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Legislative limelights 

The same sad stories 
..._ 
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BY BEN J. PLASTINO 
Post-Regist~r political editor 
It 's the same dreary refrain as 

Idaho legislators throughout the 
state predict a tight financial 
budget for fiscal year 1982. 

The situation is painted so 
dark that most voters wonder if 

· the state should take 
bankruptcy a nd start from 
scratch. 

Watkins said the JFAC had 
expected to boost the 1982 fiscal 
year budget to $440 million. In 
view of conditions, most of the 
committee members now feel 
that $400 million is tbe mnst ~hey · 
can get. fha t means there is no 
leeway to meet the rising infla­
tion costs. 

raised concern on how the st~te 
will get enough money to run its 
business and many sounded the 
familiar refrain of. telling the 
federal government to keep out 
of the individual's lives. 

Yes, the money picture is 
shaky but it's hardly cata­
strophic as most of the lawmak­
ers a re complaining. There 
sho ul d be enough money to 
finance state government. 

* * * 
Many of these same lawmak­

ers who are howling the loudest 
wanted to give the taxpayers a 
handsome tax cut in the 1980 
session, even though they must 
have known this was not possi­
ble. They were mostly the 
Republicans who obviously pro­
moted the idea for political·pur- . 
poses. But this is the election 
year and this kind of move would 
have seemed politically smart. 

There is little question such 
unforeseen factors as the Idaho 
Prison riot which could cost the 
state upwards of $2 million, the 
St.Helens volcano ash fallout 
cleanup and overdue Medicaid 
payments of n:iore than $4 mil- . 
lion aggravated the financial 
picture. 

Gov . John V. Evans wisely 
ordered a 3.85 percent holdback 
last June which will help. . 

Another bri ght and more 
important spot are signs the 
sluggish economy is showng an 
upswing as reflected in better 
farm prices. 

* * * 

The legislators appear to be 
widely split on prospects for a 
sales or income -tax increase, or 
both. House Speaker Ralph 
Olmstead posed the possibility, 
and this is somewhat of a sur­
prise in view of his hard conser­
vative views. 

State Sen. Richard A. Egbert, 
D-Tetonia, dean of the Legisla­
ture and the ranking member of 
the JFAC, said, however he saw 
no chances for a tax increase, 
and he's probably right. He did 
reserve this prediction to say 
only the direct financial condi­
tions might force it : Most East 
Idaho legislators also oppose a 
tax increase' put admit grud­
ingly they might consider one ~f 
the financial situation is so cn­
tical so that one would be neces­
sary. 

Legislators have been howling 
"wolf" for years over what they 

Egbert said every program 
which is approved will get less 
money and fewer employees. , 

The discussions at this mental 
health board meeting indicated 
those who are handicapped, dis­
abled, elderly and poor will suf­
fer the most, much as they have 
in the p.ast when there are cut­
backs. For example, the Aid to 
Dependent Children was hand~d 
a stiff 14 percent cut from their 
meager income. No other pro-
grams were that hard hit. . 

* * * 
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said was the lack of money when 
they actually had plenty as wit­
nessed by generous surpluses at 
the end of the fiscal year the last · 
few years. Now, it's accounting 
time to see what they can 
actually do when there is a real 
problem. 

State Sen. Dane Watkins, R­
ldaho Falls, member of the 
Joint Finance Appropriation 
Committee, released some dis­
quieting figures at a meeting 
la.~t week of the Regional Mental 
Health Advisory Board. 

State Rep. Elaine Kearnes, R­
ldaho Falls , the compassionate 
chairman of the House Health 
and Welfare Committee, shows 
sincere concern. She acknowl­
edges there will be severe cut­
backs on many programs. 

Senate power 
After just at tending a JFAC 

meeting, he reported sales and 
income tax is running 3 to 4 per­
cent below the same time a year 
ago. This is made all the more 
serious because at 10-14 percent 
increase had been anticipated. 

Motor fuel revenue, because 
of economy cars and use of less 
high priced gasoline, has 
slumped 15.5 percent. 

The approved $409 million 
budget for the cur ren t fis cal 
year has now been sliced to 
about $380 million. 

"It will mean people' s pro­
grams will get burned, " she 
said, a n d t hat just a bout 
explains it. 

Mrs. Kea rnes sees the main 
problems as further implement­
ing the 1 percent_initiative, l_os­
ing revenue sharmg amounting 
to $4.25 million in fiscal 1981 and 
$8.05 million in fiscal 1982, and 
make up the shortfall of $4 mil­
lion or more in delinquent Med­
icaid payments, plus others. 

All these issues come under 
comprehensive review in the 
Idaho Falls League of Women 
Voters at their Candidate Fair 
Saturday afternoon . 

Those a pearitlg at this forum 

BOISE _ State Sen. James Risch, R-Boise, Senate majo!­
ity leader is considered by most colleagues as the top power m 
the Idaho State Senate. Risch faces a tough re-election cam-
paign. 


