
UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

WAS H INGTON 

ASSISTANT TO 
THE SECRETARY 

Mr. Ben J. Plastino 
Editor 
Post-Register 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 

Dear Ben, 

February 22, 1979 

Many thanks for sending the clip. The Boss really enjoyed 

chatting with you--in fact, you made him a bit homesick, 

for he started thinking about the "good ole days" in 

Idaho after he finished your phone conversation. Take care 

for spring is indeed coming and we're getting closer to the 

time when we'll be heading back home. Best regards. 

Sincerely, 

Qh_ 
Chris Carlson 
Assistant to the Secretary 
Director of Public Affairs 
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✓ Andrlls s 
" ~ By BEN J. PLASTINO 

• Post-Register columnist ' _ · 

Former Idaho Democratic Gov. 
Cecil Andrus is depending largely on _ 
the confidence he inspired while 
serving as governor in -the. six years ~~b::::::: ,~);;, 
that time," he· 
said, "that Idaho 
had, high employ~ 

nt and there is 
reason we 

n't return to 
t level. In fact, 

the unemploy­
ment was the 
lowest per capita Cecil D. ·Andrus 
during that time compared to any 
time in the state's .history." 

Andrus blames most of the pres­
ent economic ills in Idaho to the 
economy and monetary situation on 
the national level. That includes the 
high value of the dollar, the growing 
national debt and persistent federal 
government budget deficits. • 

"It is important that we prepare 
• Idaho to return to its former ·prosper­
ity," he said. "Generally · we · must 
prepare the' economy so that we•wilJ 

1· not have the hemorrhaging in our 
three basic industries - agriculture, 
timber and mining. We must have a -
utilization internally ·and externally.,. 

Andrus outlined three main points 
that are· necessary to revitafize-
·1daho's economy: -., · 

1--:'..r-i e 'StabiJize the economy: --

' 

• Provide necessary leadership for ~· new 

faiti- 1~ : •. 
! 

·, 
i 



a t:tt:tfiW rn-sv 

. • - •. 

~es ecqn9my _as 1

, main issue 
. local e:"-isting business. Pas 11t:lrr · Hi~ probable opponent is· Lt. Gov. are alrea~y t!red _of campaigners ·and 
_ • Relieve th~ burden o_n local taxes. David Leroy, 38. Leroy has served in th~ ~lect1on 1s sttll a year away. The 

Andrus pointed to his long record state government eight years. That Bnt1sh have a better system of a -
of proven leadership as reason includes four years as attorney gen- campaign of ~mly six_weeks. • 
enough (or the people ~f Idaho. to, era! and the current four-year term as , Andrus ~1d ~e will not kn<:>w the 
return him to the states executive part-time lieutenant governor that he state financta~ picture because 1f he is 
office. coupled with private practice in a elected he will not tackle the state 

Besides his six years as governor, ·Boise law firm. • fiscal problems until early I 987. 
he served six years in the State Sen- Although Andrus has not officially "We don't know now what \1/ill be 
ate, four }'ears as U.S. Secretary of announced, he admits he is winding the state budget problems, condition · 
I~terior under P_resident C~rter and down his present cons'ulting business of the holdb~ck, or ,~ny of_ the fiscal 
smce 1980 has directed a h1sflly sue- so that he can prepare for the coming problems until then, he said. 
;essful consulting firm in Boise. gubernatorial campaign. Andi:us said the Citizens for Idaho 

He said· he ·prefers to return to his An organization, Citizens for Committee has already raised over • 
1rst love, Idaho; ra_ther than a~cept a Idaho, _is for all P!11Ctical p~rpo~es his $1~0,00Q and· he _suspects _t~e cam-
1umber of lucrative offers rn the campaign commtttee, but It will not' pa~gn wtll cost him $1 mllhon. He 
1ation's capital or another eastern convert fully to that purpose . until pointed out that Leroy also plans to 
1etropolis. . Andrus officially enters the race. The spend close to $1 million, Symms 
And~s was one of the most popu- -committee i•s headed by Robert hkely $3 mi.Ilion, Evar:is $2 million , 

\r cabinet members in the Carter Montgomery, of Boise, and formerly the congres_s1C?nal candidates another 
1ministration and was in great of Pocatello. Its office activities-are couple million,_ pl~s additional 
!mand as a· speaker or as a guest of directed by Sal Celeski, veteran Boise amounts for leg1slat1ve and other 
>nor at many social and business TV newsman. It is .presentlv engaged races. 
nctions, which is an important part in polling and evaluating the coming .. That means we are $etting to ·the 
• the nation's capital. political . Jife. , campaign. ~bscene level _of. s~ndmg $IO mil-
! preferred, ho\1/ever, . to:._ live at a _ The . latest poll , whicfl encouraged hon ~o $15 m1U~on m Idaho on the 
>1er profile, - clfriging to .- the tradi~ Andr1:1s and the Demo~rats, . shows el~ct10n cam pa1gn next year," he 
nal conservative Idaho vah:.ies3 • that.;Andrus holds a heavy margin of said. , j•• •, • • • 

i\ndr~s. has considerable home- nearly 2-1 votes over Leroy. Andrus said the economy will be 
m charisma tha~ ~P~?ls ,to voters, Andrus laments the extra long !he main_ issue in his campaign, add­
~ell , ~s. r~F, rb!hW t5? .!11,a~~ _ t~e ca!Ilpaign for 1986, ~laming muc~ of mg he will hammer hard at the pres-
1~ decision at the nght_ ttmt;. • _ this to the early start of Republican ent national Republican administta-~ 
ll_s · pr~s~cts look bnght m light candidates for the 2nd Congressional tion for bringing on the present ills. 
us_ wmnmg every county except District and the highly charged sena-

0

The present bad economic condi-
1h1 w~en he def~t Lt. Gov_. Jack _ torial contest between U.S. Sen. tions are caused by the horrendous 
-phy m the· el~tton for his last t Steve Symms and Gov. John· V. ~eficits, which hav~ brought high 
las governor: . . . • Evans. . interest rates," he said. "It makes it 
'hi.le his-administrative and busi- ·, ,; 'Tm traveling throughout Idaho impossible' for our: farmers to com-· 

backgr<;1und hav~. been-, ex ten- ~:and · touching -bases/' said Andrus, pete in the world's markets. " 
-~t S4 _years -or ag«; he still feels ,who,indicates he will not begin cam- .. You have to make a livin~ and 
·m the •.pnme of ltfe :to_ take .o_n paigning in earnest until early next that living must be worthwhile in 
:hallenges. year. ••1 believe people's eardrums Idaho," he concluded. 
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