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State Sen. Dane Watkins, R-Idaho
Falls, co-chairman of the Interim
Legislative Tax Structure Commit-
iee, said receftly he looks for exten-
sive reform§ in

¢ state’s prop-
rty tax system.

He said {the
‘Division! of
| Financial Mgna- 5
‘gememnt handed

out a 85-page
itudy on sales tax
| sxemption that it
nac}e last t31/e %

“I am hopefu :
ur committee L

:an bring Back Sen. Dane Watkms

| ome concrete proposals that will be
| enefical to the state,” he said.

Watkins said keen interest has

een shown for the committee and
| bout half of the legislators have

sked to be named to subcommittees
| o study the different phases of taxa-
lon.

B

planning to form subcommittees to
help in the study.

He said the next meeting is sched-
uled for late July and it likely will

meet at least once a month the

remainer of this year so it can pres-
ent a report to the 1984 Legislature.

“I’m excited over this committee,”
said Watkins. “I wish it had been
formed earlier so that a more equita-
ble tax system could have been inau-
gurated. It may have headed off the 1
Percent Tax Initiative and the Home
Residential Initiative.”

He said these two initiatives have
each seriously restricted Idaho’s
property tax system.

‘““We have 26 major sales tax
exemptions that lose about $200 mil-
lion to the state each year,” said
Watkins. ““If the state loses this
money then an entirely new taxing
system will be needed.”

Watkins said he viewed this new
tax structure committee as perhaps
the most important in legislative his-
tory to bring about comprehensive
tax reform.

He said the committee is looking
at everything from tax exemptions to
a state lottery.

Watkins said the committee will
look at tax reform studies made in
1955 and in 1966 but it will probably
use Legislative Council staff mem-
bers and others to help compile
results of this latest study.




