
Evans begins work 

f ~~B}.~!;!~O ,~~~~u~~~t~s, 
, _P9st-Reg,ster poht,cal editor improving financing mechanisms for 

1 It s stlll thre~ months before the industry, developing funding mecha-
984 Idaho Legislature convenes but nisms for local capital improvements , 

Idaho Gov. Joh1:1 V .. Evans already such as waten and sewer systems 1 

has begun prep~nng_ b~~get plan_s. streamlining the state's business reg: 
ci Evans sent his Div1S1o~ ~f Finan- ulatory functions, enhancement of 

al _Management admmistrat_ors, international marketing of Idaho 
Martin Peter~on and ~rry Schh_cht, products such as his current trip to 
to conduct eight ~tatewi~e meetin~s China, diversification of Idaho's 
00 the bud~et, mcludmg one m industrial base and in-state conver­
f~aho Falls, in late September.to get sion of raw n'.iaterials to finish'ed 

put on wh~t people want m the products for export 
way of financmg for the 1985 fiscal . - • . . . 
year. - Re&arding st~en~th~mng c1t1es and 

In the Idaho Falls meeting, · city counties, ~e said wit~out adequa~e 
representatives asked for a half cent local. service~, econ<?m1c gr?wth will 
share. of the sales tax and suggested b~. difficult if n~t 1mpo~s1ble. Our 
boosting the present sales tax from cities ~nd C?unt1es p1e~~n!l-Y have 
4.5 cents to 5 cents. less d~screqonary authority than 

.T~ey also asked for a study to those m any other state:" • 
ehmma~e some sales tax exemptions He wants to df:velop improved 
amounting to $200 million but dis- sources of operatmg revenues for 
c_ussions showed substantial reduc- cities an~ cou,nties, df:velop funding 
tlons may be difficult to achieve. mechanisms for capital improve-

School reJ?resentatives pleaded for ments su~h. as ~~t~r and se~er sys-
more educational funding. tern and Jail" fac_1ht1es, and_ give _,city 

Several cultural, blind musical and county officials more d1scret1on. 
and art agencies also asked for fund- For excellence in education he 
ing of the Commission of Arts. commented "there is no program 

The governor indicated in a recent funded at either the state or local 
Post-Register interview he may rec- level in Idaho that is more important 1 

ommend a budget of about $558 mil- than education. Funding for educa­
lion, which compares with $451. 7 tion constitutes the single greatest 
million in this fiscal year. expenditure of public funds in Idaho 

He based his- estimates on expecta- and has historically been our highest 
tions that the present revenue funding priority. However, in spite 
projection could bring $440 million of our commitment to education the 
mostly from the 3 percent sales' funding level remains woefully inad­
income, corporation and other taxes~ equate in most instances and has 
$16 million carryover, $1 7 millio~ resulted in our inability to provide 
additional in other tax adjustments important educational opportunities 
and $85 million if the 1.5 percent to our cities." 
sales tax increase is extended beyond To meet the goal, he proposes to 
the present termination date June provide competitive salaries for pub-
30, 1984. ' lie school teachers and college and 

Peterson said in the state budget university facilites, expand training 
hearings the fiscal year 1983 general for jobs in high technology busi-
account disposition showed revenues nesses as well as for established 
and expenditures balanced at $414.9 industries, expand research into the 
million. development of Idaho's basic indus-

The fiscal year 1984 general tries of mining, forestry and agricul-
account anticipates $497.4 million in ture, and improve Idaho's secqnd to 
revenue while $489.8 million is last place national standing for pupil 
expected in expenses, leaving a bal- ependitures for education. 
ance of $16 million. On social services, he said "the 

For p.scal 1 ?8.5 which the Legisla- strengt~ of Idaho lies with its peof?le. 
ture will consider the coming term Protectm~ the • health and well-bemg 
revenues are projected at $435.3 mil: of our citizens must constitute a 
Ion and expenditures at $476.4 mil- major part of our efforts. This is 
l~on, leaving a deficit of $41.1 mil- especially true with those who are 
hon. unable to look out for themselves." 

In a handout prepared for the bud- He proposes supporting preventive 
get hearings, the governor said he health programs such as immuniza-
has established four areas that he will ton and public health services, help-
emphasize as the budget is devel- ing the elderly live independent lives 
oped. These include revitalizing by providing in-home care services, 
I~~ho's economy, strengthenfog stre~gthening the state's efforts to 
cities and counties, excellence in ehminate drug and substance abuse, 
education, and human services. providing the means for local units 

On revitalizing the economy he of government to provide emergency 
said "the economic problems of the medical services, providing for a 
~ation have also had a severe impact Consumer Affairs Division with the 
m Idaho. Idaho's basic industries of Attorney General's offi~e, develop-
agnculture, foresty and mining are in ment of work opportunity programs 
need of stimulation. We also need to to minimize the need for state finan-
increase our efforts to diversify the ci~l assis~nce, • and .P!Ograms to con-
economy and attract new industry" tam contmually nsmg health care· 

He said he proposes expand:i.p.g costs. 


