
1'· 

T - , • ., • li 1· h • , · · · . . 
.Lt:,gts1~~~v~ ..... ~~ 1g ~ ••• :-~;··.•.'. :, •• ·./>~· ~/ :·:. ••• . ... ·,: , .'" >-:· •. . .. 

. ~ill.Jr~~HP~fti~i!w.ent ··: .. :·< 

lOos·~n: rhraI?··.c:on trol ?· 
)i, :"~' .. ~ BY BEN I. PLASTINO . '-.. 1' • •. i. and counties do a far bett~r job of running their 

·' ·--\-::: r~: ••. • Pos&-Repstez political eclltor 1 l : government than does the Legi$lature. 'fhe Legts- -~ 
• ·~-~ of the interesting questio~ often asked in • .· • ~~ lature bas grudgingly granted some-munkipal • 
' political circles Is whether the new ·legislattve ••• concessions,.but not many. 
reapportionment V'lll affect the rural domination .,· ,· -~ ,. • · ., •. • ~ . · .. 
of the Idaho Legislature. • • . . , • • >.. Althoughcltles actually have a majority they doc 
i• -The· reapportionment of the 35 le1islative ells• .. t not elect candidates who are sympathetic to city 
.tricts will be ~ on the 1980 census which •' • interests. This b especially true la Idaho Falls,'· 
showed a rapid upsurge in urban·and suburban ·· and to 80me extent In Twin Falls, Nampa, Cald• 

,. population while rural inhabitants did not keep _ well and Ooeur d'Alene, Only in Boise, Pocatello 
pace, and.as in ~ case of. Clearwat~.J:01uity, ;•:.. ~ Lewiston are the cutes well represented with . 
even I06t. · . , -!,, • - .. ,. ·~t .. -- ' ... :: <' · · . \ " ■rban leglslaten buUn some instances, ~ven they . 

,, • ,.,._, ~ st•te's population· uicrea'sed 32~fpercent' :'. • ~ are ao& entirely urban-()riented. . • , • ,~,:_ 
•. or 1tom p.3,0lS lit 1970 to 943,336 m 1980, most • '. • •• . The· A sociation of ldahQ Cities headed by· 
, ~of it in Boise" Coeu.r d'Alene a.pd the la.rger: ,. -, Marty Peterson, for example, didn't rate leglsla- ., 
•. citi.es. , " .•;~·•..;t .:, k ,,,:- ., ,3.'~ .. :J . -~ : :· , : tors on ~ow tl,iey voted on city oriented legislationJ 

· ::·t:i~ ; , • .. ;- i:f-:1,, ·• • • • •• ,. 1_ ,. . • • Yet l'OC'Qrosshows that many legislators from thtf 
:<·1 ·from regto-1 IDN.,tiags held N far, it: appears 'rural areas ,were· of more help to cities then were· 

~- ille~ •~ •Ada C911aty, will geUlae equiv&• • those sup{)()$edly. representing urban interests. 
··:~-, lell&ot uotber le.plath·e district. of Mme n,•. · ··. • City offl~ials generally view Sen. ,William 
,.-:,-_ part •ht aaeUler '9taling tt0me 8,111. Thi• . • Floy(t R-Idaho 'Falls, and lsr-ael M~rrill/ D•·( 

: :kUl(}U!I •meof &W.ni,al areas wlll ~ represe■•.c•-<" :Blackfoot.; and Reps. Elaine Kearnes; .R~tda'ru;;. 
t/:atloL Fr,nLlnlt~l tepor~ H may he tbe south- ';' Falb;; Melvin Harrimond, ·D.-Rex~urg ; :p~f3/in'~ 

,;if J}Utffll eou"-.MUtll of Pocalello aad some of' ·• .. Young. R-Btackfoot, and JQ)in SessiQnS, '•R-,, 
•• • / U, r•ral ~-!a the tiOllth c~trahrea, such ,·.Driggs; ~4 at ·times, Rep. Linden B. ·nateman;' 

1."\ • f~ , ~~-u4 ~~. ~.blela JV;Ul •ta•cl, };,~, R~lona, 4s amo~g their best supporters ~roin 'Eas~; 
,."·'t..be .. ·: ..... ·, ;('f.• · ··"'h • ::. "' ."i·~>- · ·,' " .; .. :\,, ,,•:.1 .. , .. :• Idaho! lt ls 'notiteable ·only :Floyd, Me..rrlll, Mrs:-. 
,;~a1& mentiOMd.pf(>Viousiy ,tb.e six legislative ~ ./~ • Kearnes; :::-a rut Hammond.) ive ~ in 'the larg'er;, 
!, ,~embradbgthel0F..astldahocountiesreach ':. cities~- ·,;,·~•;.· • •.-'\ "1'.'/ 1

