
Legislative limelights 

School merger offers 
tough legislative problem 

By BEN J. PLASTINO 
Post-Register political editor 

The 23 hearings conducted 
throughout the state on school con­
sol id at ions in August only 
strengthen the belief school con­
sol id at ion in 
Idaho will be a 
tough nut to 
crack. 

State Rep. J. 
F. Chadband, 
R-Idaho Falls, 
the prime 

ft~~;:;~~==-
w hat future R;p. J .F .Chad band 
steps can be 
taken will be reached • at an execu­
tive committee meeting · soon at 
Boise. 

This committee is made up of 
the two co-chairmen, Chadband 
and Sen. John Barker, R-Buhl; Pat 
Harwood, Boise, executive secre­
tary of the Idaho Association of 
Commerce and Industry; Rulon 
Ellis, Pocatello school superinten­
dent; Dr. Gary Haddock, chairman 
of the Blackfoot School District 
Board; and Sen. Bill Ringert, R­
Boise. 

Also to be called into this ses­
sion are the chairmen of subcom­
mittees, Rep. Dan Kelly, R-Moun­
tain Home, confiiuration; and 
Donna Scott, R-Twm Falls, school 
administration. Ringert heads the 
finance subcommittee. 

The current legislation calls for a 
study of the entire spectrum of 
school consolidation. An appro­
priation of $14,000 was grudgingly 
approved by the financially­
strapped Legislature to underwrite 
the study. 

*** 
The study indicates the Legisla­

ture will look into such laws that 
require two-thirds instead of major­
ity vote to pass building bonds, 
merits of state funds for sparsity 
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factors in rural isolated school dis­
tricts, coordinators to bring about 
greater cooperation among neigh­
boring school districts, and other 
laws that will help bring about con­
solidation 

"As the state pays more than 70 
percent for schools, it should have 
a voice on school matters," said 
Chadband. "Many of the patrons 
at the public meetings expressed 
fear of losing local control but 
under consolidation the running of 
schools still lies with the local peo­
ple." 

Chadband said he attended 
seven of the meetings and found 
there is a wide divergence of opin­
ion thoughout the state on school 
consolid3:tion. 

The Challis and Rexburg meet­
ings showed strong opposition to 
any consolidations while there was 
some support in the Idaho Falls 
meeting. 

Chadband said he regretted there 
was not more input from the 
school patrons, but most of the 
meetinis were attended by school 
admimstrators and other educa­
tors. As many felt it might cut their 
jobs, they naturally expressed 
opposition. 

"However, some of the teachers 
who did testify and a few who 
called me privately, indicated sup­
port as they said it would bring 
more efficiency in teaching pro­
grams," said Chad band. "They 
pointed out specialized foreign lan­
guage teachers, for example, could 
teach more students, rather than 
be restricted as at present." 

Some support for consolidation 
of Idaho Falls School District 91 
and Bonneville School District 93 
was expressed. Chadband con- 1 

tended consolidation in most cases 
will bring some savings and cer­
tainly more efficiency. 

*** 
One of the most flagrant cases is 

in Canyon County which has part 
or all of 13 school districts, said 
Chadband. Here the study showed 
the average school administration 
cost reached $144 per year, com­
pared with only $21 per year in the 
county's largest school district at 
Nampa. 

He noted Twin Falls showed , 
interest in consolidation but fears 
it may not get the two-thirds 
majority for passing building 
bonds. Some patrons in Silver Val­
ley in the Panhandle also felt merg­
ers would help in offsetting the 
decreased revenue resulting from a 
depressed mining activity. 

Chadband also cites Idaho Falls 
where Michele Brown is the coor­
dinator She has done much in 
coordinating relations among 
Idaho Falls, Bonneville, Shelley, 1 

Rigby and Shelley schools on vari­
ous programs. He said this could 
be duplicated in most other school 
districts in Idaho. 

Chadband said after the execu­
tive board meeting and a later 
meeting of the 24-member Idaho 
Task Force on School Administra­
tion, a clearer picture likely will 
emerge on what type of consolida-
0on legislation can be proposed for 
the 1984 Legislature. 


