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Legislators back support 
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extended full support for ta x 
relief fo r the elderly and the dis­
advantanged as much as reve­
nue will permit. She noted these 
people have meager income and 
should get all the help possible. 

Sen. Dane Watkins, R-Idaho 
Falls, noted property tax relief 
will remain one of the most 
importan t issues the coming 
session. 

- "One oflhe best ways to~give 
property tax relief is to elimi­
nate the property tax and at the 
same time make up the loss of 
revenue to local units fr.om state 
sources," said Watkins. 

He then observed the Legisla­
ture has given $60 millioIJ in this 
type of relief, adding "this must 
·be continue if Idaho is going to 
get off the property tax tread-
mill ." 

Sen. William Floyd, R-Idaho 
Falls, said the people may want 
a constitutional amendent to 
place more tax back on business 
and utilities. He said the people 
are saying they want to cut gov­
ernment when the 1 percent ini-
tiative was passed. • 

Rep. Wayne E. Tibbitts, R­
Lorzenzo, commented . he had 
always been agreeable to prop­
erty tax relief, such as the cir­
cuit breaker to any who might 
qualify, and " also maybe con­
tinuance of the home exemp-
tion." • 

The lone Democr.at senator in 
East Idaho, Sen. Israel Merrill, 
of Blackfoot, advocates dou­
bling and making permanent the 
homestead exemption if the 
courts say it is legal. 


