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L E C T U R E 

Les s than five years ago, it was my good p leasur e 

to give to the world, a New Re li g ious teach i ng called " PSYCH-

I ANA 11 
• T n e s t a r t w a s v e r y h u m b J e , b u t I n s i de o f o n e y e a r , 

I 

we had rec e ived i nqui ri es regarding this New Teach i ng from 

67 different countries, and today we are sending ou r I itera-

ture into every civi I iz ed country ·on the face of the g l obe, 

and some not civi I ized . 

Befo re launch out on my address of this evening , 

I wish to invite every listene r, whethe r ove r the a ir or 

in this audience , to send his name and add r ess to me at 

l\1to s cow , I d a h o i f yo u a r e i n t e r e s t e d i n t h i s Ne w T e a c h i n g , 

and you must be interested or you wou l d not be he re. A 

p o s t c a r d o r I e t t e r add r e s s e. d to Dr • Rob I n so n , Mo s cow , I d a h o 

wi II b ring you, without any cost to you, deta i Is and complete 

i n f o r m a t i on a s to w h a t t h i s New Tea c h i n g r e a I I y me a n s • 

i nvite you to do this, and you will be sent , with in a few 

days, deta il ed i nfo r mat i on . 

My sub j ec t tonight is, "Did Jesus Christ Rise 

F r om the Dead?" 

I t seems to me that I hear Hes e in my audience 

say in g , " We ll, i s there any question about that at a ll ? " 

No w, I e t me s a y to you t h a t t he r e i s a v e r y b i g q u e s t i o n 

about it. As a matte r of fact, the r esu rrection of Jesus 

~ ''-"' 
Ch rist i s ~~ by/leve ryone who has taken the troub l e to 

examine the evidence fo r o r aga in st it. 

If this sto ry of the mir acu l ous b irth, the 



crucifixion and the resurrection of Jesus Christ were an 

or i g i n a I s tory, the n the r e m i g h t be some g round f o r be I i e v-

ing it. There are mil lions of people holding church member -

ship who say J:l:eEt they believe in the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ, but the chances are, the only reason they believe in 

it is that they were tau gh t to believe in if in early child-

hood. These mi I I ions of people have never taken t~ e ti me 
-fi\.LI\1 

to investigate for themselves the foundations of ~ faith . 

Consequently they are i n no position to g ive a reasonable 

and logical explanation as to why they believe this story, 

except that i t was handed down to them by their fo refathers . 

The story of the resurrection of Jesus Christ , 

let me repeat, is by no means an original story . If we 

e x a m i n e t h ~ B i b I es a n d t h e r e I i g i o n s o f o t h e r n a t i o n s , we 

are met with the startling fact that every essential funda-

mental of Chr i stianity was known to mi II ions of people 

hundreds and thousands of years before Christ was ever heard 

of . The history of ancient religions tells us that over a 

score of Gods had been miraculously bo rn of virgins , had 

come down to this earth to save it, had met the cruel death 

of crucifixion and had risen from the grave hundreds and 

thousands of years befo re the time of Christ . 

Now if we accept the ressurection of Jesus Ch rist 

as being true, then we are bound to also accept the resur-

r e c t i on s of t he s e o t he r c r u c i f i e d God s a s be i n g t r u e , f o r 

there is no mo re evidence that the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ was a fact than there is that the resurrection of • 

other crucified saviours was a fact.~. If a I I of 

these resurrection stories are true, then we have in heaven 
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at the p r esen t t i me , about a s c o r e o f c r uc i f i ed Gods , and 

su re ly with that n umbe r, the wo rl d cannot or shou l d not be 

I o s t. 

I f , on the othe r hand , the a c counts of the cr ue l-

f i x i on s of these Gods of a n t i q u i t y a r e no t t r u e , the n n e i the r 

is the a ccount o f the r esu rr e c t i on of the Ch r istian ' s God 

t r u e • The f a c t s reg a r d i n g the s e c r u c i f i e d God s a r e a v a i I a b I e 

to everyone who ca r es to spend the money , t i me and effo rt 

to f i nd them out . Eve r y theology p r ofesso r should know 
•t th.c 'f i)o 

t hese fac t s , bu t~ they ve r y ca ref u ll y concea l from t he ir 

fo ll owe r s , the fact that eve r y fundamen t a l of Ch r istian i ty 

did exist i n pa g an r el i g ions long before Ch ri st was eve r 

he ar d of . 

