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sp~ci~l session . . Unlessthereisasuspensionoltherules,Olmstead 
BY B~N J. ~STI1'«> ,- - After they have di~c~ssed_ their possible ,rema~ \ pointed out it.takes a minimum of three days to pass 

Post-Registe~ ~_itical '1ditor proposals they will jom m a smgle body to get a sta a law through both chambers . 
. The two top I?aho le~isl~tive leaders Friday pre- tewide proposal. h of f h 

dieted the special Legislative session scheduled to The governor and Olmstead suggested .~uc h "We have to consider geographic eatures, sue as 
begin Tuesday will take most of two weeks to reap- the troubles could be solved by simply giv:ng _t e ~atural barriers," said Bud~e, in noting North Idaho 
portion the 35 legislative districts and the two con- Boise area an extra district, or have 36 districts 1s separated by mountam ranges from South 
gressional districts. I . • . · - : - - - - - - - ... - - ------~ Idaho. . 

Senate Presdent Pro Tern Reed Budge, R-Soda instead of 3~. Budge said he opposes this as it wou!d Budge observed that his own district (Dis!rict 32) 
Spr_ings, and House Speaker Ralph Olmstead, R- upset a t: ad1tonal syst~m and encourage changes m made up of Caribou, Bear Lake and Franklm ~oun-
~wm Falls, agreed it will be a tough task for legisla- n~~be~ m f~ture session. . . . , ties is about 2,400 short. It n_eeds to ~xpand either 
t1ve : eapr.ortionent because it has what they . I _thm~ th1_s ~~~Id :emove the stab1hty of the leg- north into Bonneville or_ west mto Oneida or Bannock 
desc~1bed a domino effect as changing the bound- 1siat1ve dist.net~, sa1~ Bud~e. . to equalize the po_Pulatlon. . ,, . 
ary Imes of one district affects all other districts." . Reapportionment d1scuss1ons_ at_ reg10nal me~t- "This in turn will create the dommo effec!~ said 

Both Budge and Olmstead said they are generally mgs he_Id the pa~t month hav~_md1cate? th~ Bo1~e -~~--- - -- - - -~-- - - - --- -------- -
opposed to adding any other topics to the special area will get at {east one add1t10nal legislative dis- Budge. "The same thing happens in north Idaho as 
session and Gov. John V .Evans had told them he will trict and a third of another. It likely may come at the those districts have to push south to equalize the leg-
not do so unless there is assurance such proposals expense of southeastern counties south of Pocatello, islative district population." 
have good chances of being enacted. south central counties north of Twin Falls and north The state grew from 713,015 to 941,935 the last dee-

The two said the governor told them however he central counties south and east of Lewiston. ade, requiring legislative district populations to 
reserves the right to add any topic ev~n during 'the "I don't think there is is anything so pressing that increase to 26,969. 

: session, if he thinks it is justified. ' can't wait until the next session, less than six months Olmstead also agreed the regional legislators will 
E~ans has leaned for asking $150,000 supplemental • away,", said Budge ~n referring to adding proposals be grouped together whether they are senators, rep-

fundmg for the Office of aging to finance home health other than reapport10nment. . resentatives, Republicans or Democrats to seek to 
care for senior citizens but both Budge and Olmstead Both Olmstead and Budge agreed the most simple solve their own ramapping problems. 
expressed coolness to the idea. congressional reapportionment is shifting some "They will know better than 9-nyone how they can , 

They said they feared opening up one request for 21.,00~ people in Ada County fro~ the 1st to the 2nd adjust the boundary lines in their districts," said 
supplemental funding could encourage others District to equalize the popualt10n. The governor, Olmstead. 

"We will have enough trouble with reappo~tion- however, has indicated opposition. to splitting Ada.or Olmstead observed there is the physical problem 
ment alone without taking on new problems," said any other county for congress10nal reapportio-
Budge. ment. of trying to install two more desks in the House if 
Senate Ma ·orit L d-- J ' . . -;- Sen. Ron TwHegar, I?-~oise, Sena te minority there is an increase to 36 districts. The Senate has 

h • t J Y ea er Im Risch, R-B01se, said leader also opposes sphttmg Ada ·county for .con- adequate room for one more desk. , 
ti~~sa~o /P~osef to .

th
e $lSO,OOO qmc~ of Aging addi- gressi~nal districts, although about a fourth of the Olmstead agreed with Budge on the procedural 

SPb op Ia tion, a
nd th1s view has been county is preentlv in the 2nd District steps, saying only one comittee-State Affairs made 

tpresse Y a number of eastern Idaho legisla- B~dge and Olrt1stead both agreed it ·may be neces- up primarily of the leadership-would be created in 
o~~~stead ·a . . sary to dip into Ar.a and other southwestern counties each house, along with skeleton staff members and 

• f _ sai. ~f there IS any supplemental fund- to equalize le,:?;istative redistricting. They viewed attaches. 
mg rom_an anticipated surplus he would favor it be ~ .L -~ • -

appropnated to go b~ck to the Water Pollution with little enthusiasm the Ada legislators proposal Olmstead noted his own district, District 25, and 
Fund. most of the Twin Falls area is near the statewide for keeping Ada County intact for five districts . 

. ~lmstead noted the Legislature · took some $5.5 Budge and Olmstead said after two or three days average. 
milh_on _from. t~e Water Pollution Fund to pay for of regional meetings, they will then consider the sta-
Med1ca1d deficits. ] t 'd • ! 

R ewi e reapport10nment. 
ich~rd A. Slaughter, Boise, chief economist for · Budge and Olmstead said they did not know if a 

the Office of ~he Division of Finance Management, / Saturday session will be held but both indicated the 
• Tuesday predicted between a $10-$12 milion surplus deliberations likely will spill over until next week. 

"There likely will be some legislators who will not 
like the new areas to be included in their districrs 
and that's where we wi.11 have our problems, " said J 
Olmstead. • 1 

l 
Of this, $7.1 million has already been approved by th~ Olmstead suggested Thursday, July 16, as the possi­
B~ard of Examiners to go for property tax relief to ble day of adjournment and Budge agreed it likely 
re1mburs~ property owners from the 3.85 percent will be near the end of that second week. 
holdback mvoked a year ago. Risch has said the session could wind up Friday 

Both Budge and Olmstead agreed that in the fi rst night but both Olmstead and Budge felt this is unreal­
t~o or thr~e_days_of the ~ession all of the legislators istic. 
will be spht mto five or six regional groups, such as 
for the panhandle, north central, Boise, Twin Falls, se~~~n~overnor also has predicted near a two-week 
Pocatello and Idaho _ _Falls areas. . 


