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~~r~ ~~~lht• l:~,~~ JR~ f re~~~~atter further to 
articles ~iviug the views of East Ida~l~gisiators make certain that this is not a plot of the vested 
and th<' l<'ad<'rshiJ> on the salit;>nt bsues shaping up interest to g~in control of the lands for their own 
for th<' coming session. This is on the• Sagt>brush use and deprive the public of its recreational and 
.Rebellion). - other values. 

BY BE'.\' .J. PLAS'flXO A qualification was expressed by Rep. John O. 
ff!+.!• g;..t,.~·,)r,,,1iH1 ~ . - C'p5<:lf) c., - igg.s... .J '.S 0

( ' 1nu.ld.J.a.ll ' 
Almost in a single voice Eac;t Idaho legislators Bureau of Land Management lands being trans-

and members of the leadership strongly favor the _ ferred to state control on a gradual basis, thereby 
so-called Sagebrush Rebellion that would turn not imposing a large financial burden on the state 
federal lands to state control. at one time. However, he favors leaving forest 

Th~ only one who expresses strong displeasure lands under management of the federal govern-
at the movement is Sen. Israel Merrill, D-Black- ment. 
foot, who comments ".with the recent election Rep. Elaine Kearnes, R-Idaho Falls, said she 
results, I think we had better. keep all we can of also favored the movement but like Sessions, 
Alaska because I doubt there will be any public doesn't want it to include forest land, just BLM. 
land for our children to fish, hunt and camp, She pointed out that in the Eastern states the 
unless they happen to be wealthy.,, people have been depriveti of many recreational 

Rep. Linden B.Bateman, R-Idaho Falls, said he facilities because of lack of federal lands. 
f Rep. Martin Trillhaase, R-Idaho Falls also 
~vored th~ movement, as long as the sale of pub- voiced approval but only if there is recreational 

~~~~~reat10nal lands to private inteiests is prohi- access that can be assured and that it would not 
include forest ·lands. 

House Minority Leader Melvin Hammond, D- But aside from these members of the Legisla-
Rexburg, expressed apprehension about the ture, all others, including the leadership, give 
movement after first leaning. toward support. He unequivocal support for the land transfer. 
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Most Idah~ legislators 

~d?..~~ T~?.he !i~».~ ~~<E~~S. ~s~r~:o 
articles giving the views o!Eastldaho legislatoi ~eed this lee increase." . 
and the leadership on the salient issues shaping up Sen. William Floyd, R-Idaho Falls, calls for de­
for the coming session. This is on F'ish and Game veloping a quality program. He favors increased 
DetiartmeIJt funding af!d administration.) _ ou·t-of-state licenses, adding the out-of-state hun-

BY BEN ,J. PLASTINO ters just don't come in for the meat bnt for the 
~· Post-lteglstm• 1nn1tt~at-e-dttnr ta-i-exp-erience:-- -· -- - - -

The Idaho Fish & Game Department has few Floyd, who has spent considerable time in Wyn-
friends among East Idaho legislators and the ming, suggests Idaho's using the Wyoming sys-
leadership if replies to a Post-Register question- tern as a model and keep fish and game out of poli-

' ; naire are any criteria. ' tlcs. • 
• The vast majority sharply fault the department Rep. Martin Trillhaase, R-Idaho Falls, also 
for what they say_is poor management and most of favors out-of-state fee increases to match those of 
them express opposj tion to funding increases, just neighboring states. He says, ''Funding should be 
as they do for most other state functions. adjusted to assure competent management and 

The powerful leadership, such as Speaker give sportsmen and citizens the programs they 
Ralph Olmstead, R-Twin Falls; Majority-Leader demand." 

· Walter E. Little, R-New Plymouth; Assistant.Ma- From Sen. Mark G. Ricks, R-Rexburg, also a 
jority Leader Darwin Young, R-Blackfoot; House JFAC member, comes the novel suggestion for 
Minority Leader Melvin Hammond, D-Rexburg; the Fish and Game Department director to be 
Senate President Pro Tern Reed Budge, R-Soda elected, adding, "It would be an inducement for 

( Springs; and Senate Majority Leader James him.to be more responsible to the people." 
Risch, R-Boise, are among the department's se- Rep. Elaine Kearnes, R-Idaho Falls, said she 
verest critics. , would like to see expanded fish and game pro-

Hammond said he wanted a better handle on grams and likely get more money but agrees with 
administration of the depq,rtment, that he. doesn 't most others the department is not doing a good 
want to see increased license fees and supports job. 
giving the department only what money is avail- Sen. J . Marsden Williams, R-Idaho Falls , 
able. ·, chairman of the Senate Resources and Environ-

Olmstead said he would favor a modest ment Committe~, is one of the few who feels there 
increase but all the others expressed disfavor of should be some area for fish and game program 
the department for itS' management, administra- expansion but takes dim views on increased-fund-
tion and against license increases. ing. • 

T~ese same views are voiced by most other Such legislators as Sens. Israel Merrill, D-
lawmakers in East Idaho. Blackfoot, and Dane Watkins, R-Idaho Falls, both 
• Sen. Vearl Crystal, R-Rigby, just added as a JFAC members, who are usually found on oppo- -

!:. men:iber of the powerful Joint Finance Appro- • site sides, agreed against any increa,sed fish and 
" priation Committee, said, "The department lacks game funding. 
11 . management." He feels the department should , Rep. Linden B. Bateman, R-Idaho Falls, is 

pay more attention to predatory control, reduce more, flexible, saying with the rapid increase in 
--'1 , salari:es for some of the executives and not be population it is necessary for Idaho to provide 
c- given increased funding. added protection to its wildlife resources_. He calls 

R,ep. Kurt L. Johnson, R-Idaho Falls, feels ;more for more enforcement officials in the field and for 
kindly by saying qwith dedicated funds, such as an increase in license fees. 