I f any of my aud i ence would I ike a reco r d of 

t h e s e God s , t h e n I s u g g e s t t h a t y o u s e n d to Mo s cow f o r a 

c opy of my l ates t book , "C r ucif i ed Gods Ga l o r e 11
• The book 

costs $4 . 00 and conta i ns ove r 400 pages of ev i d ence tha t 

the Chris t ian sto r y , ins t ead of . bein g ori g i na l, is nothing 

more no r l es s than a co py, taken d ire c t f r om paga n and 

heathen r e li g ions . 

We a r e I i v i ng i n a chan g i ng a ge . Hi sto r y i s made 

ov e r n i g h t . We a r e I i v i ng i n an age of New Dea l s . We have 

a New De a l i n Gove r nment . 'v/e have a New Dea l social l y and 

economi ca ll y . Yet by <far "the most important Rea l m that 

ex i s t s i s past by and men and women i n earnest a bout r e li g i ous 

Tr uth and i n ea r nest about the facts o f l i fe as they exist , 

have noth i ng but o l d trad i t i ons and do gm as thr own to them as 

they endeavor to keep af l oat on a tu r bulent and sto rmy re li g -

i ous sea . These o l d c r eeds and dogmas, however , do not 
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sat i s f y and the ti me has come to g i ve to men and women , to 
~ 

en li ghten th i nking men and women , A New Dea l i n Re li g i on . 

\Yf r i t i n o u r c o u n t r y 1 s r e d d e s t b I o o d a r e t h e c r u e I 

r eco r ds of the st r ugg l es and suf f er i ng s of pa tri ot is m wh ile 

l abo ri ng to give b ir th to a new nat i on . Ha ll owed b y age and 

s ac r ed memo ri es a r e the n i gh t ma r e ta l es of Va ll ev Fo r ge , 

when despair i n vain sat brooding ove r the smou l der i ng f ir es 

of hope , a nd the c o l d , da r k n i gh t of d i s appo i ntment sett l ed 

I i ke a pal I over the sons of I i be r ty . Just when the n i ght 

was da r kest , the i nf i de l Paine aga i n b r ought hope and chee r 

i n h i s book , 11 The Cr i sis , " whose opening word s, "These a r e 

the times that t r y men ' s sou l$, 11 are known to eve r y schoo l 

boy . Then f r om fa r-off F r anc e, came Lafa y e t t e , an a li en a nd 

an i n fidel, to f i g ht f o r f r eedom an d human i ty . In tha t da r k 

h o u r , B e n j a m i n F r a n k I i n , t h e Arne r i c a n S o c r a t e s , a n i n f i d e I , 

a de i s t, p r eva il ed upo n the Court of F r anctJ to se nd the aid 

t h a t mad e o u r f r eedom possib l e . 

When the !ong da r k n i ght was ove r and the mo r n of 

I i be r ty 1 s day began to b r eak , ou r fathers gathe r ed together 

to fo r mu l ate a p l an of gove r nment . After due de li be r ation , 

these great men adopted ou r fa r- famed Const i tution , as i t 

came f r o rn the hand of Governor Mo rt is , an ! nfidel . F r om 

this sacred document , they pu r posely am i +ted a ll r efe r ence 

be separate , tha. t. you and I mi ght be f r ee i ndeed . 

fo r ever 

.llYif' 

l~ ~ 

to God , dec r ee i n g t h a t r e I i g i on a n d go v e r n rn en t s h o u I d 

Now , I r e a I i z e t h e f a c t t h a t i t i s a d a n g e r o us 

th i ng to attempt to change the re li gious i deas of those , who 
. 

f r om ch il dhood , have been satu r ated with c r eeds , dogmas and 
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tr ad i + i o n s expou nded to them by some re i i g i o u s o r gan i zat ion, 

w h i c h h a s n o t s u bm i t t e d t h e f a i n t e s t s c i n t i I I a o f e v i d e n c e 

o f i ts truth . But the day i s here , J 1 ai;;nza:±, when men and 

women a r e c r yi ng fo r someth i ng s u bstant i a l i n the Rea l m o f 

r e li gion and it i s my p ur pose , as l ong a s I live and desp ite 

a ll the opposition poss i b l e , to g i ve to th i s wo rl d , what 

be li eve to be a sane , l o g i ca l and r a ti ona l r e i i g i on , an d 

one wh i ch actu al l y bri ngs ach i evement w i t h i t her e a nd now . 

