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Leroy rules region 
. pronosal-J§_ ille!!al ·• . JJf4. 7-l I 'cf N JC':/ i I 
,~ ""' . l»o!!R?;:e~· :Ot!~~~:h-oi-~ -- ~~- H id he is still pressing vigorously a bill to consolidate .state 

BOISE - Attorney General David Leroy declared unconstitu- atto~;:ys under his office. He noted his office is the largeSt one in te 
• tional Tuesday in a legal opinion a bill that would void a federal state with 57 some 20 in the central office and the ot_hers pla_c; 1

1t 
regional organization in Idaho. various dep~rtments, including regional attorneys m Idaho a s 

Rep. Cameron Fullmer, R-Post Falls, had submitted the bill that and other of the larger cities of state. 
would force the federal government to abandon its regional hea- Actually he said the bill would only add some 8. to 1~ attorneys to 

, dquarters for its agencies by declaring its regional organization void his office. He cont~nded the consolidation would simplify legal rela-
in this state. tionships among the various offices. . . . . 79 d 

The bill also provided that all state and federal elected officers Gov. John v. Evans has vetoed such consol~dation bi~lf ~n 19 ant-
who took an oath of office to uphold the Constitution and attempted 1980 but Leroy said he is hopeful the one this year wi e accep 
to enforce provisions of such an executive regional order would be . ed . . 
guil~y of a felony and liable to a fine of between $2,000 and $100,000 or Leroy said he also has drafted a b~ll to give p_re-trit subpr~~ 
a prison term of from 3 to 20 years, or both. wers to prosecutors and it has been introduced m the ouse u 1 

Another section would have provided that violators who attempt- ~ar Rules and Administrative Committee. . 
e~ to e~for~e the _region~! organiza~ion would automatically vacate H:•said the Criminal Investigative Demand Act is what he de-
his office, mcludmg legislators, said Fullmer. scribes as a crime-fighting tool. . . 

The bill had been referred to Leroy by the House Printing Com- "It is a way for prosecutors, news organizat~ons ~nd Judges t? 
mittee for review as to its legality. eacefully solve disputes about attempts to obtam evidence for cri-

In view of the Leroy opinion, Fullmer told The Post-Register he p •nal rosecutions" he explained. 
may consider a joint memorial to the president and Congress urging miH siid further s~arches of Idaho newsrooms, such as.the one last 
action to eliminate federal regional govermment as a management e er of KBCI-TV could be prevented if this bill becomes 
and administrative concept. summ ' _ . 

Leroy said in reference to the bill "the proposed statute with crim- law. said current law gives prosecutors only the option. of. a 
inal and civil sanctions is not drafted in sufficient form to comply Ler~y rrant to obtain material believed to be evidence. ~is.bill 
with the constitutions of Idaho and the United States. It is too vague sear~d wa subpoena be used to get any evidence only after crimmal 
as a model act proposal. provi es a . 

"It was so broadly written as to cast doubt on a member of inter- ' charges are f~:~; ed "the governor's approach in naming two a~-
state compacts in education, amadormous fish and other such mat- 1=,eroy atlstoh No;thwest Power Commission jeopardizes the poss1-
t ,, pomtees o e . . ,, 
ers. T th t Id h can contribute in a pos1t1ve way. 
Leroy said he had called David Horton, Nevada lawyer, who had bi ity a .d ~ 0 t nds by his recent opinion to Senate President Pro 

~itten the model bill and expressed his concern over the provi- LerRoy sdak J s aR-Soda Springs, that those appointments require 
, s1ons. Tern. ee. u .ge, . 

Leroy said he then suggested the memorial route to Fullmer. a legislatiye bill. •t that could throw the matter into court, and 
In other matters, Leroy, now 33, said he is looking with increasing . He predtfd a lawsr~ hift the appointment powers to the federal 

interest at the gubernatorial races in 1982 but in any event likely will m case of e ays, W?U t~e secretary of interior. 
not seek re-election. government, meamng 

Leroy said he is conducting a telephone survey of between 500 and 
700 voters across the state to determine the extent of his name iden-
tification and his attraction as a possible candidate. 

Leroy said he is basing his possible campaign on what he calls his 
"sound and extensive goverment experience" and "aggressive 
leadership style." 

"One of the reasons for my running is my c.onservative credential 
, my constitutional broad-based views and my high visibility in the 

'. office I hold." 
He noted he has been active and forceful in the 25 months he has 

served in the office. • 
He said he has no time-table when and if a gub~rnatorial an­

, nouncement is forthcoming but that it likely would be by the end of 
the year. 


