
Legislative limelights 

Primary hill hurdled 
~any tou h obstacles 
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It's almost a Cinderella story 

of how the combined primary 
elec_tion bill passed the Idaho 
Legisl~ture and then became 
law, with the reluctant signing 
of the measure Wednesday by 
Gov• John V. Evans. 

U seeme,ct to be almost dead 
at least three times during its 
tort~ous passage through the 
Legislature, and again faced 
doom from a veto threat by the 
governor. It weathered the 
onsluagbt, and now will be test­
ed, !or the first time next year. 

I he measure should generate 
~onsiderably more political 
mterest than in ~he past, and a 
pre!ere~ce primary in the 
sprrng likely will attract a 
0 :Umber of presidential can­
didates. -

It ~ill bring a number of 
drastic changes, such as the 
~arly. filing by candidates, 
mcludmg the precinct commit­
teemen ~ho will name the party 
convention delegates, and 
perhaps a more intensive 
general electi?n campaign, 
because of having more time 
fo: preparation than when the 
pnmary ~as held in August. A 
.on~ elect10n campaign is not 
desirable, as Gov. Evans points 
out, but the summer itself limits 
ca~p~ign time. Intensive cam­
paignmg should only come in 
the fall. But no boundaries can 
be set on campaigning anyway. 

. * * * Helped election reJo/;,,""""'""" 
BOISE - Sens. Ron Twile ar . 
R-Midvale from left g ' D-Boise, and Larry 
mov~meni to enact ':e~~lt:if 

0
~f ::e rnators who led in 

. T~e combined primary faced 
•~ first threat early in the ses­
sion when House Bill 13 was 
passe~ by the House by the wide 
margm of 45-23 to repeal the 
M~y presidential pref errence election from August to M a moved the paiuuiilcv 

quadrennial residential P.:,~:end also. combined with 
nee r1mar1-. 

The Senate in all its wisdom 
took c;are of this matter later by 
voting the bill down 27-8, then 
passed its own bill, Senate Bill 
1023 to combine the two 
primaries 23-12. 

The House, angered by the 
Senate rejection, vowed to beat 
the Senate-passed bill, but 
House Speaker, Ralph Olms­
tead refused to refer the bill to 
the House Ways and Means 
Committee, which is the tradi­
tional burying ground of un­
wanted legislation. 

Instead it went to the House 
State Affairs Committee, and 
much to the surprise of many, 
was sent to the floor by a 10-7 
vote. 

To most., toe measure ap-
z,eared permanently dead when 
he ff ouse voted 37-31 to put it on 

dli amendment late in Lue ~t--s 
sion. Most interpreted this 
to mean it would be killed by 
amendment. 

Among those leading the fight 
oppose the bill were Reps. Mel­
vin Hammond, D-Rexburg; 
Wendell Miller, D-Idaho Falls, 
and Linden B. Bateman, R­
Idaho Falls. 

It was their plan to suggest 

amendments that would forever dissented. 
sink the measure. Among those * * * 
was one for holding the primary Even at that, it still faced 
election in September, which Evans' veto threat, and he was 
isn't a bad idea but does have frank to admit he leaned that 
problems for statewide and way. 
congressional candidates. However, the newspaper edi-

But a curious thing happened torials, wide margin in final I 
during the debate on the second passage and the appeal by 
to last day of the session. Many many politically interested 
of the legislators heard for the groups likely influenced Evans 
first time the pros and cons for to change his mind. 
the combined May primary. He still expressed reserva­
They heard the reasons that tion, mainly because of a more 
September will not give time costly and longer campaign, but 
enough for state and congres- acknowledged it would save the 
sional candidates to prepare for state about $300,000 to combine 
the .general, and undoubtedly the two primaries. 
they were impressed. The bill passage also had 

When the smoke had cleared the salutatory effect of killing a 
away, the House voted 53-17 for J Republican sponsored bill 
the May primary, surprising \ , ivhich called for 25 percent 
t:7cn the ~·?per:e :ts b..y the~~zei \ i-\ r-ty ::-)nv~ntion e~dori;;: n,.Pnts . 
of the margm. for gubernatorial, congres- t 

In all cases, the mea~ure sional and senatorial nominees. 
received bipartisan support. In The news media, concerned 
the Senate, 14 Republicans and legislators, League of Women 
nine Democrats were in favor, Voters, College Republicans 
against five Republicans and and other student leaders and 
seven Democrats. In the House, many other groups must be 
39 Republicans and 14 given the credit for helping push • 
Democrats favored and 11 through a commendable piece 
Republic~ns and six Democrats of legislation which appeared to 

---------------- be gasping its final breaths 
many times. 