The r e a re those who w i II te ll me that i f take 

away the superhuman o ri g i n and a u tho ri ty of the B i b l e , 

d e s tr oy r e li g i o n . They will te ll me that I take awa y the ir 

o nl y mo r a l gu i de and l e a ve them d ri f ti ng on an unknown sea . 

Th i s i s not so , fo r t he foundation of r e i i g i o n an d mo r a ls 

i s e n t ir e l y i ndependent of any book o"'V ve r ba l r e v e l at i on . 

At th i s Eas t e r t i me , sha ll 
~/ 

we, i n the I i g ht o f 

It i s a pa rt of ma n and natu r e . 

r easo n, ex amin e the foundat i on of ou r fa ith . Let us p r o ve 

ou r be li efs and ho l d fast on l y that wh i ch i s good-- that 

wh i ch wi ll stand the test of r eason o r expe r ience . Le t u s 

f ir st up r oot the weeds tha t flower s may grow . Let us fo ll ow 

the heaven I y L i g h t thou g h i t I e ads us away f r om the f I e s h -

po t s of contentmen t, throu g h the dead sea o f ou r cher i shed 

hopes , over the a ri d dese rt of d i sappo i ntmen t . Let us 

f o I I o w , t h o u g h o u r f r i e n d s f o r s a k e u s a n d o u r e n e m i e s m.a k e 

wa r upon us, and though f am i nes of do ub t and pest il enc e o f 

despa ir make u s to g r ow s i ck at hea r t , ca r efu ll y , chee r fu l ly, 

l et u s f o ll o w t he I i ght of r eason , fo r on l y thus may we hope 

t o r each the p r omised l and of T r u t h . 
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True religion i s a realization of one's relations 

and obi igations to God and his fellowmen . The B i b le , I ike 

other writin g s, both sacred and profane, may help to point 

out the way to true religion and to God, but it is no necessary 

part of that rei igion, or of God . All that is g ood or true 

or helpful in the B ible will still remain for us after a 

belief in its superhuman orig i n has ceased to exist . With 

this view o f the B ible as a work of man, all i ts curelties 

and i mmora I i ties, its absurdities and contradictions, Deute r -

onomy and Esther , Jonah and the Whale--at I cease to trouble . 

They are but the chaff a m idst the wheat, the dross amidst 

the gold . 

These facts take away no funda men t al truth of any 

true religion, for there is no religion hi g her than the 

Truth . No an c i en t t r a d i t ion, no Church co u n c i I , no C h r i s t ian 

creed can decide fo r you or for me what is true , what is 

g ood, what is ins p ire d , what is the Word of God . /God 1 s ever-

i n spirin g word is written on every pa g e of n a t ure . The laws 

of nature are the laws of nature's Go d, not proclaimed alone 

to a favore d few in a g es past, b ut ever revealed in every 

a g e to every man whose mind and heart is open to receive the 

sacred t r u t h • No, t h i s does not I eave us d r if t i n g he I p I e s s I y 

on the g reat unknown . It leaves us with our reason, which 

is the safest guide when upon the boundless deep . Better to 

sai I alone upon a shoreless sea, tossed by the waves of 

thou g ht, driftin g with the winds of truth, g uided only by the 

stars o f hope and reason then to be soothed to sleep by a 

siren's song amid the rocks and breakers of a false belief . 
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which he elaborated, as other moral teachers , to great extremes . 

3 . That Christ differs so a r-a c te r , 

preaching, and practical li some of the orienta l Gods, 

that no perso~ ~s no~lorably warped and biased 

by early tra-t-ning can call one divine while he considers the 

other human . 

----------~~-------------- ----- ~ 4.., __.ll:kl-f:-i-f-&tir'T"Sf was a God, th t n all were Gods . 

