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Batt said he was the aCting'govern ek Cot He said he anticipates that Fisher will draw

John V.Evans is out of the state for a couple of as many votes from Olmstead as he will from

L As such, he said “I believe I can furnish bet-

ter leadership in encouraging business than
Evans has done. That, of course, is my central
campaign theme.” '

In other matters, he said he was pleased at
the appointment of Larry Mills, former Boise
Casade executive but now retired, to the Pacifc
Northwest Power Council to replace Chris
Carlson and had urged this be done immedi-
ately; that he would lessen divisions among the
various geographic divisions of the state; and
for the state to become more self reliant to
‘handle many functions now the responsibilities
of the federal goverment.

He also said he felt the Legislature did as
well as could be expected in funding the general
fund budget.

“Perhaps,” he said, “it may have been over
cautious in its estimates but in view of the pres-
ent recession, that might be a good thing for the
future.”

He said he also believed the funding for the
Department of Health and Welfare was ade-
quate to give help to those truly in need but not

-to make it attractive for people to go on the

state welflare roles. ;

“I think this was the best method to do this,”
he said.

Batt expressed opposition to a state gross
severance tax but added he had no objection to
one that would apply to a net mineral tax.

Batt acknowledged a heavy coal severance
tax is working well in Montana and Wyoming
because of the large deposits in those states.

He peinted out, however, there have been no
coal or oil resources found in this state so
far.

He pointed out the 1981 Legislature did enact
a severance tax on gas and oil.

“I think it was wise to do this at a time when
there is no lobbying pressure against such a
tax,” he said.

He pointed out a gross severance mineral tax
would only bring greater financial difficulties
for many of the companinies engaged in min-
eral mining which are now not making prof-
its.

He pointed to the collapse of the Bunker Hill
mine company at Kellogg which is closing
because of the depressive silver prices, and
others which also are having financial set-
backs.

He also said he favored the lieutenant gover-
nor running as a team with the governor and
introduced such a proposal in the Senate but it
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tl_on_ and if a primary winner as he expects, a
sumlar‘amount will be sought for the general
campaign against Democrat Gov. John V.
Evans,

His Bonneville County committee headed b
EQitp M. Ward, Sens. J. Marsden Williams an(}i,
William L. Floyd, Eugene Bush, Michael
Crapo, Kenneth Drewes, Tim Hopkins, Rich-
ard Smith and Steve Taggart hosted some 150
followers at the Stardust. The guests were
treated to a menu of homemade breads and
pr;serve;i .

onya Erickson, Sugar City, hisfulltime paj
east Idaho field coordinator,);aid the Thurspda;:g
night event was mostly a get acquainted social

_Wwhere donated homemade bread and pre-
fe_rves were served, rather than a fund-
aiser.,



