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By B~N J. PLf'~TIN~ The same trend experienced up much interest. 
Post-Register political editor on the national level is taking The Republicans are much 
. The prob.able. dearth of elec- lace in Idaho _ less and less better organized with their most 

h~n contest~ 10 East Idaho !re identified with either of the willing and effective workers on 
ra~e~ a ,question of_ whe~her the major parties .and more and the extreme right. They are led 
pohtl~al ~rocess is gradually more consider themselves by John Scoresby, a staunch 
deterioratmg, not only here _but independents, even though they conservative but not neces- ' 
throughout thE: state and nation. may lean for one party. - sarily far right. 

A Post-Register survey !ast . Both the Republican and Most other East Idaho· coun-
week showed possible Democratic pm-ties don't do bad ties also have comparatively 
~hallengers to well entrenched on the state leveL , Th~ir state weak organizations. 
mcumbents are scarce as be~ conventions are well attended While the Democrats often 
teet~, alth~ogh hopefully t~ SI• but the interest is lacki~g ex- ' . fail to furnish candidates, the 
tu3:tio~ will i_mprove . ~prd 1-7 cept in presidential years when · Republicans nearly always fill 
which 1s the time fo~ flli~g. they do select delegates to the the ticket. 

After that, the legis~ahve and • national convention. This year, In Bonneville County, there 
COU!)tY cent~al committee~ can ev~ JnUCh of that has been are only two Democratic office 
fill vacanc~es up to A_pr1l 22. taRen l:rom th,~~~-f~t holders, Rep. Wendell Miller, 
Those appomted as their _Party ~t :tay 27 pnmaif election. and Prosecuting Attorney Jerry 
nominees must then qualify by The :D,,.tmo,crats have more Woolf. 
April 29 by filing declaration of fun at their convention but they In East Idaho of the 18 
candi~~cy, pa~i~g the filin~ ~ee also are les~ potent then !he member legislativ~ ·delegations 
and filmg petitions co.ntammg Re~u~licans • wh? . furmsh 

I 
from 10 counties, the only 

the names of at least 10 maJonty of the wmnmg can- Democrats are Miller and Rep. 
qualified voters for county of- didates. . Melvin Hammond, Rexburg, 
fice and at least 50 for state of- The Democrats are led by 
fice. Wayne Fuller, an energetic 

* * * young attorney from Caldwell, 
A check into the records while the Republicans are 

showed two years ago that only under the leadership of Dennis 
half of the incumbents for ,the M. Olsen, an efficient, low key 
Legislature and county offices Idaho Falls attorney. 
were opposed. · In most cases, The once Idaho liberal 
the challengers, even though Democrats of the George 
many- campaigned · hard, were McGovern presidential ' era 
soundly thrashed. It's no have veered conservative while 
wonder they are discouraged. the Republicans are firmly in 

It fndicates that incumbents ta.e hands of the right wing fac- -
are hard to beat which may be tion with the moderates almost 
commendable because people outcasts. 
obviously think they are doing a The Republicans and 
good job, or else the chall~ngers Democrats will soon be having , 
were of dubious quality but this legislative caucuses to select 
was not so in most cases. , their delegates to their state . 

It would appear that those conventions in June, the 
who win elections can stay in Democrats · at Boise and the 
office as long as they want, even Republicans at Pocatello. 
though their performance is * * * 
shoddy - and this is certainly On the Bonneville County 
the case for many serving in the level the Democrats are almost 
Legislature and in county of- in 

1

shambles with little 
fices. leadership and few candidates. 

This writer can remember They· are led by' Ruth Amber­
less than a half dozen incum-
bent legislators who have been . 
beaten for re-election of the 
some ·300 contests the last 20 
years, for example. • 

* * * 

andvSens. Richard A. Egbert, " 
Tetonia, and Israel Merrill, 
Blackfoot. All of the Democrats 
usually have tight races while 
the Republicans in most cases 
have easy victori_es or no op­
position. 

Standing out like a beacon is 
Hammond, who hasn't had an 
opposition for the last two elec­
tions and is considered unbea­
table for 1980. 

A study of election records by 
University of Idaho political 
research professions from 1950 
to 1976 show that of the 44 
counties, only nine, most of 
them in North Idaho, leaned 
Democrat while nine others 
were listed "competitive," or • 
fairly even. 

All in East Idaho lean 
Republican except Butte and 
Custer which are listed compe- -
titive. • 


