
Legislative limelights , .. 

Budge leader removal move 
due to obstruction complaintS 

By BEN J. PLASTINO 
Post-Register politcal editor 

,. 

The movement to oust Sen. Reed Budge, R-Soda Springs, as 'The Post-Regis~r 
Senate president pro tern by his own Senate Republican col-
leagues and replace him with Majority Leader Jim Risch, R- Th- Dti J Jse ~t!:• !~~~~~xactly a surprise for those close!~ viewing the legis- e po ca pu 

It's true that Budge reflects the strong Republican conserva- .._ ... 
tive philosophy that predominates in the Legislature but even Idaho Falls, Wednesday, November 17, 1982 Section B • 
more important among his closest friends he has earned the repu­
tationn as an obstructionist. 

Budge was just re-elected to a ninth term. A rancher, Budge 
still clings to the ~esteryears and has refused to streamline his 
thinking to the present age. . 

At present, senators involved in the leadership fights are tele­
phoning colleagues in an effort to get support. 

* * * 
Rodge's elevation to the top post in the Senate in 1979 as presi­

dent pro tempore was somewhat a fluke and bas • resulted in 
slowing up the legislative process. Budge was a candidate for the 
position, along with Sen. Richard High, R-Twin Falls, who was 
favored. 

In the Senate Republican caucus it was Sen. Leon Swenson, R­
Nampa, a nine-term highly respected legislator, who pointed out 
a strong conservative tide would warrant picking Budge over the 
more moderate High as the Senate leader. In what was supposed 
to be a close vote, Budge won easily. 

High, considered one of the top lawmakers in the Legislature, 
was keenly disappointed and later decided to vacate his post. He 
eventually was better off because the appreciative Democratic 
Gov. John V. Evans appointed him to the Idaho. Public Utilities 
Commission when there was a Republican vacancy. 

Budge and his Democratic counterpart, Sen. Cy Chase, D-St. 
Maries, Senate minority leader, were in constant hassle in both 
the 1979 and 1980 sessions. Both are strong-willed persons and 
they were equally guilty in their wrangling which frequently 
clogged Senate action on major legislation which had partisan 
flavor. 

Chase did not choose to run in 1980 and his minority leadersip 
po_sition was taken by an articulate Boise attorney, Sen. Ron J. 
Twilegar, D-Boise. 

Budge did make a smart move in letting Senate Majority 
Leader Jim Risch, another brilliant Boise attorney, shoulder the 
major floor action. Risch and Twilegar, both young attorneys, 
respected each other and worked well together with the result the 
Senate functioned smoothly the last two sessions. 

In the meantime, Budge was accused of all too often harboring 
grudges with senators of his own party, creating the present ani­
mosity that is aimed at his ouster. Budge also fueled a feud with 
Governor Evans, even to the point of refusing to attend weekly 
leadership breakfasts with the governor during legislative ses­
sions. 

Budge is not entirely at fault as the governor also has a stub­
born streak of his own that kept the two at loggerheads much o{ 
the time. 

* * * 
Several veteran east Idaho legislators figure in discussions for 

leadership positions for the 47th Idaho Legislature to convene in 
January. 

Several of the more moderate legislators label Budge as lack­
ing leadership and whose rigid highly partisan views place him in 

' constant combat with Evans, other Democrats and even many 
• senators in his own party. 

Several state senators said that Risch was not favorable at first 
to replacing-Budge but he has since changed his mind when he felt 
the majority in the Senate Republican Caucus favored the 
move. 

The shifting of leadership posts and committee chairmanship 
, has a domino effect but among east Idahoans figured for leader­

ship are s ~ns. J. Marsden Williams, R-Idaho Falls; Dane Wat­
kins, R-Idah1 Falls, and Mark G. Ricks, R-Rexburg, for either 
Senate majo.ri • rule J:~i~_a n ; m..h 1 ......:a 

reversing what Ms. McDermott had done two years pre­
viously. 

* * * 
Sen. William L. Floyd, R-ldabo Falls, bas confirmed the move­

ment to oust Budge who be feels bas alienated many of the more 
moderate Republican senators. 

