
Hansen prefe~s shifting \ 
~ - f ,i1~.da 1n remapping\ 

BY B J. PLAST1~h 11 } 18I D' • . . . -
Post- ster poli•1·c I ec1·1 istri<:t. 1:he perfect div1s1on would be 471 968 in 

R • a 1ua:- each d1stnct, he said ' 
ep. George . Hansen R-Idaho iaid Frida H ·d h • · 

he preferred _shifting mor~ of Ada ;1,,unty to th~ the !~~~e~I a:d ere tar~ abou! 35,000 PE:Ople in 
2nd congressional district to r th eas ern sections of B01se and 
~ion between 1st and 2nd di~ifc~ 

1
:c:I r!di~iJ~~~ t~i~tT;gu~iy000present

1
Idy in

1 
his distri?t, of the 171,000. 

mg. . , w~u . Pace the figures at abou( 
Hansen, in a telephone interview . T 1~,000 m the 1st d1str1ct anf 70,000 in the 2nd Dis-

Register from his Washington oft,/;', s~~lf:i~ tr~~f~fs at~~~: percent in fa~or ~f the 1st.. 
would be the most logica·l and simplr-• thing to do tricts , ' s!id H C~~~ty a v01ce m both d1s-

~~~~!;~~~r0~~;~:1:~~;~~I;~es ior its spe- no t~biection to~~::~ ther:r:r~~~;
1
~i:i!~~~dt~! 

"It all boils down to h. . . ·.. . na ion represented by more than one congress-
from t~e lst district to th~:~1st~~!

1 
·:~ f J:~~~~~ g~!"· Flor e~~mple, there are some 20 in Los An-

ty," said Hansen. • J s a one.. . . 
Hansen said it would be preferrable to find Cou~~i~~~d ~~ felt i1ke _b.e \S a stepchi~d i~ Adfi . 

some natural barriers to make such division sug d1'str1·ct ·11 a ranshernng more of B01se m his 
ti th B • . , - w1 remove t at onus 

~es ~g e 01se River or the Interstate highwa "When I • • · • 
I~ Bo_1se, to transfer areas south of these to the 2n~ was w rth ~a~pa1gned b~fore, I d!d. not bebeve it 
district. He mentioned the possibility of also tran- paper ~d . u,1~g expens1~e telev1s1on and news­
fe.rri~g Owyhee County and south Ada to the 2nd said "Wi~~~heot1se anfd IIdf1dn1'·t ru;11 too well,' ' he 
District. . • rans er . ee It will be worth my 

Hansen said the. official 1980 census now gives· ~::::e~~d money to campaign more extensively in 
the Idaho population at 943 935 of which 492 688 H t d h · · 
a~e in the 1st district and 451,247 in the 20d Dis- hav! ~~I~ t~ e oppos1-t~n pa~ty, the De_mocrats, 
tnct. The increase is 32.4 percent the seventh . e g?vernor s .office the last severa 
highest of any state in the nation fr~m the 713 008 years, makmg It more difficult for a Republi 

ul t
. . 

1 
, , can. 

pop a 10n m 970. "Gettin 
. To equalize the districts it would involve shift- trict will Tu~?[; vote~s .of Ad~ County in _my dis1 
mg some 21,000 from the 1st District to the 2nd paigning " h 'dmy omg a etter Job m cam, , e sa1 . 

Legislative limj ights ••• ~ _- J '-( 1 ] 1 ? / 
Regional Tedistricting 
efforts invite trouble 

BY BEN J. PLASTINO 
Post-Register political editor 

The current efforts of legislators meeting on a 
regional basis to make their own reapportion­
ment plans can only bring trouble for the special 
Legislature session to open July 7. 

This has been encouraged by Senate President 
Pro Tern Reed Budge, R-Soda Springs; Majority 
Leader Jim Risch, R-Boise; Rep. Darwin Young, 
R-Blackfoot, and a number of others with the be­
lief it could help smooth the diffi cult task of 
changing boundaries. As a result some legislators 
are meeting to draft their own proposals affecting 
their own region, somewhat ignoring what may 
happen in other regions of the state. 

For example, Boise area representatives have 
already decided to go ahead with a plan to add 
another legislative district or more to its area as a 
result of increased population. Twin Falls and 

north Idaho lawmakers are working on their own 
proposals, while eastern Idaho legislators are 
scheduled to meet June 18 in Blackfoot to set up 
their proposals. 

* * * 
Such regional planning is counter productive as 

the legislative reapportionment is statewide, not 
regional. For example, the new legislative dis­
trict proposed for the Boise area most take away 
from another area. How can this come about if the 
regional legislators are going ab9ot remapping on 
the assumption they will all have the s~me num­
ber of districts? It's obvious the new legislative 
district in Boise most come from the more sparse­
ly populated areas of other sections. 

A previous column indicated the population of ' 
the 10 eastern Idaho counties embracing the pres­
ent six legislative districts just about averages 
out the statewide legislative population of 26,969 
in each of the 35 districts. However, there are 

wide diff ences, ranging for a low 20,815 in District 
30, the central section of Idaho Falls and Shelley, 
to a high 33,222 in District 31, the sububran area 
east of the city and Teton County. 

Yet, it is possible that for each district in east­
ern Idaho to settle near the average, it may be 
necessary to go outside the 10 counties for adjust­
ment. The same applies for other regions of the 
state. 

* • • 
In previous reapportionments for 1970, follow­

ing the "one man, one vote" rule of the U.S. Su­
preme Court in 1965, the Legislature created spe­
cial committees. They f oond by working on a sta­
tewide map, without regards to regional areas, 
they were able to come op with a plan that met the 
citeria of the courts. 

Young, for example, is spearheading the reap­
portionment proposals for eastern Idaho but he 
will find difficulty in attempting to harmonize the 
boundaries with adjacent districts. 

House Speaker Ralph Olmstead, R-Twin Falls, 
is likely more correct in expressing no interest in 
pre-legislative reapportionment meetings but in­
stead to wait until the 105 legislators, in all their 
wisdom,, gather at Boise to hammer out their plan. 
At present there likely are 105 plans - one for 
each legislator - plus others concocted by the 
governor and other elective officials. 

As an example, the 10 eastern Idaho counties 
are not a complete entity of their own. Aberdeen 
in Bingham County is part of District 35, in Ban­
nock County. 

If each region comes op with a plan to pro­
tect its own legislators, then this could create ' 
more problems than it solves. Most district boon- j 

• daries will be changed and it is only natural for the 
legislators to favor alterations they believe will 
help perpetuate them in office. 