If time permitted this even i ng, the r e is noth i ng 

I would li ke better than to g ive you the names and dates 

and evidences of a score of crucified and resurrected Gods, 

long before Chr i st's time . But, time will not permit, so 

fdr the balance of my address, want to examine the evidence 

f;J t h e ~ e s u r r e c t i o n of C h r i s t • 

~ r e I i g ion has any t h i n g to fear f rom any t h i n g 

may say, for Truth always gains from bein g investi gated. It 

i s e r r or a I one t h a t s h r i n k s f rom i nq u i r y • I shall ask you 

to remem ber this, for while criticism and opposition make 

not much difference to me, yet I would have you see the 

true p icture of alI an tryin g to do . There must be con-

sidera b le truth in my messa ge, ot herwise it would have died 

a natural death lon g a go. People must be receptive to my 

teaching or it would never have attained the enormous 

strides in f ive years t ha t it has attained . Persora lly, 

thin k the e n tire Christian story had a nat ural and human 

origin and ev o lution, just I ike hundreds of other religions 

have had . I do not believe it to be "supernaturally re-

vealed 11 reli g ion, but like all other re l i g ions, I do think 

it is the outcome of a natural and human g rowth and a 
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natural and human origin . 

This belief has not been arrived at over night by 

any means and you may depend upon it that I am pretty posi-

tive of my g round and am prepared to prove my st~ndpoint 

otherwise, I should not be here . 

Now , pIe as e f o I I ow me c I o s e I y and I s h a I I be happy 

to debate, on this platform, with any priest, p reacher, or 

theology professor in existence, any point ment ioned by ~' 

provided that I feel the criticisms or points are honest l y 

made, and made with a view to determine what is the Truth 

of the matter. I have no time to engage in argument with 

priests, preachers or theologians for argument's sake for 
~ ..e. ~ t~ -:51 6--.1" ~" ~.«·e..() .. 

my te.&cl~ing yery effec+ill~ ,i ts eU . 0-J? The corner stone of Christianity is the resu r -

rection of Jesus Ch rist . If Chr ist d id not rise from the 

dead, Christianity crumbles . Prove tha t Christ did not rise 

from the dead, and you prove that Christ ianity is but a 

superstition--a superstition born of ignorance and credulity, 

of piety and fraud, of weakness and cunning , of priestcraft 

and persecut i on--a superstiJion that must d i sappear as fast 

as its real character is found out . 

The doctrine of the resurrection from the dead 

is far older than Ch ristianity . Thousands of years befo re 

the preaching peasant of Palestine was born, India, Egypt , 

Baby lonia - -all the ancient countries, in deed - -knew the story 

of the resurrection . These countries, whose reli g ioos 

were of g reat antiquity, had numerous gods . They had virgin-

born saviours who were the sons of their gods . These savior~ 
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while they lived, preached and worked miracles, and after 

their death, they arose again and ascended into heaven . 

Al l the doct rines of Ch ristianity are far o l de r 

than Christ; and all that can be said in favor of the res-

u r r e c t i on of C h r i s t c a n be S·a i d i n f a v o r of the res u r r e c t I on 

of a doz en other saviours . 

As l have s t a ted, t i me w i I I not p e r'm i t a s t u d y of 

a I I o f t h e r e s u r r e c t ,i o n s o f t h e s e p a g a n go d s , b u t I w a n t to 

consider here, the resurrection of a few of them. 

About twelve centuries before Chr ist was bo rn-

and there is no certainty that he ever was bo rn--Chr ishna, 

the crucified Hindoo savior, rose from the dead and 

ascended into heaven . Attended by celestial spirits, amid 

the wondrous i I lumination of heaven and earth, Ch rishna, 

the savior of men , slowly rose from earth to Pa ra dise , 

while witnesses exclaimed with joy; 11 Lo, Chrishna 1 s .sou l 

ascends its native skies . " 

Five centuries before Ch ri st , the great Buddha , 

the founder of Buddh ism--a religion that now embraces one

third of the human race- -l ay dead in India . From heavenls 

supreme God came the command: 11 Rise, Holy Lovet 11 Then the 

shroud of Buddha unro ll ed itself; by d ivine powe r the lid 

of his coffin was r emoved ; and Buddha, the En li (:Jhtened One , 

the savior of mank ind, released from the gr i p of death , rose 

to heaven's g lory. 