Floyd said it appears at least 11 and possibly 12 senators have 
agreed to support Risch for the post. This is a majority of the 
Republican senators. • 

Floyd said informal discussions at the North Idaho Chamber of 
Commerce meeting last week at Coeur d' Alene suggested Risch 
for Senate president pro tern; Sen. Laird Noh, R-Kimberly, for 
majority leader; Sen. Terry Svei:-dsten, R-Cataldo, for assistant 
majority leader, and Sen. Walter H. Yarbrough, R-Grand View, 
to return as caucus chairman. 

Floyd has indicated he is interested in seeing a change, pointing 
out that his hopes to get chairmanship of the Senate Transporta­
tion Committee would be dimmed whoever wins. 

He noted that if Budge is re-elected, he would not get the chair­
manship appointment from Budge and if Budge is defeated 
Budge likely would be given-the transportation committee chair­
manship as he is presently a member of that committee. 

Williams, Watkins, Ricks and Sen. Vearl Crystal have been 
firm supporters of Budge. 

Watkins said he is interested in a majority or assistant major­
ity post and even a State Affairs Committee position but would 
not challenge Williams. He was noncommittal whether he might 
shift his support to Risch. 

Williams has indicated he will back Budge in the struggle and 
his only chance for leadership position is if Budge is re-elected. It 
Budge loses, it also could cloud Williams' chances for chairm­
manship of the influential Senate State Affairs Committee for 
which he has been mentioned. 

* * * 
Budge lost key support when two conservative leaden did not 

return, Sen. Wilson,Steen, R-Glenns Ferry, the assistant major­
ity leader, who did not seek re-election, and Swenson, who was 
defeated by Democrat Terry Reilly. 

Reports of the returning legislators indicate the leadership pic­
ture looks more firm for other positions. 

For Senate Democrats, Sen. Kermit Kiebert, Hope, will step up 
unopposed from assistant minority leader to minority leader to 
replace Twilegar, who did not seek re-election; Sens. Gary 
Gould, Pocatello; Ron Beitelspacher, Grangeville; and John 
Peavey, Carey, for assistant minority leader; and possibly all 
these four, plus Merrill and Sen. Vernon Lannen, Pinehurst, for 
minority caucus chairman. 

In the House, there is a -wide open fight for speaker among 
Reps. Walter E. Little, New Plymouth, the present majority 
leader; Steve Antone, Rupert; Tom W. Stivers, Twin Falls; and 
Robert C. Geddes, Preston, who have all announced for the post; 
Rep. Jack Kennevick, R-Boise, 'to return as assistant majority 
leader; and then Bateman or Rep. Mike Sharp, Nampa, for cau­
cus chairman. One of the losers for speakership likely would then 
be named to majority leader. 

On the Democratic side, besides Hammond as the majority 
leader, Rep. Rep. Louis J. Horvath, Pinehurst, would step up 
from caucus chairman to assistant minority leader to replace 
Rep. Marion Davidson, Bonners Ferry, who did not seek re-elec­
tion, and Horsch for caucus chairman. 
__ Th~-scra s for keY: committee chairmansbio 



7 Mer~ill, for Senate Democrat caucus chairman a post he held 
hrev1ruslr and Reps. Linden B. Bateman, R-Idaho Falls who 
a~~ ~/fa Y a3noun~e~ for House Republican caucus chai~man 
D 

1
~ avt~re to wm it; and Dwight Horsch R-Aberdeen for 

emocra 1c caucus chairman. ' ' 
* * * 

i ~h1 ~nlif east Idaho legislator in leadership a1 present is Rep 
: e vm ammo_nd, D-Rexburg, as House minority leader • 
' Hammond said he is confident of re-election as 10 Dem~crats 

Dhave alreadr assured him of support. This is a majority of the 19 
emocrats m the House. 

, 21 i~~ ~iu:licans control the Legislature, 51-19 in the House and 
. -th ms e enate, a Democrat gain of five in the House and two 
10 e enate .fro!ll the previous session. 

Th~ . only possible challenger to Hammond would be Re 
Patricia McDermott, D-Pocat,ello, who Hammond ousted in 197~: 

~ o s an depends on who wins the leadership 
posts with the losers accepting committee chairmanships. : 

* • • . ' 
In chairmanship assignments, much depends on the leadership 

resul_ts a~ they have a domino effect. 
This will th~n determine whether Williams, Watkins and Ricks 

f!,tuT to their present chairmanships of Natural Resources 
ca _Government and Taxation, and Commerce and Labo; 

~omm1tte~s, respectivelr. Sen. Vear, Crystal, R-Rigby, would 
h~ely retam c~~•rmansh1p of the Senate Agriculture Committee 
without oppos1t1on. 

