
Olsen1qg\Iid·ed Idaho GOP for 20 years 
(EDITOR'S NOTE: In some editions of y_oung party l~ader. He was an ultr~-cons~r_va- answered c~ticisms in a cal~, factual way: At 

Monday's Post-Register, it was incorrectly t1ve at that hJ!le bu! moderated his poht1cal party meetin~s and conventions, he left httle 
eported that Dennis M. Olsen, 54, the state st_ance when nght-wm~ers attempted to oust doubt he was in full charge. 

~epublican party leader who died March 2, him as a Young Repubhcan leade~. . During his years of leadership, the Republi-
1985 was born June 16, 1934. He was born in But through the _years, he increasingly can party has become an increasingly political 
1930' He also was incorrectly referred to as swerved back to th~ ngh_t. force. 
Den~is v. Olsen.) . T~ere was no mtstakmg that Olsen was the The Republican numbers in the Legislature 

. By BEN J. PLASTINO leading party spokesman and he took the lead have steadily risen, ~n<l: th_e GOP now has 
Post-Register political columnist . a 28-14 veto-proof maJonty ~n _the Senate and 

The death of Dennis M. Olsen Sa~urday will Ana lys ;s an ov~rwhelmmg 67-17 margm m the House. 
leave a void in the Idaho Repubhcan Party II Nauonally, three of the four members of the 
that will be difficult to fill. __________________ Idaho congressional delegation are Republi-

Olsen, party chairma~ for ?'Ii rears, was the • d"d d cans. . . . 
dominant voice in setting gmdehnes for party in raising money for party ca_n 1 ~tes an In add1t1~n, Republicans generally hold a 2-1 
policies. . . answering criticisms directed against h1m~elf or advantage 10 county offices. . 

He was not a desk-thumping, loud-mouthed the party. He w_as devo!ed to party can~idates Olsen kept a close and influential hand in 
party leader but one who was soft-spoken and and did everything po~Sible t~ assure thetr el~c- the plat~orms and resolutiO!}S a~opted at party 
persistent. . . tions. He even put himself 10 a controverSial convent10ns t~e la~t three b1enmum_s. 

He was dedicated to the strong conservatrye position when he defen<le9 the embat~led He was active m the party's winter meet-
d • ti • f l n Idaho congressman, George . Hansen, ~gau~st • J 5 t 8 • h th t 1 philosophy ,an was emmen y _success u 1 charges of filing false cai:npaign financial dis- m~ an. a oise w _en ~ cei:i ra com-

guiding the party strongly to the nght. closures, in the 1984 ele~twn. . : mittee set up conservative legislative recom-
It was more than 20 year~ ago when Ol~en Olsen seldom lost his temp r but usually mend~tions whic~ the Legisl_a!ur_e is generally 

~noeared on the political horizon as a budding following. These mclu~e legistatlon for nght-

to-work, an education fonding increase, placing 
deputy state attorneys under the attorney gen-i 
eral, no general tax increases, a candidate-' 
endorsement bill, and reapportionment which 
eliminates the so-called "floterial" districts. 

Olsen was instrumental in bringing President 
Reagan to Idaho Falls and Bonneville County 
in the 1980 presidential election. 

He also was the moving force behind bring­
ing other Republican presidential candidates 
and many congressional and national leaders 
to Idaho and Idaho Falls over the last dozen 
years. 

Despite the abrasive nature of politics, Olsen 
was always courteous and fair in his dealings 
with the news media and the public. 

Olsen was a stickler for details and especially 
stressed that campaigns be conducted at th~ 
grassroots leveL The fact that Republicans ~ol 
such an overwhelming superiority in office 
attests to his success. 

In retrospect, it can be said of Olsen's effi 
as a party leader, "it was a job well done." 