Ancient Egypt worshipped the risen Os iris. ~ 

B o J"I"V1"'iC"k, - f1i'" tr+s- 11 ~y.p-t 1-e n- -B-e> I ret, 11 -sa v s :""'"" I t i s as ton i s h i n g 

to find that, at least five thousand years ago, men trusted 
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i n Os iri s as the 1 ri sen sa vi o r' and conf i dently hoped to ri s e, 

as he arose , f r om the g r ave . " Among the Gr eeks , ,<\es c u l apius , 

the son of God , the sav i or , the d i v i ne hea l e r,-- he who was 

ca ll ed the "Great Phys i c i antt --afte r be i ng put to death , r ose 

i n t r~ 0mph f r om the g r ave . 

The r esu rr ec ti on of gods was a fundamenta l i de a in 

the re li g i ons of a ll the nat i ons by wh i ch the Jews were su r-

r ounded . With these re i i g i ons the Jews we r e fam i I i ar , and 

f r om them they bo rr owed many i deas . Fo r example , the worsh i p 

of Adon i s , the v i rg i n-born sav i o r o f the Sy ri ans , was we ll 

known to the Jews l ong befo r e the t i me of Chris t. The J e ws 

themse l ves wo r sh i pped Adon i s . This wa s a pa r t of the i do l at r y 

i nto wh i ch they were cont i nual l y laps i ng . I n the Heb r ew , the 

wo r d 11 Adon i s , 11 means 11 0u r Lordtt; and th i s god had an a l ta r 

i n the ve r y temp l e of Jehovah a t J er usa l em . The r esur r e cti on 

of Adon i s was annua ll y ce l ebrated i n Judea --i n Beth l ehem , 

i ndeed--even as l ate as 386 A. 0 . St. Jerone says : ttOve r 

Beth l ehem the g r ove of Tammuz , that i s , of Adon i s , was cas t-

i ng it s shadow l And i n the g r o tt o whe r e forme rl y the i nfa n t 

Ano i nted , Christ Jesus , cr i ed , the l over of Venus was being 

mou r ned . 11 Obse r ve the sign i f i cance of th i s decla r ation . 

In the g r o t to , the cave , where Jesus cried , Adon i s , says th i s 

Chr i stian Father , was mourned . Fo r centu ri es the church 

had a t r ad i t i on t h a t C h r i s t was bo r n i n a cave . Among the 

Fathe r s of the chu r ch , who be li eved tha t t r ad i tion, was St . 

Jerone , the l earned ecc l es i ast i c who t r ans l ated the Lati n 

Vu l gate of the Bi b l e , and thus gave the Chr i stian wor l d i ts 

tt \'v o ·r d of God • 11 T h i s s a i n t t e I I s u s t h a t n e a r I y f o u r h u n d r e d 
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years after the b i rth of Ch r ist , t he death and r esu rr e c t i on 

of Adon i s , the myt h i ca l s a v i o r o f t he Sy ri ans , we r e obs erve d 

i n the ve r y ca ve wh er e t he Chris t i a n savior was beli eved t o 

ha ve be~ n bo rn. But t h ere i s ano t he r th i ng wo rt h no ti ng in 

c o nn ec tio n w i th the dea t h and resu rr e c t ion of Adon i s , a nd 

t hat is t ha t acco r d i ng t o th e l ear ned autho r of t ha t master

P i e c e of s c h o I a r s h i p -- 11 B i b 1 e lv\y t h s and the i r P a r a I I e I s i n 

othe r Re i i g i ons"- - the ce l eb r a t ion of the r esu rr e c t i on of 

Adon i s , became the ce l ebrat i on of t he r esu rr ect i on of Jesu s 

Ch r i st. Is there any wonde r that orthodox churches a r e 

s il ent a bout the sc i ence of comparat i ve r e l ig i ons , when that 

sc i ence proves that our r eputed d i v i ne r e li g i on i s but a 

p a g a n s up e r s t i t i o n u n de r a no t he r name? How co u I d t he c I e r g y 

preach abou t t he un i queness of Ch ri st if the rr cong r egat i ons 

were fam i I ia r with my book, Crucif i ed Gods Galo r e ? 

For if the story of the resu rr ect i on of a god 

who was the so n of a god i s far o l d e r than Chr i st i an i ty , i f 

thousands of milli ons of people i n I nd i a , Egypt, Baby l on i a , 

Pe r sia , G r eece and Rome li ved and d i ed i n the conviction 

that sav i o r g ods had ri sen fro~ the dead in the ir beha l f , 

and if these r esu rr ect i on stor i es were wel l known to the 

pe o ple amon g whom Ch ri stianity a r ose , how can we be certa in 

th a t the accou n t of Ch ri s t' s resu rr ect i on i s no t t h e anc i e n t 

myth to l d aga i n? 

