnson, R-Idaho Falls, said if there'is a need for 
any general tax increase, he would favor income tax or license 
fees. 

Also expressing opposition to · a_ny form of taxes was Rep. 
Elaine Kearnes, R-Idaho Falls, but she said if it becomes 
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urgently necessary, both the sales and income taxes could be 
considered. She also said a study should be made as to whether a 
severance tax on timber and mining products shipped outside the 
state should be applied. • • 
. R~p. Ga~y L. Paxman, ~-Idaho Falls, said he found in 1Jues­

!1onmg v~rious groups durmg the campaign that they favored an 
mcrease m sales tax but how much is questionable. 

Sen. Dane Watkins, R-ldaho Falls, member of the Senate Fi­
nance Committee, said flatly he would not support a general tax 
increase, adding the message of Nov.4 called for "belt tightening 
and less goverment spending." 

Rep. Darwin Young, R-Blackfoot, said a tax increase should be 
a last resort, but if one were deemed necessary, he would favor a 
sales tax. . 

Sen. William L. Floyd, R-ldaho Falls, said he favored a sever-
ance tax and a stud'y of all others. • 

"l want to make sure, · for instance, that the so-called 'sin 
taxes', cigarette and liquor taxes, are dedicated to the alco­
holic programs."· 

Rep. Linden B.Bateman, R-Idaho Falls; a member of the tocal 
government committee, said he would oppose any general fund 
tax increase, whether income or sale's. 


