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ST. ANTHONY - Chairman 

of the important House 
Appropriation Committee Wed­
nesday predicted another tight, 
conservative Idaho Legislature 
for 1980. 

Rep. Doyle C. Miner, R-St. 
Anthony, gave virtually no 
chance to a proposed sales or 
income tax increase, or even to 
giving cities authority for local 
option tax. 

He clid see a possibility for 
increasing the gasoline tax to 
help improve . and maintain 
Idaho's highways. 

Miner estimated a 9 percen1 
increase in the general fund , 
budget of $331 million, which 
would place it at about $36f~ 
million. But he added the statE 
will lose ground, as this won ', 
even 'offset the anticipaten 
inflation of 12 percent or mor~ 

"The sales tax of an addi 
tional 1 percent won't happer·. 
next year," said Miner. "T:; 
think it will is only kidding our­
selves. 

"I think the governor men­
tioned a sa les tax increas t; 
because he was speaking to t~~ 
cities a_nd counties, and I migr1t have done so myself. .~ 

"This (1 percent sales ta.i 
increase) is not going througl1 
the Legislature until we see Hw 

full impact of the 1 percent ini­
tiative. That is not possible in 
1980, but we would have 
seen the full impact by the year 
after. It will then be a new ball­
game, and we may have to 
regroup." 

Same legislators 
Miner pointed out the same 

legislators who served in the 
first half of the 45th regular 
session in 1979 will return for 
the second half in 1980. 

He observed that followi ng 
the 1980 elections, there could 
be turnovers that could change 
complexion of the Legislature, 
adding, "It could even affect 
me." • 

Miner said he also feels the 
same way about a state income 
tax increase - that it won't 
happen, at least not in the com­
ing session. 

He pointed out th e two 
legisla tive leaders , House 
Speaker Ralph Olmstead and 
Senate P resident Pro Tern 
Reed Budge, are extremely fis­
cally conservative and view any 
tax increase with less than 
heatty enthusiasm. 

Miner said he has been sym­
pathetic to the plight of cities, 
noting he has served severt 
years on the St. Anthony City 
Council. But he is pessimistic 
the Legislature will give the ci­
ties local tax option powers. 
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9 "It will be a lot closer on the 
vote, but I have a gut feeling it 
is not going to happen," he said. 

"I'm not a hedger, but I'll 
have to wait and see," he said. 

Regarding any gas tax 
increase, Miner said "I proba­
bly will vote yes for some 
method of increasing the high-

, way tiser fund. If it is not for a 
~as tax increase, it might be to 
.ncrea'.se vehicle registration 
'ees.' ' 

He said he believes such 
proposals will have a chance of 
passing, in view of the declining 
gas tax revenue due to the 
gasoline shortage.· He pointed 
out there is a need to improve 
and maintain state highways. 

Miner observed the 1 cent gas 
tax increase a couple of • years 
ago raised s0me $6.5 million in 
state revenue and brought $40 
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million more in federal highway 
matching- funds yearly , which 
have greatly boosted the high­
way improvement program. 

Minor observed the state will 
finish this year with a $10 
million surplus, but this likely 
will go to the state agencies, 
primarily the Department of 
Health and Welfare. 

For universities 
He said higher education 

should also get an appropriation 
increase, as it was held to 
amounts this year that didn' t 
nearly offset inflation costs. 

Because of the 1980 elections, 
it is probable the Legislature 
will adopt a "hold the line bud­
get," that will barely keep state 
government operating, he said. 

He also announced the Joint 

Finance Appropriation Com­
mittee will meet in early 
December in Idaho Falls to get 
a firsthand view of the Idaho 
National Engineering Labora­
tory and its radioactive waste 
management and nuclear 
researcn programs. The com­
mittee will also. review Depart­
ment of Health and Welfa r e 
programs, including the Child 
Development Center, Develop­
ment Workshop, Headstart and 
other programs; Eastern Idaho 
Vocational Technical-School; 
the Youtl1 Service Center at St. 
Anthony, State Hospital South 
at Blackfoot, the Idaho Falls 
State office building under con­
struction now, and perhaps 
other state operations in this 
area, as time allows. 
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BOISE - State Rep. Doyle C. Miner, R-St. Anthony, chair­
man of the House Appropriations Committee, predicts a very 
conservative Idaho Legislature, and no tax increase, except 
possibly for gasoline tax, in the 1980 session. 