The wo r sh i p of Os i r i s con ti nued fo r about s i x 

thousa nd yea r s . Du ri nG t hat t i me , thousands of mi I I i ons o f 

Egyptians i mp li c i t l y be l ieved that he had ri sen f r om the 

dead . Chr i st i an it y i s l ess than two thousand yea r s o l d ; a nd 

• 
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the r esu rr ect i on of Chr i st i s r e j ec t ed today by nea rl y eve r y 

h uman be i ng who has impa rti a ll y exam i ned i ts cla ims . 

By what c ri te r ion , then , sha ll we d e c i de that the 

r esu rr ect i o n of Osi ri s was a fab l e , wh il e the r es urrec t i on 

of Ch ri st was a fac t ? Buddh i srr i s at th i s hou r t he r e li g i on 

o f f i ve hund r ed milli on huma n be i ngs . Chr i s t iani t y in a ll 

i ts fo r ms cannot numbe r one mi II i <D n i nte lli gent be l ieve r s --

peop l e who know wha t t hey be li eve , and why they be li eve it; 

peop l e who have exam i ned the foundat i ons of the ir fa i th , and 

are sat i sf i ed that those foundat i ons a r e sound . By wha t 

st anda r d , I ask aga i n , a r e we jus ti f i ed i n dete r mi n i ng tha t 

the Buddh i s t s a r e mi staken abou t the r esu rr e c tion of the ir 

sav i o r , and that the Ch r ist i an be li ef is founded upon a 

r eve l a ti on f r om God? I s a r e li g i on fa l s e me r e l y bec ause it 

happens to be anothe r ma n' s r e li g i on? Is my r e I i gJ on t r ue 

s imp l y be c ause i t i s mi ne? Buddha , according to Buddh i sm , 

a r o s e from the dead , f i ve hund r ed yea r s befo r e Ch ri st wa s 

born . Does that make the sto r y of his resu rr ect i on fa l se? 

Buddh i sm i s the r e i i g i on of mo r e than twice as many peop l e 

' as se ri ous l y p r ofes s Ch ri s ti a nit y . Does that p r ove tha t 

Buddha d i d not ri se f r om the dead , but that Chri s t d i d? ~hy , 

my Ch ri st i an f ri end , do you r e j ect as fa l se He d ivi ne r esu r-

r ect i ons of the o l d r e i i g i o o s , and a c cept as true the r e s ur-

r ect i on sto r y of the r e li gion of yeste r day? 

Wil I you answe r by saying that Buddha was on l y a 

man , and , the r efore , could not rise f r om the dead ; that Ch ri s t 

was God , and as God , conque r ed the g r ave? Let me show you 

that th i s i s the pos i t i on you must take ; I sha ll a l so show 
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you that you can not maintain it. If Christ was only a man, 

his death was only a human death, and therefore could not be 

an atonement for the ~ins of the world. Christianity teaches 

t h a t C h r i s t w a s God ; t h a t h i s s a c r i f i c e w a s d i v i n e a n d i n f i n i t e ; 

and that as God , he rose from the dead . But if Christ was 

God , how could he die? How could a few moments' suffering 

de s f r o y t h e I n f i n i t e r e s o u r c e s o f a God 1 s I o n g e v i t y ? How 

could a God 's Infinite hold on life be conquered by the frail 

means used to overcome the I ife of a man? Noth in g could be 

more flagrantly absurd than the i dea that a God was put to 

death by p ier cing the hands and feet r of a Jewish peasant 1 

B u t I e t u s s u p p o s e t h a t God d i d d i e • L e t u s 

supoose that the creator of the universe threw his I ife away , 

and allowed the crucif i xion to reduce him to the cold, 

pathetic stillness of death . Go d was dead1 They bu ried 

himl God lay dead in the tomb ~ \-/e ll, how d id he come to life 

again? Who , or what, resurrected him? A dead God becomes 

a living God --by what means? Could he thrill his nerves 

with the melody of I ife when he was dead? Could he, in death, 

r e -a n i m a t e w i t h i n t i n i t e d e s i g n.s t h e b r a i n f r om w h i c h a I I 

