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may get slight :Eastern Idaho legislato:fs 
salary increases • • 

(Thisistheeighthofaserie f lG . . . represent mainstream views 
Idaho legislators and the le~::rshipa~:~~s g1,":mgt ~he views o~ East . 
for the comi • . . e sa ien issues shapmg up 
increases.') ng sessron. This •~ . on state employee salary BY BEN J. PLASTINO 

BY BEN J p • Post-Register poli_tical ditor 
:, Post-Re i t • ~:1-STIN_O Eastern Idaho legislators in recent years generally have been 

Most legislators respond~: t P~•tif~ e~itor . known and often chided as being ultra-conservative and out of step 
in fa vor of salary incr~ases "ors~~ os -. egister; questionnaire are with the mainstream of Idaho politics. 
will hinge on the money ~v~ilabf e public employees, although this Yet, year after year, it was the conservative views of East Ida-

Sen. Mark G. Ricks, R-Rexbut m . . hoans which have prevailed in the enactment of legislation, gen-
AI!Propriation Committee, ~hich ~~s t:~m~er of .the_Jornt Frn_a~ce erally placing a clamp on new programs and on what many people 
this, reflects the views of most of thP la e ey voi~e m d_etermmmg thought were progressive steps. Idaho Falls, Idaho, Wednesday, December 31, 1980 
state ::;aiaries should be in line with-the'~fil:ak~rs oy saymg he feels The most vocal criticisms came from the rhore liberal lawmakers 

"We cannot expect the taxing public t:iva e s~ctor. from the Boise area and North Idaho, both Republicans and Demo- contested legislative race in East Idaho. 
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~!ari~s at a higher rate than they receive :~f P_Or state employe,~ crats. . . . * * * 
5aid R1cts. • like employmaent, East Idahoans, for the most part, took the k1ddmg m good nature, Other East Idaho liberal legislators also have been ousted in previ-

Anoth~r member of the commitee Sen Israel M .11 DB but it didn' t change their voting patterns - not by a long shot. ous years at a time when incumbents were generally re-elected, 119 
foot , said "Maybe this is th . ' • ern ' - lack- * * * matter what their performances. Two years ago, it was State Se~. 
increase for e year for across-the-board dollar d h t D S h d 'Mo t f h everyone,_ r~ther than percentage increases." The last election showed, however, it was East I a oans, no ick mit , R-Rexburg, considere one of the most outstamding 
Pro ·rse.mo RteeedleBauddegreshR1p-S1s
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_ nerous, such as Senate President' their more liberal compatriots, who were more correct in following lawmakers in the Legislature and who established the state finan-

. p ngs h f a rigid conservative lines. . cial educational formula system which functioned for many year~. 
or maybe very little 

1

depending on th' w 
O 

avors no .state increase, The two most liberal legislators in East Idaho - and by state stan- Also sent to the sidelines in 1972 because of her liberalism was H s ' e revenue available , ouse peaker Ralph Olmstead RT • F ll • dards they were considered conservative-were swept aside by the Rep. Helen McKinney, R-Salmon. 
!n r"daho continuing to be a prevailin -ra~;n a ~~.said he "belie~es dominating far right tide. They were Sen. Richard A. Egbert, D- These two legislators have been the only East Idaho incumbenti--
ity Leader Walter E Littl RN gPl payer ' and even MaJor- Tetonia, dean of the Legislature with nearly 30 years of state ser- beaten for re-election in the last dozen years. 
?PP0Sition to most st~te pr~gr;m:~relfn~
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• who has r,~giSte:ed vice, and Rep. Wendell Miller, D-Idaho ·Falls. In 1971, two of the more knowledgeable legislators, Sen. Fishei 

ited degree under the funds available ,, _ nough to say to a lun- It's rather ironic that Egbert would be viewed in this light, since Ellsworth and Aden Hyde, Idaho Falls Republicans, were recalled 
Senate Majority Leader Walter E. Little R-N most of the Idaho Democratic senators were often irked at Egbert merely because they voted for a pay raise. Yet, they were only two o 

ag~ces a Mcos_t-o~-living incre~rne will be necess~ry ew Plymouth, for voting against many· bill~ generally supported by his party col- the 76 in the 105-member body who did this. It's one of the blackes 
ouse aJonty Leader Melvin Hammo d DR b . leagues and often voting with the Republican majority. marks in Bonneville County's turbulent political history. 

hoped an 8 percent increase can be grante3 ' · - ex urg, said he The same goes for Miller, who as a former union member, was Aside from Merrill, the only surviving Democrat in East Idaho iE 
ho~e&et~yenoen Etl • Ti~bitts, R-Lorenzo, said ·"I think we should all con~idered somewhat of a moderate, yet compared with the House Rep. Melvin Hammond, Rexburg, who prides himself on following a 

1ese mcreases including Legi I t members as a whole, would certainly be classified as a conserva- conservative voting pattern but yet is more moderate than mos1 
and public elected officials." ' s a .ure, state, couhty tive. lawmakers. He was unopposed in the last election. 

Most of the legislators agree there h Id b - Yet their Democratic label and the suspicion they weren't hard Perhaps this conservative mania is one reason that Hammond 
least, cost-of-li;ing, but dislike settingsa opu e/ome in_crease, at conservatives apparently ousted them from office. was elected the House Senate minority leader over the liberal 
the anticipated revenue. ercen age until they see Another legislator considered somewhat a liberal, Sen. I_srael Patricia McDermott, D-Pocatello, but Hammond also is personally 

Rep . Martin Trillhaase R-Idaho F II k . Merrill, D-Blackfoot, escaped the Democratic debacle by nearly popular . 
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·neistthr~ti;s,t~h!b~oave~~~~r;;J 1,000 votes, but mostly because he is highly popular personally and Perhaps the pendulum may begin swinging back to the center but 

mcreases. , 1s year y not takrng his opponent, Dean Jones, was considered a rather controvesial as of now, conservatism in its rawest best is the key to political sue-
. Blackfoot businessman. Merrill was the only Democrat to win a cess in Idaho. 

Sen. William Floyd R Idaho F II 'd h • 
where practical. ' - a s, sai e favored merit raises 

Not so optimistic was Rep Gary L Paxman R Id 
said "I f~el increases are g~ing to b~ hard to ~o~e ~t~,Falls, who 

Rep. Lmden B. Bateman, R-Idaho Falls said he ·f • 
~ ;~. of living increase for publ,ic employe~ but no hit:~7o: ~~~!!: 

Rep. John 0. Sessions R-Driggs is mor 'f . 
cent increase in salarie; adding "i do e s~~~1 ~c, nammg .9.5 per­
cost-of-living increase H . Suppo~ giving them a modest 
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