·; .-~. J/';• · /•- ,,,._ :·~_:· 
~ ,:tie:· ·tatewide.~ict average' of.~,969.and need -~· ~ <ne l~rgest , urba~ coupties ·of _;Ada, Canyon:,: 
··!i'. only,,$011'le-.shilti,nfrof boundaries, m~tly Wlthln·,: • Bonnev1Ue, Ba·nnock., · K~otenar,. Twin Falls; 

·:~',)lor;.~illeCol.lll(Y to:equ~ze e•cti other. ':· ' , ,, ·,· Bingham, ·Nez. Perce _and Latah tontatn . aboµt _; 
I ., 1\J'-b~Ul 'ldabi-aJ,fl is&ightly '.shorl -~I\4 ~ ·n~, .. ;. 600,000 ,popu}atipn;-' or··nea,rly lW<Hllh:ps ,: .. ot•i.tbi¾ 

·-/ ~~r-iri~~\~~_)f ~~ Adams CO~Dtl~. _gr both . ...--::l, · · $,tate'!\ 943,93Jnhabita,nts;\ •,;: • \ ~,: /:~l ·>· \ .. ,. ' ·-li 
,, \,/,._:•, . , . , -: ,,,J'fli° _.,. • • • ~-· , , . . • ·: . ~pi&e 1lds heavy c,ity favor, lhe rural phll~Mk. 

' P ~/-1;\\\etl Uaeltlal1d.~~lsb &a.re •• forcecUo reap- ' '.'play 4ominates, This is due largely to mannmy 
'\(po,rt• .fo~nt, l)ae 1966 U.S. ,,$upreme Cocart • ., __ / legilla&ors ~ho genflrally do not sapport th~mortf) 
fr"' ,.-.,-e vote,.-,,_..., nale., tllere was a thinkl•&.\ ', lberal ·IU'baa,legjslation: Tbey f~l, wHh Justlfl<t,, 
..;-~ ·:aat Ule naral,&tre,agtb woald drop abruptly. U bi ;:' ·catkNl, U!elr· own constituents, oppose such laws.'' 
,·. _;1- ~llned so..-e~M.• bat &lie leglsla&lve votln.g rec- . Anyway, ·ibey 41re re-elec&ecl: y~ar-after year,, 

• • .::,,.',ords ,-till mdi.cat•va s&rong coaservaUve-. rural • uaally by dedsive ma_rgins. • !', l ••. :, • ". -. • 

•~ .. ;:~1,,c.-u. Tll~-J.Lfigtsla&are'!J membership. waa. ·,. • . Siros ~dlcate the strqng tight wing tide may 
• \i't;~d 'Nl8-! ffl• ,35-~ ... ~._._, ~• 79 &o '111• }/ have reached its crest and'there rould be a gr,du~,: 

:<",~.:thf' ~ '_. .(;\ k:1
• ".:~ • 3//i •• ·, <··,.\ •:• '' , , , • . . .•. al re~rse~vemenq~ward$·thfmiddle·ormorft, 

: ; ·''?:.¼ • .,J{ot_l"l'S,' ~w-. livmg. in cl ties or rural areis, . -;· moderat~ :thi_nking ~n AIU' lev,el~ o( govern~ent 
!,!: .J, ,ve.vote.lfbr ~~~v~ca,ndidates,meaning , , . ~tarting next year .. ', • 1 . • .' . .• 

/_:f_.~-,mostly • R_e~~,~~s., At prese~t1 Republicans ,: • FJectlon records sbctw Idaho is one of th~(:~ost . 
. • ,'-

1
';:: •. ~itr()l lhe~ijt•~l2and the House 56-14, the ,: . C011Serva$lve state, In the union. The con$trva-~ 

• •~;<-llif\Widest GOP martin in the ~isliture's history/'"i~1 tive rur.11 philosophy likely w'IU continue tottloint~!'. 
,·r.,.t£~1Athe-early )'t?A~; tile Deni~ts ep,joyed just as ' oate after the 198% general election but'J)y a re,,, 
Jf __ Q9ps«wd•dvan~ge. ; ;·. : ·, :,~ ·, • . duced margin. As ~lty populations conthiui to in.:~ 

f. • ,'.\',h~/:J.rlit'ecent years, the Legislature has shown it- ')erease a$ a far more rapid rate than the ruraf 
; :;t,.· ~~lf .. to· be, &1)ti-,~ity, refusiJ,lg _r.epeat~ly, for ex- . • . areas the time is corning ,vhen cUy legisla~ors wm· 1 

• 
1
:~ • ·';'~ -~,q o. ~uthorize local. option! legislation (OJ" . ; bold the declsve upper lla11d, later in ~bl

1
s deqade 

'\; :cJ J"'·~~ ~~t~)1Yet,.te~~•,?~ow 'tile cttj_e$ ,.: • .-cl deftaUely af~r the. 1998 census. • .. •• • ,_, ·': • "fi 


