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Idaho Falls Post-Register

The  attitude and catcall
'emanating ~during and afte
‘the football game between th
University of Idaho and Bois
State College last Sept. 11 a
Boise underlines why highe
education in Idaho faces suc
rough sledding for the ne
few years. [
To many Boiseans it ap
peared the football contes|
was a test of academic stan
dards between the two in
stitutions of higher learning
rather than a display o
brawn among a handful o
athletes. .
Boise State College was
fired up that night and there
is little question it was the
better of the two teams as it
vanquished a comparatively
listless University of Idaho 42-
14. BSC, as was stated at a
joint BSC-U of I boostet
luncheon that same noon
wanted to upset its more an
cient and well known adversa
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MANY BOISEANS, and thi
even includes some Universit
of Idaho graduates, remarke.
that this game, among othe
things, demonstrated tha
Boise should be the seat o
the state’s leading university.

Many Idahoans, includin
this writer who is a graduat
of the U of I, agree Bois
should have been the seat
the University of Idahe
which, incidentally, ws
founded even before Idaho b
came a state. But it wasn:
unfortunately, and it new
will be, and that’s that. -

If the remarks tossed abc
during and after the gar;
were those of a few hotheal
and overzealous Boiseans, -
wouldn’t amount to muc
However, this attitude is pre
ty well reflected among tt
vast citizenry of Idaho’s cap
tal city, including Ada’s legis
lative contmgent

Arrogance of Bois State F ans Could Hurt College

wxrtt PROWESS OF football |

teams, of course, doesn’t re-

flect the greatness of any col

lege or unmiversity. One hash
only to look ait such mf
stitutions as Harvard, Yale
Princeton and the remainder
of the so-called Ivy colleges,
which play little better brand

of ball than Idaho, or Chicago

or George Washington univer-
sities, which don’t even have
football teams.

IN FACT, U of I President
Ernest Hartung has indicated
some de-emphasis in Vandal
football, feeling perhaps that
vouths go to college to attain
a well rounded education. A
university and college is
judged by its alumni and the

calibre the U of T turns out is |

a mark of distinction.
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This writer, at the time
the Idaho Legislature, by a
narrow margin, agreed to
admit BSC to a status of high-
er education in the state sys-
tem some four years ago, pre- |
dicted it would become a po-
litical headache for years to
come,

At that time, the Boise leg-
lslarors assured their col-
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leagues they would not asnt

for significant amount of state
funds, only that they wanted
the distingtion of higher edu-
cation stafus. Of course, this |
proved only So much talk as
the Ada lawmakers soon de-
manded money far

what they had promised.
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This writer agrees Boise |

should have a university but
only when the population and

tax base permit it without de- |
tracting from the two older

institutions, U of I and Idaho

State University at Pocatello, |
This could

not at present.
come when the state ap-
proaches the million popu-
lation mark from its present
700,000.

One only has to look to
Washington state, Oregon and

Montana which have only two
major state universities each,
and Wyoming where there is
one. Utah, with a population
in excess of a million, has
three.

THE 1TUDE of thn
Boise citizenry, reflected by
the Boise legislators, now has
drawn antagonism from many
other sections of the state,

“particularly East Idaho “and

North Idaho which have
joined together frequently in
high education legislative
matters.,

Boise Valley, including Ada
and Canyon counties, still has
only some 150 thousand popu-
lation as compared with 550
thousand the remainder of the

| state. The Ada and Canyon

legislative - delegation, even
with the 1970 reapportion-
ment, only has nine of the 35
legislative districts, or 27 of
the 105 state senators and
state representatives, six in
Ada and three in Canyon-
Owyhee. But there is doubt
that Canyon would stand solid
with Ada on many legislative
matters.

Those are the hard facts of
politics for the Boiseans to di-
gest.

AT PRESENT the legisla-
ture allocates lump sums for
higher education. In the cur-
rent term some $28 million
was allocated, of which the U

of T got$12 mxmm ~ISU and

BSC about $17 million each and
Lewis-Clark College at Lewis-
ton some $2 million. U of I,
BSC and ISU have between 7,-
000 and 8,000 students each,
although BSC has a large num-
ber of part-time students.

The state Board of Educa-
tion is made up of seven, but
this includes only two from
Boise, Steele Barnett, chair-
man, and John Swartley,
along with Dr. J. Kenneth
Thatcher, Idaho Falls; Joe
McCollum, Twin Falls; John
Peacock, vice chairman, Kel-
logg; Mal Deaton, Pocatello,
and J. P. Munson, Sandpoint.

Thus, the two Boise mem-
bers are paired against five
others when it comes.to high
education fund allocation, al-
though these public spirited
men attempt to distribute the

funds on merits, regardless of
politics and sectmnahsm

THE ACADEMIC standing
of the Umver51 of Idaho is
well knowil! T6s teachitiys are ™
directed on quality, /rather
than quantity. .

Board of education mem-
bers recall Boise factions at-
tempted to halt, without suc-
cess, a new College of Law
building at Moscow. In fact,
thé Boise president, Dr. John
Barnes, supported the Mos-
cow building, much to the
chagrin of some of his towns-
men.

A healthy football rivalry,
or any intercollegiate com-
petition as exists between the
U of I and ISU, is one thing.
When political overtones are
interjected, it is something
else.

The arrogance of some
Boise factions can only weak-
en any effort to strengthen
BSC, make no mistake about
that.
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