
Legislative · imelights 

Federal action eases 

;,\health l2tll~~~ai~1 
rr By-BEN J. PLASTINO 1,-, 0?:-:e bUl, SB 544, passed the"' ! There are also differences in 
,. . Post-Register political editor Senate ·on a voice vote, and compensation and a number of 
• Word that Congress is moving another bill, HB 3917, cleared more minor provisions. 
, slowly but steadily to extend the; the "House Interstate and * * * 

~ _ deadline on certificate of need Foreign Committee and -no-w Crane also cleared up one 
- •;, legislation is good news for needs approval by the House fallacy, and that was the 
;. proponents, but more i~por- Rules Committee for action on frequent announcements that 
' Jant, it eases the immediate the floor. This is expected for Idaho was only one of two to six 
;, ,threat of Idaho losing $12.6 • late June or earl'yhuly. If states which had not enacted a • 

million annually in health care passed, as expectM°(the two certificate of need. 
• ' federal funds. bills will be ref erred to a joint Crane said 40 states, the Dis-

It also eliminates one of the Senate-House conference com- trict of Columbia and four 
• two main reasons Gov. John V. . mittee to iron out the territories have passed the cer-

Evans listed for calling a differences. . tificate, although a number are 
special session of the Idaho The Senate measure would questionable, as to whether 

. • Legislature this summer. The delay the July 1, 1979, deadline · th~y meet. f~deral standards. 
• : primary one was for enacting for a year for states to qualify Still remammg t~ a~t are 10 

-local option tax legislation to for health care planning funds states and two terr1tor1es. 
help financially strapped cities which amount to $360 000 in Mark Toledo, the governor's 

... and counties, restricted by the 1 Idaho. It also would p~stpone h~alth and_ welfa_re spec_ial as-
percent limitation. the Oct. 1, 1980, deadline for the sistant, said he is_ keepmg an 

Reports from the offices of federal health care matching ey~ on_ th~ pend~ng f~deral 
Sens. Frank Church and James funds, which amount to $12.6 legis~at10n m relation with the 
A. McClure indicate the legisla- million annually. The exten- states pro?le1:1. •. 
tion will pass with little dif- sions would be set in staggered ":t least it will _give governo~, 
ficulty as a number of states are _ terms to deprive each state of leg1slat_o~s, medical and hosp1-
intensely interested. 25 percent of its share of federal tal of hc1als and others con-

* * * care funds for each of the sub- cerned a ~rea~bing spell to look 
Although the immediate sequent four years beginning at the legislation ~ore closelr, 

threat of loss of funds it Oct. 1, 1980, unless they qualify. and ~eek comprom1Ses that will 
removed, the main stumbling Bob Crane, Washington, qualify the state for ba~ly 
block remains- the failure to senior staff associate with the needed federal health matchmg 
get approval of Idaho doctors House Subcommittee on Health funds. 
and many hospitals. and the Environment, of the 

Hospitals would gladly House Committee on Interstate 
acquiesce to the certificate plan and Foreign Commerce, 
if the doctors are willing, but explained the main differences 
the Idaho Medical Society feels in the two bills. 
the restrictions are unneces- The House bill would delay 
sary. the deadline until each state 

John Hutchison, Boise, legislature has had a session to 
, executive vice president of the act, whether in 1980 or 1981, and 

Idaho Hospital Association, said it also exempts health 
-••• the members' hospitals are split maintenance organization and 

17 in favor and 22 against, but other groups giving prepaid 
the hospitals in favor carry a wr ~~ce, from the certificate of 
lar larger patient load than ~~~1' requirement. These affect 
those in opposition. . those groups which provide a 

Under the association's r!lnge of inpatient and outpa-
curiou.s bylaws, each member tient care, such as foundation 
hospital has one vote, groups which can be found in 
regardless of size. For example California and other large 
the Idaho Falls hospitals in states. 
favor have only two votes while 
tiny Teton Valley Hospital at 
Driggs and the Ashton hospital 
have one vote each. 

The argument between the 
hospitals and doctors first must 
be settled before the certificate 
plan is assured. Otherwise, it 
could face an uphill fight. 

Dr. Ronald K. Lechelt, a : 
former Idaho Falls legislator, 
lobbied against the certificate 
in the last session and his efforts 
undoubtedly helped keep the bill 
bottled up in the Hou~e Health 
and Education Committee 10-2 
after it had hurdled the Senate. 


