
The r daho Legislature, bcsei by 
cducalion and philosphicai strife in 
the pBst sessi on, did sett le the trying 
task of designating a state symbol. 

It must be with a sigh of relief for 
many Idahoans to know the lawmak­
ers in ail their ,..visdom reached a vir­
tual unani mous agreement for such a 

·weight y matter. It designated the 
"Hagermarr Horse" as the official 
sta te foss il. Fossi l, it must be noted, 
is an u r1com pl imen t a ry term to 
which some of the more conservative 
legislators a re referred to . by some 
irate citizens. • 

The bill gave special status to the 
13.5-milli on-old-fossi l on display at 
th e Hage rman Vall e y Historical 
Society Museum. It passed the Sen­
ate 34-5. 

Even the state's U.S. congressiona l 
• delegation is trying to have the fossil 
bed s designated as a National Monu­
m ,n t. lust two weeks ago, Sen , Steve 
Sym ms, R-Idaho, predicted passage 
of legisla tion declari !ig the !·!2.germar: 
Fossil Beds a Na1ional Monurncnt. 

The fossil lllC[:\ SlffE'. was the only 
one of three bilis introduced the past 
session by the Idaho Legislature for 
special designation that did r,ass. 

Th~ Senate earl ie r turned down 
bills to designate the ~il ver Sage as 

ihe state bush and the v,,bile s: 1.,rg: )n 
RS the state fish. /\ Ku na ~;cbrl')r isi.rl 
was sent home cryi ng hrc;1usc the 
bush bill measure failed . ><) shame 
on tlfom. 

The fi sh measu re was si:Ymsored 
by Sen. Herb Carls()n, R ·Eag!c:. Crit­
ics con tended it ;,v:1 s R t r 11si"i fi .;; h. 
It was drowned by a 3 l-6 vote. This 
fishy issue split psrty lines. Even 
Sen . John Hansen , R-Idab o Falls, 
who should have beer! a trout backer. 
voted for the measure. Two other 
Idaho Falls Republican state sena­
tors, Mike ·crapo and Ann R. 1,•d alch, 
discreetly managr:d to he zbsen t at 
vote-taking time, thus avoid ing 
clouding their political fu ture on 
such a porte ntous issue. 

The Silver Sage bush dcsignit ion 
also was uprooted lHxaus'.: opponer:ts 
maintained. 1. k:t i.lv~ species of ·~;age 
was coinmon in u;d y a f:.;w areas o f 
the state. After a!l , !10rih 11:1ho aad 
east" Idri.l1:Ylegi sl~tors h a ' i!; 1:1ei r cnvn 
pet bush ev"n 1n c lp r"l i1p 1ly• ; ·uYl y sagcbr~sh : • ,, ,. --~" · C, • , . • · -

t~ndangercd species ;11H.i is fou nd in 
li :c sand dunes ">vest of St. Anthony. 
Lcg is!ati ,,;c back ing m ig h t give i l 
impetus to :;ave it from ex tidCliOn . 
We suspec t the conserva t ive cast 
Ida ho delegation 'No uld consider it 
wi th less than cnt!1usias1 ic support. 
So much for hat 

Most Idahoans, sad to relate, .don 't 
know the various state svm bols. • 

The Great Seal of Idatio is the only 
state seal in the un ion designed by a 
woma11, Erma Edwards Green. It was 
adopted in 1891 by the State Legisla­
ture, a year after statehood. H carries 
the Latin motto, "Esto Perpetua,' ' 
tr:rnslated to ." It is perpetuated" or _ 
"1 t is forever." 

On Jan. I, 1987, the Idaho com­
mem ora tive license pln.tc with an 
a tt ract ive bu rgundy blue ,bi.1.ckground ' 
vvas adop1ed. It is · de:;igned to help 
celebrate the states 1 00th ·birthday in 
1990. Revenue from the :plates will 
help support cen tenni al ' proj ects 
th roughout the state: Its sale so far 
has exceeded , the fo ndest expec ta-
tions. ,;,· ,,-" , · . ••• 

}: ut there is one : designation most 
Idahoans know or should . know. 
That's ·t he state ,song~ '',He re We 
m1ve Idaho, " adopted by the 21st 
Legislature in 1931:-- .. 

The Idaho Blue \' Book; .. the official • 
sta1e· periodical, ,:also explains that : 
"Ida ho" is a · co ined o r .1nvenled 

• • • bl word. It, ·1_· s not, as _••-··,man~, .. ·,·. be. 1i.e,v ... e. ,' a The State Flag is silk with a ue ~, ~ 
shield, five fee t six inches by four derivation ·0£,an·. Jn;<liam~phrase; "E 
feet four inches. It is- bordered by a Dah l-Ioe (How)T'supposediy mean­
gi lt fringe , with the Sta te ~ca l o f ing .. Gem ·of the Mountains." Jfhe· 
Idaho in the cent•:r. . It was adopted name· was origin'a ll.y:; si1ggested J9 r , 
by the 1907 Lcgisl:lture. Colorado:· It was ·used for ff -steam ~ • 

sh ip which traveled the 0 ·Columbia • 
Then there is the Wr stern White Riyer ·in 1860; ,'fhose· gold diggings 

Pine as the state tree, 2dopted in began '. ro b e.hall_ed the · · •Ida ho 
1935, l\_ mrn:ain Bluebird as the state m ines.'' , . , • • · . ; , -

Pcrhaµ s in the nex~ sr:,~;un , SOiW bird actopted fo l. 931 , App~llom:.:. as in the Idaho Centennial Year to be · 
fireworks co:1 !d ~e P,rnvi ' •,.i.: • 1.\sig- the state horse adopt(' <l in 197 5, observed .next ' yci1·r, 'his is hi sto ry 
natc the Idaco Sano Dunc ueeHf as Idaho Star Garnet as the state gem-• that all true nroud Idaho.ans · should · 
the state bug. What is Id;li,o without stone adopted i:1 l 967, and Syrinsa . remember. • , • • . .. ,. 
an of:fici;;d st;,llc b ug? as the state flo,.1..:;r a'lm;ted. also in (Ben· P!a:l ino i' a Post~Reg-

This bilg, ·Ne undc rsla nd , is a n 1931. • ister columnist.) 
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