consciousness had fled? If he could not return himself to 

I ife, what in the universe could res tore him? There was no 

other God to resurrect him . He was the on l y God , and he was 

deadl~Think of the audacii·y of the superstition that would 

attempt to paralyze our faculties and dwarf ou r minds, pervert 

our emotions and benumb o ur powers of ~erception, by having 

us believe tha t a God of infinite vlisdom and power--grand , 

wondrous and sublime in the wealth of his everlasting mastery 
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of a boundless universe- - came down among the ancient Jews; 

allowed them to nail him to a cross; threw away his life wi~h 

the recklessness of a gamester; was bu ried in a hole in a 

r o ck just ou tside of Jerusalem; and there, while dead, infused 

himself with life again; fled from his tomb, and flew back 

to heav~n~ No Arabian tale, no story ever invented to scare 

children, could be mo re absurdly false than this fundamental 

fable of Christianity. If Ch rist was a man, he d id not rise 

from the dead, for dead men have the uniform habit of stay

ing dead. If he was God , he could not and did not die, and 

therefore, he could not and did not rise from the dead . 

There is another point I wish to b rin g befo re you. 

Suppose that there was a Jewish ref ormer named Jesus two 

thousand years ago; suppose his enemies succeeded in bring

i~ g him to the cross; how can it be known that he d ied in 

t he c r u c i f i x i on'? A c co r d i n g to t he Go s p e I of L u k e , C h r i s t 

was on the cross about three hours. If Ma rk is correct, 

he hung on the cross about six hours, It is altogether im-

probabl 'f that a man should have d ied of crucifixion i n that 

len g th of time . Crucifixion was a long-drawn-out agony . 

The victim died , not from the loss of b l ood, but from He 

protracted nervous strain and from hunger . F re~uently, the 

c r u c i f i e d I i v e d on the c r o s s for sever a I days • A Negro 

slave, crucified in Jamaica in 1760, lived on the cross for 

two hun dred and ten hours,--nearly nine days . In Kitto's 

"Biblical Encyclopedia," a standard orthodox work, it is 

said that "We may consider thirty-six hours to be the earliest 

period at which crucifix~on would occasion death in a healthy 

adult . " 
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Now i f a h e a I t h y m a n w o u I d I i v e a t I e a s t t h i r t y

six hours on a cross, how shal I we explain the death of 

Christ in three or six hours? Was Christ a weakling? Did 

he I a c k aver age he a I t h and endurance? \'lh y . d i d he d i e 1i: n so 

short a time? Again , we are told that the soldiers broke 

the legs of the thieves, who were crucified with him, but 

his le gs were not b roken. This makes it mo re diff i cult. to 

believe that he should have died so early; and quite reason

able to suppose that these unbroken l egs may have enabled 

him to get away later on l It is said, however , that he was 

speared i n the side, and that blood and vtahu came from the 

wound . Bu t nothing is said as to the seriousness of this 

wound . It was only in the side, and there is no i nt imation 

that it touched any vital organ, o r was more than a s li ght 

f I e s h w o u n d • Mo r e o v e r , s c i e n c e , v o i c i n g i t s c o n s I u s i o n i n 

Dr. Schmiedel's arti,cle on "John, Son of Zebedee," in the 

"Encyclopedia Bi b lica," declares that , "In spire of all 

efforts , no one has yet been ab l e to show that b lood and 

water actually do flow from a wound of th i s kind . 11 The 

Go s p e I f a b u I i s t w a s no t up i n h i s p h y s i o I o g y 1 

When told that Ch rist was dead , P ilate ma rveled 

that he should have d ied in so short a time; and when the 

crucified was taken from the cross, he was not examined by 

p h v s i c i a n s t o a s c e r t a i n w h e t h e r h e w a s r e a I I \; d e a d • No 

effort was made to determine whether the last spa r k of life 

had fled . No restoratives were administered . In view of 

these facts, who shal I say that Ch rist was dead? How can 

we know that he had not swooned? How can we be sure that 

his disappointment and his pain had not ban ished conscious-
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nes s f r om he r th r one whi l e li fe r ema i ned? How can we be 

ce r ta i n that he was not bu r ied a l ~ve , but unconsc i ous? He 

was not bu r i e d i n the e a r t h • He was I a i d i n a s e p u I c he r i n 

a rock . Against t he mouth of th i s tom b a stone was ro ll ed . 

