Leroy thinks special legislative

session ml}) be us
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Lt. Gov. David H. Leroy Friday
termed Gov. John V. Evans’ special
legislative call as a “useless exercise
ofg:he Legislature.”.

He predicted it
it will not pro-
duce further
funding for edu-
cation as Evans
hopes, and
instead will mean
an added cost to
the state of about
$15,000 a day.

Theuggvernor
has called a spe- i
cial session for Lt.Gov.
May 9 to appro- David H. Leroy
ipriate $13.2 million in added educa-
tion funding, including $9 million for
public schools, $3 million for higher
education and $600,000 each for
vocational education and agriculture
research-UI extension service.

“The Legislature,” said Leroy in a
telephone interview from his office
in Boise, “wrestled in every possible

" way with necessary expenditures for
funding methods. Anyone, including
the governor, who assumes a brand
new way will break loose in either
three hours or three days, does not

Lil&
ful underthax{d thse/ leaslative pro-
cess.

“Calling a special session immedi-
ately on the heels of the regular ses-
sion without an agreement with the
legislative leadership as to what
changes may be possible is bad strat-
egy by the governor.

“If the governor wanted to wait for
the economy to further improve
itself, then we might have some
hopes. But next week is too early to
call a special session.”

Leroy suggested the ‘“‘governor
should have signed the educatonal
bills he complained about,”” then
called a special session later in this
calendar year to add the money if
additional funding became available.

“I think,” he said, “that procedure
would have been more successful. I
predict this special session will pro-
duce nothing new.”

When asked if schools and local
government can afford to wait until
later in the year to ascertain if they
will get more money, Leroy said the
additional money is not available at
this time, anyway. If a special session
were called later in the year, they
could still be helped if more money
can be obtained, he said.

In response to Evans’ hopes of get-
ting about $12 million more on

eless and costly

advance quarterly payments for cor-

porations and individuals with a tax-

able income of $50,000 or more,

Leroy said “this legislation is not

new. That concept has been debated

about every single day in the Sen-
ate during the session just com-

pleted. The majority of the Republi- |
cans in the Senate, whether rightly or

wrongly, has consistently rejected it.

There is nothing that leads me to

believe it won’t be the same again.”

Leroy said the prolonged legisla-
tive debate and considerable dia-.
logue does have one redeeming fac-
tor. :

- “It can be a long-term advantage
to improving the Idaho educational
system,” said Leroy. “I expect that in
time we can improve the educational
system in the matter of policies and
practices.”

He said this could be done next
year as the economy takes an antici-
pated upturn.

He said the “Legislature has had
an opportunity to carefully study
education during this time of eco-
nomic troubles. It is my thought
those problems in state government
and education can be used for a basis-
of new answers and approach.” :