In the House, Reps. John~- Sessions, R-Driggs, and Kurt L. 
Joh~son, R-Idaho Falls, are mterested primarily in returning as . 
cha1rm~n of the Transportation and Education committees ; 
respectively. • I 

Th. e leadership and committee chairmanship positions will be 
determined at the reorganization session Dec. 2-4 at Boise. 

Leroy· shuns ,answe:r on future plans 
1 

Jf~ ~- 11,IC/~ 2.J 
By BEN J. PLASTINO in the state for a Republican state candi- and his staff and I have often worked on 

Post-Register political editor date." issues of mutual interest. 
Attorney General David H. Leroy recently Leroy said his Democratic o·pponent, He pointed out that he and the governor 

sidestepped questions on whether he would State Sen. Mike P. Mitchell, Lewiston, made a joint appearanc_e at the North Idaho 
run for governor in "made a good vigorous well financed race. Chamb~r of Commerce meeting at Coeur d' 
1986, but he also would He was an energetic candidate. . , 1 Alene last week and spoke from the same 
not say he wouldn't. "I think he contributed important issues platform. 

The youngish Leroy that served well for discussion on a sta- "I think the spirit of cooperation will be 
- he's only 35 - said tewide office." the essential element of our relations," he 
dogged l Y ' ' I ' m He complimented Mitchell for his vigor- said. "Of course, _we will disagree from time 
interested in being ous campaigning, adding "he is a winner in to time on major issues but with the thought 
lieutenant goveror for my book. He was articulate." in mind to keep the issues carefully definea 
each day the coming Leroy added "I think my concept of state and with no personal animosity." 
term. I'll try to do a business planning and a more active lieu-
great job each of those tenant governor's office were attractive to Leroy said ·he is joining the office of John 
days." voters." - Runft, a longtime Boise law firm. He pointed 

The closest he would He then said "!think some of the negative out it is necessary he be associated with 
hint that gubernatorial campaigning that pictured me as a mere other lawyers so that he can spend part of his 
aspirations may be in lawyer and suggested me as a political time to carry out his lieutenant governor 
back of his mind was to climber did not sell particularly well with duties. 
say" .. .I'll worry about David Leroy voters." • He added he will spend most of his time in 
future races far down the road. We have a Leroy added that Mitchell and his cam- the lieutenant governor's office during the 
governor elected for four years and we only paign manager, former Gov. Cecil C. legislative session and at other times as the 
have one governor at any one time," ... and Andrus, "greatly misstated the public land occasion warrants. 
that was that. issues among ranchers and farmers and "Basically-I will be available fulltime as 

Leroy pointed out in a Post-Register tele- others who are working extensively with the needs demand. I will be in constant con-
phone interview from his office in Boise he ·public lands. The misstatements were not tact with my office, even when I'm at the 
had considered making the gubernatorial accepted by the voters." Runft law firm." • 
race this year but decided to wait after Lt. The statements were to the effect Leroy Leroy said he liked Mit.chell's proposal for 
Gov. Phil Batt and House Speaker Ralph favored indiscriminate sale 6f public getting student interns to help in the office 
Olmstead entered and took a major chunk lands. and may himself adopt such a program. 
of campaign donations. Leroy said he felt he ran "a mostly good Leroy said he plans to work on business 

He laughed at an Associated Press article strong positive campaJgn.'' development and identifying issues that are 
last Friday picking him as a front runner for Campaign expenditures reached $53,QOO at close to cities, counties and chambers of 
1986, adding "there are at last five men who the last report but he said that in the clos- commerce. As such, he plans to have close 
are scheduled to become the next governor, ing period it probably will rise to about liaison with the Association of Idaho Cities, 
including myself." $65,000. Association of Idaho Counties, and the Idaho 

Leroy said he was pleased on what he Asked how he would get along with Demo- Association of Commerce and Industry 
labeled as his strong Nov. 2 election show- crat Gov. John V. Evans, Leroy replied "I which is a the state arm of the chambers of 
~ng, pointing out "it was the largest margin work fine with the governor. The governor commerce. 


