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-:Bateman urges actions 
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By BEN J. PLASTINO . "~.~•ill need some big items to meet the 

Post-Register political editor. /o/[ ~ shottfaH," said Bateman. • 
• BOISE -:- :1"he only eB:St Idaho legislator ih-" He then pointed out the Residential Tax 

Hou~e maJonty lea~ership Tuesday. urged all Exemption Initiative, or 50-50 as it is familiarly 
possible steps_to _avoid a property tax 1~crease. called in referrin~ to 50 percent or $50,000 

House MaJonty Cau~us. Leader Linden B. 1 home tax exemption, will cause a ~oticeable 
Bateman,. R-~daho falls, said unless th~ ~eces- shift of some 43 percent tax to business and 
sary funding 1s attained to meet the anticipated farmers. 
$69 million shortfall, the property tax hike is 
probable. "The people voted the tax exemption initia-

"We don't want to go to the property tax ifat tive so we have go rule that out," said Bateman. 
all possible," said Bateman in a Post-Register "It must be i_mplemented." 
interview. . "" . . Bateman noted the borrowing on state build-

Bateman said 1magmg ~hat would h~ppe1_1 if ing looks like the most viable proposal at pres-
we put on a 6 cents sale tax increase, or Jumping ent to raise the big money. 
it from 3 to 9 cents." 

He said the Legislature must now come up He remarked that New York did lthis on its 
with some major financial proposals to meet subway system and California is also contem­
the deficit as state government under the con- plating a similar step on some of its state 
stitution is prevented from going into the red. properties which amount to billions of dollars . 
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