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Legisla_tive lim,elights 

1984 budget. dilemma· 
compounded by _veto 

By BEN J. PLASTINO 
Post-Register political editor 

The veto Friday by Gov. John V. Evans of 
educational funding cuts for the 1983 fiscal 
budget heaps more financial troubles on the 
beleaguered Idaho Legislature to solve the 
fiscal 1984 shortfall. 

The consensus among such Republican 
leaders as Senate President Pro Tern 'Jim 
Risch, Boise; House Speak~r Tom W. Sti~ers, 
Twin Falls, and Senate Fmance Committee 
Chairman David Little, Emmett, indicates 
little interest in replacing this lost money 
with added revenue. 

They feel they can get along with ~he 
reduction for the current fiscal year endmg 
June 30 but the problems are multiplied for 
the 1984 fiscal year beginnin~ July l. . 

"We are going to do nothing about trymg 
to replace this lost money," said Stivers. 

*** 
It's the Republican leadership plan to let 

the $10 million needed for the vetoed educa­
tional funding be replaced by a portion of the 
1 percent sales tax increase. This, of course 
means, this is funding that was planned to 
help the anticipated 1984 shortfall which is 
figured at close to $80 million. • 

Here again, there is a wide 4iscrepancy in 
figures floating around the Le$1slature. G~w­
ernor Evans said his $464 milhon budget 1s a 
bare-bones one but the Republicans are using 
amounts far below this level. · 

Stivers and Little say they can only see 
$405 million anticipated revenue and that's 
what the new budget will be. 

State Rep. Steve Antone, R-Rupert, chair­
man of the House Reveue and Taxation 
Committee is more optimistic. He thinks 
there will be-enough fundin$ available for a 
budget of between $430 m1llion and $440 
million. 

House Majority Caucus Chairman Linden 
B. Bateman said the leadership is now men­
tioning a figure of $413 million but others 
believe it may be slightly higher. 

*** 
The key ,is the state of the economy. If it 

improves as the governor and many others 
believe, then the tight state financial picture 
will be alleviated. Yet, even at the best, it still 
looks like a bleak outlook at all levels, state, 
counties and cities. 

There are many revenue-raising proposals 
suggested at the State Capitol in an effort to 
meet the shortfall. · 

The $32 million in tax anticipation notes 
also will help erode the tax base for 1984 and 
future years. • 

There is talk the 1984 budget bill likely 
won't be submitted until the final day, just 
before adjournment, leaving the governor lit­
tle alternative but to sign it, or face the trau­
matic experience of calling back the Legisla­
ture for a special session. 

However there should be plans considered 
that are best for the public. These includ_e 
rescinding tax relief granted last year to busi­
ness, such as the Job Cr~dit Bill, Invest~ent 
Credit Bill and corporate tax reduct10ns. 
These are embodied in alternatives studied 

• by a select committee under Rep. Rich 
Orme, l_l-St.Anthony, and should be consid­
ered senously. 

Mter all of the alternatives are discussed, . 
most of the legislators agree that another 1- i 

cent sales tax increase piled atop the present 
1-cent hike is likely the more realistic solu­
tion. A I-cent sale. tax raises between $40 
million and $50 million a year, depending 
on the economy. Legislators will need to face 
this tough question before this Legislature 
adiourt1~. 

Education hill~
1
scanty 
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1n current Leg1slatute . 

By BEN J. PLASTINO 
Post-Register political editor 

. Education is likely the most important 
topic discussed in the current Idaho Legisla­
ture but most of the action is taking place 
outside of the House Education Committee. 

The veteran c<>mmittee chairman, Rep. 
Kurt L. Johnson, R-Idaho Falls, said he has a 
number of measures 'in the committee and 
more ' are expected from its Senate counter­
part, the Senate Health, Education and Wel­
fare Committee, but they are mostly of hou­
sekeeping nature. 

By this, he means they are bills that correct 
technical defects in existing laws or are 
mainly of administrative nature that scarely 
affect the public. 

The major action, of course, is taking place 
in the House State Affairs Committee which 
approved the budget-balancing House Bill 
130. Part of this was vetoed by Gov; John V. 
Evans on education reduction. The measure 
now appears headed for the court on whether 
the vetoes were legal. . 

The most action was furnished by Rep. J. 
C. Chadband, R-Idaho Falls, in submitting a 
school consolidation study bill. 

In the first test a couple weeks ago, it was 
defeated 8-5 for printing but Chadband 
revised the measure to read "consolidation of 
school administration-programs" and made a 
few other changes. It won unanimous consent 
last Thursday for printing. It will now return 
to committee to decide where it will be 
approved for floor action, said Johnson. 

Chadband explains the bill provides for a 
seven-member task forces to study school 
consolidation and then report its findings to 
the 1984 Legislature. 

Chadband said no funding was listed in the 

second bill but the first one contained a pro­
vision of $15,000 for the study, primarily for 
travel and other administrative costs. 

"I voted for the bill," said Johnson, "but I 
don't know what kind of response it will 
receive in the House." 

State Rep. Robert W. Forrey, R-Nampa, 
who had opposed the first bill, introduced the 
motion for printing on the second attempt 
and commended Chadband for the exhaus- . 
tive study he had made. 

Johnson has urged adequate money for 
education funding at all levels but realized 
the sources are limited. 

He said he hoped at least $215 million 
could be allocated to public schools which 
was the amount approved last year. 

"I also would like to see more money go 
for higher education," said Johnson. 

"It seems to me the pre~ent alternatives to 
raise more money are not enough. It seems tb 
me that a 2 cent sales tax increase is the only 
answer." 

Johnson acknowledged, however, that sen­
timent for the 2-cent sale tax is lacking at this 
time. 

Johnson expressed support for school con­
solidation, pointing out Nevada has only 14 
school district and Utah, which has almost 
double the population of Idaho, has only 44. 
Idaho has 115 school districts. 

Other of the more important bills in his 
committee, said Johnson, include one that 
limits the legal counsels on teacher salary 
negotiations, raises the driving age from 14 to 
16, and specifies disciplinary action teachers 
can take of obstreperous students. 

All of these bills have sparked controver­
sies and many may face amendments, said 
the committee charman. 


