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The election eye...

Repubhcan

tremendous in Idaho

BY BEN J. PLASTINO
Post-Register political editor

A deep analysis of the Nov.4 election results in-
dicate the Republican tide was far greater than
most suspected although signs were pomtmg in-
creasingly in that direction.

Idaho -‘Republicans are at the zenith of thelr
power in Idaho on the national, state, and to some
extent, on the local level. The Idaho Democratic
Party is virtually in shambles and needs an ex-
tensive surgery job to recover from the election
debacle.

The Republicans won all the major state offices
at stake and the only Democrats who survived did
so on their personal popularity, despite the Re-
publican sweep.

* * *

The Idaho Republican victories were a part of a
nationwide conservative trend in which veters
showed they wanted to junk many of the liberal
policies which have been costly and unproductive
in the way of federal grants, regulations and a
change of direction to more local control.

Republicans have plenty of reasons for jubila-
tion and the Democrats can’t help but feel de-
pressed.

The election results, however, are far from a
mandate ‘as many of the more partisan Republi-
cans assert. It is a signal they can have their turn
at the bat to see what they can do but if they don’t
produce, the fruits of victories at this time can
turn to the dregs of defeat in 1982 and 1984, make
no mistake about that.

* * *

The Repyblican sweep in Idaho of Congress-
man Steve Symms over Democrat Frank Church,
substantial victories of Congressman George
Hansen over Democrat Diane Bilyeu and Larry
Craig over Democrat Glen Nichols, the 67-25 per-

vote tlde

cent trinmph of Ronald Reagan over President
Jimmy Carter, and mcreasmg margms in the‘
Legislature were indeed impressive.

The Republicans hold overwhelming margms
in the Legislature of 23-12in the Senate and 56-14in |
the House. In fact, they are so large that the
Republicans, particularly in the House, will be
scrapping among themselves at an even greater
pitch than in the last four sessions: The East Idaho
legislation delegates increased to five Republican
state senators and 11 state representatives from
the previous four state senators and 10 state rep-
resents.

Many county Democrats also lost in the Re-
publican flood, although partisan politics on thls
level are generally not as acute.

In Bonneville, Democrat Richard Ackerman
nosed out Republican Sheriff Blaine Skinner
while the retail wine proposal won in a stark re-
versal to the conservation and Republican
trend. |

* * * [

About the only surprise was the wide margin of |
Republican victories in some legislative and|
county races that were thought to be close and the
defeat of State Sen: Richard A. Egbert, Tetonia;
and Democrat Rep. Wendell Miller, Idaho Falls,
although the Egbert loss was not entlrely unex-
pected.

The lopsided Reagan thory, the tight Church-
Symms race, and comfortable triumphs of Han-
sen and Craig and far-reaching Republican legis-
lative gains were anticipated. Also forecast was
the victory of the retail wine proposal and the
close sheriff race with the strong indication that
Ackerman would win.

It’s now time to close ranks and work for the ‘

*benefit of the nation, state and county, forgetting
‘ the acrimony created by the campaign. Planning

for future election campaigns can come later.



