House leader sees lean financing for state

BY BEN J. PLASTINO
Post-Register political editor

Rep. Darwin Young, R-Black-
foot, who was elected House ma-
jority leader in the recent reor-
ganizational session and who is
best known as the key architect
in the writing of the 1 Percent
Tax Initiative implementation,
generally feels the state will
‘survive on a lean budget without
doing great harm to essential
services,

Criticism has been wide-
spread against implementation
of the 1 percent, but it must be
remembered the legislators had
towritea law that complied with

the intent, yet come within the -

Idaho Constitution guidelines.
Most attorneys agree the 1 Per-
cent Intiative voted on by the
people violated the constitution,
leaving the legislators to .draft
restricted bills that were
acceptable.

Aithough Young and his spe-
cial committee may be. critic-
ized with the legislation drafted,
most legislators and others
informed on' the subject feel
they ‘did the best they could
under the circumstances.

Young thinks the Legislature
can continue the present 1 per-
cenf law, with a few modifica-

tion, and frankly, hehasnoideas

for a property tax reform in
view of the present restric-
tions.

Young, a well known Black-
foot farmer, has served as
Bingham County commissioner

- and has been active in communi-
ty affairs.

The fact he won a coveted
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Hons leadership position after
serving only two terms with

many lawmakers ahead of him
in semniority is a glowing com-
pliment to his abilities. He is a

member of the Businsess,
Health and Welfare, and Reve—

S

nue Taxation committees. It is
this latter committee that he has
been the main helper for the
chairman, Rep. Steve Antone

- R:Rupert.

Like most others, Young said
a tax increase should be a last
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resort but if one were deemed
necessary he would favor a sales
tax. He also see no hope for new
tax relief but likely the senior
citizen circuit breaker and per-
haps the homeowner exemption
can be extended.

Young also so it will be neces-
sary to'hold the line on the pres-
ent program and that he
certainly doesn’t favor any new
ones. ¢

He also took a swipe at the

Department of Health and Wel-
fare, saying ‘“After the decep-
tion by DHW as to their needs
during the last special session,
I’m not ‘sure that ‘millions” will
be be needed.”

Regarding highway fundlng'

he said if the increase is needed
the trucking industry must pay
for its fair share. He added the
Department of Transportation
and Law Enforcement receive a
great deal of criticisms for what
he called “‘perceived inefficien-
cies.”’ -

On other issues, he said he feel
there should be an increase in
college student fees so that
Idaho will be in line with neigh-

boring states on higher educa-

tion; and no changes in the mat-
ter of public school formula and
local school district consolida-
‘tion unless they want it and this
can be done under present law.
One of his most significant an-
nouncement is his plans for in-
troducing a bill to separate the
public health districts fron the
DHW, meaning primarily the

- public health districts would

handle their money direc M
rather than it going through
DHW.

. He said he believed that ser-
vice fees that are directly relat-
ed to services will reduce the
need for local option taxes, add-
ing ‘‘I generally favor more
local control in most areas.”

Young said that just as he
favors. local control for cities

and counties, he also favors
local control of land because he

trusts local legxslators more |

than some bureaucrat in Wash-

ington, in referring to the Sage- |

brush Rebellion. He said he
thought the state could preserve
the hunting and recreational
rights, and other such activities
on these lands, just as much as
the federal government.

On other matters, he said he
must study plans for increasing
Fish and Game Dept. licenses
and expanded programs; that
there are enough regulations,
and maybe too many, regarding
day care centers, shelters home
and other such instititions;
favors right to work law and is
against compulstory arbitration
for public employes; and would
eliminate the presidential pri-
mary, changing it baek to Au-
gust or September.

“I think the election process
is far too long, especially on the
national level,” said Young. “If
we move the primary to Septem-
ber than conventions must ap-
prove delegates to national con-
ventions but1‘m not sure I favor
changes in nomination laws.




