laho Falls, Idaho, Tuesday, March 5, 1985

Legislature stands on verge of greatness

By BEN J. PLASTINO

Post-Register staff writer i

Most eastern Idaho legislators believe the
current session may ‘go down as an outstanding
one if a number of pending bills are finally
enacted into law. ; !

This appears the consensus after this writer
spent most of last week viewing the lawmakers
in action.

Already the Legislature has passed one of the
most important legislation in a score of years.
These are embodied in six bills that deal on the
Swan Falls water adjudication rights.

State Sen. Mike Crapo and Rep. M. Reed
Hansen, Idaho Falls Republicans, say if the
Legislature does not do much more than these
measures it will go down as a landmark.

Crapo emphasized the legislation will affect
east Idaho farmers more than those in other
sections of the state. That’s because others are
farther away from Swan Falls Dam and proba-
bly would feel less adverse impact in case prob-
lems should crop up. ' W R

Crapo, who as an attorney has specialized in
water rights, and Hansen, former chairman of
the Idaho Water Resource Board, particulary
applaud the $800,000 appropriation to ini-
tially implement the legislation. j

One of the key legislative issues now in the
session is how much will eventually be allo-

‘mined

cated to education.

There’s a tug-of-war between the ultra con-
servative bloc which wants no more than
$301.8 million for public education and $87
million for higher education and those who
want several million dollars higher in both
categories.

Settlement on this will determine the
achievement of this Legislature and how'soon
it will adjourn.

Such legislators as Hansen, Sens. Ann
Rydalch and E.Lee Staker and Reps. Linden B.
Bateman, Idaho Falls Republicans, and Rep.
John O. Sessions, R-Driggs, want substantially
more education funding. Others such as Sens.
Mark G.Ricks, R-Rexburg, Dane Watkins, R-
Idaho Falls, and Vearl Crystal, R-Lewisville,
and Reps. JoAn Wood, R-Rigby, and J.C.
Chadband, R-Idaho Falls, are satisfied with
lesser amounts approved by the Joint Finance-
Appropriation Committee.

The ﬁreatness of a Legislature is also deter-
y the bills it kills. :

Fortunately, the Legislature has thwarted the /
efforts of Chadband who appears keen on/
regressive legislation. The Legislature has,
rejected Chadband’s bill to permit tax credits
to parents of children attending private schools
which which would have virtually made educa-
tion optional in the state.

The Legislature also overwhelmingly
squashed his bill to tranfer the state liquor
store to the private sector. Gov. John V. Evans
said this would have lost the state $20 million
yearly in revenue, not to mention making
liquor drinking easier to buy at grocery stores.
He indicated he would have vetoed it.

As a final blow, Chadband also lost the fight
he led to prevent creation of a Department of
Commerce, one of the outstanding pieces of
legislation.

Other noteworthy bills in the hopper in vari-
ous stages of consideration include:

® Licensing of day-care centers.

® Hazardous-waste dump siting bill.

® Making fire-fighters aware of hazardous
materials and training them how to handle the
materialsduring a fire.

® A three-year override school levy election
system to replace the present system of one
year only.

@ The measure to raise the drinking age

Afrom 19 to 21 years of age.

The two top legislative leaders, House
Speaker Tom Stivers, R-Twin Falls, and Senate
President Pro Tem Jim Risch, R-Boise, appear
more interested in having the Legislature
adjourn by the end of this week, rather than
taking more time to consider pending legisla-

tion. .
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The bill to require corporate quarterly tax
could be the so-called “going-home” measure.
It would provide $8.6 million for each of the
next two years and probably give enough fund-
ing to education to overcome the objections of
school supporters.

The enacted Right-to-Work bill and repeal
of the Bacon-Davis Act are also two important

pieces .of legislation but their merits bring |

mixed reaction.

Right now, e budget would amount to
$583,375,300 as approved by JFAC but the
education backers want at least several mil-
lions dollars more for each.

Another bill that deserves defeat is one spon-
sored by rural-oriented Crystal to reduce the
50-50 home tax exemption by half. This would
cost the average city dweller at least $50 a
year in property taxes and does not help farm-
ers substantially. It would help businesses and
corporations. Evans has indicated he would||
veto this bill. ‘[

Also to the credit of this Legislature was
defeat of a lottery bill.

Thus, whether the Legislature will be medio-
cre, average or outstanding will depend on
what it does in these last few days of the ses-
sion.




