The ’daho Lqrxslature beset by
cducation and philosphical strife in
the past session, did settle the trying
task of dcsignating a state symbol.

It must be with a sigh of relief for
many ldahoans to know the lawmak-
ers in all their wisdom reached a vir-
tual unanimous agreement for such a
‘weighty matter. It designated the
“Hagerman Horse” as the official
state fossil. Fossil, it must be noted,
is an uncomplimentary term to
which some of the more conservative
legislators are referred to by some
irate citizens.

The bill gave special status to the
13.5-million-old-fossil on display at
the Hagerman Valley Historical
Society Museum. It passed the Sen-
ate 34-5.

Even the state’s U.S. congressional
delegation is trying to have the fossil
beds designated as a National Monu-
ment. Just two weeks ago, Sen. Steve
Symms, R-Idaho, predicted passage
mf!coxsh*ion dc“usix:g the Hagerman
Fossil Beds a National Monument.

The fossil megsure was the only
one of three bills introduced the past
session by the Idaho Legislature for
special designation that did pass.
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Most Idahoans, sad to relate, don't

know thie various state symbols

The Great Seal of Idaho is the only
state seal in the union designed by a
woman, Erma Edwards Green. It was
adopted in 189! by the State Legisla-
ture, a year after statehood. It carries
the Latin motto, “Esto Perpetua,”

{r-gnslamd 10 .“It 1S perpetuate d D1l

“It is forever.”

The Siate Flag is silk' with a blue
shield, five feet six inches by four
feet four inches. It is bordered sv a
gilt fringe, with the Siate P
Idaho in the center. It was u\iﬂpud
by the 1907 Legislature.

Then there. is the Western White
Pine as the state tree, ado
W, 5, M tain Bluebird as

bird adopied in 1931, Appal
the state horse adoptcd.

(5 I
Idaho Star Garnet as the state gem-

stone adopted in 1967, and S/rmga
as the state f‘m:s ado oted aiso in
1931.

On Jan.
memoramc license plate with an

attractive burgundy blue background '

was adopted. 1t is desipned to help

cc]cbrate the state’s 100th birthday in

1990. Revenue from the plates will
help support centennial projects
”vuuohout the state. Its sale so far
has exceeded: the fondust expccta-
tions.

But there is ofe desxgnauon most
Idahoans know or should know.
That’s the state song, “‘Here We
Have Idaho,
Legislature in 1931:

3 adopted by the 21st

The Idaho Blue: Book the official -
state periodical, also explains_that '

“Idaho” is a coined or invented
word. It is not, as many believe, a
derivation of an Indian phrase, “E
Dah Hoe (How), supposediy mean-
ing “Gem of the Mountains.” The
name was originally suggested for
Colorado.

It was used for a steam- '

ship which traveled the Columbia’

River 'in 1860. Those gold diggings
Uegan te be called the *‘ldaho
mines.’

in the Idaho Cemcnmdl Year to be -

observed next year, this is history

that all true proud [dahoans should "

remember. =
(Ben Plastino is a Post-Reg-
ister colimnist.)
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