I f he was yet a liv e , he had a ir to b reathe , and in a few 

hou r s he may have r ecove r ed consciousness . Perhaps the stone 

that stood between him and f r eedom was not too la r ge fo r him 

to r o I I away; o r h i s d i s c i p I e s , r e turn i n g to the tomb i n the 

night , may have heard h is c r y fo r ass i stance , and helped h im 

to make h i s e s cape . On the othe r hand , if he was dead, they 

may have sto l en away h i s body and bu r i ed it whe r e none mi ght 

f i nd his g r ave . Eithe r of these suppositions is inf i nite l y 

mo r e probab l e than that a dead man o r a dead Gdd , rose f r om 

the dead . Men i n pa i n have swooned ; men have been bur i ed 

a li ve ; dead men have been sto l en f r om thei r g r aves . The s e 

things are natu r a l--wi th i n human experience . But a lI ex -

pe ri ence den i es that J dead ma n eve r became a l ive again; 

a n d t he who I e u n i v e r s e m o c k s the s up e r s t i t i o n t h a t a God 

cou l d di el 

Do hea r some Ch r istian s ay that the Roman so l d i e r s 

gua r ded Je s 0s 1 t omb, and that , the r efo r e , his dis ci p l es cou l d 

not have sto l en his body? Mathew i s the only write r who 

me n t i ons the Roman gua r d ; and he as s u r es us that the gua r d 

was no t p l a c ed at the tomb unt il the se cond n i gh t . Du ri ng 

the who l e of the fi r st nigh t, the r e was no gua r d at the g r ave . 

'\./hat was there , then , to p r event Ch ri st ' s escape , if he we r e 

a l ive , o r h i s body f r om be i ng taken away , ~ f he we r e dead? 

Noth i ng t Admitting , the r efo r e , tha t so l d i e r s were stat i on e d 

a t J e s us 1 g r ave on the second n i s h t, as Ma t thew says ; a dm i t -
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t i ng a I so that they sea I ed the tomb, and stood guard un t i I 

they were off icially relieved of their watch, the story of 

the resurrection gains nothing, for he may have escaped, or 

been stolen away, during the first ni g ht, when, as yet , there 

was no g uard about . In such a situation, we might reasonably 

suppose that the soldiers arrived a day too late, and that 

they gua rded an empty tomb . 

But there is something else to be said in connection 

w i t h t h e g u a r d • \1 h o we n t to P i I a t e a n d a s ked h i m to s e t a 

g uard at the sepulcher? The chief pritsts and Phar isees--

the jewish Sanhedrin. ~hy did they ask for a gua rd? Matthew 

says they said to P ilate: "Lest his disciples c ome by night 

and steal him away, and say un to the pe op le, he is risen 

from the dead ." Mark well this fact--the ·· day after the cru.:. 

cifixion of Chr ist, the idea of his bein g stolen from the 

g rave was, according to .. atthew, in the minds of the jewish 

leaders. Is not that significant? In assurin g us that the 

Jews feared that the bod~ · of Jesus would be stolen, the 

11 ins 1) ired 11 writer unwittin g ly suggests the solution of the 

e mpty tombl 

Bu t was there reall y a guard at the sepulcher? 

~.'latthew al o ne say th ere was . The testimony of the other 

Go spels proves that there was not. That testimoney is nega-

tive, positive and conclusive;--negative in that neither 

~ark, no r luke, nor John knows anythin g whatever of the 

gu ard--positive, in that accordin g to ti.ark and luke the 

women brought splces to anoint the body of Jesus, which they 

wo uld no t have done had they known that Roman soldiers stood 



20 

gua r d at h i s grave ,--conc l usive , in that the women on r each-

i ng the tomb , said among themse l ves : "Who sha ll ro ll us away 

the stone from the doo r of the sepu l che r?" The women saw no 

so l d i e r s at the t omb , eithe r to gua r d i t o r to r o ll f r om it s 

po r ta I the c l os i ng s t one , because the r e we r e none the r e . 

That the story of the watch i s a myth i s fu r the r 

p r oved by Matthew's statement that the Jew i sh pr i est~ b ri bed 

t he so l die r s to say that , "H i s d i sciples c ame by n i gh t , a nd 

sto l e h im away wh il e we s le p t. " The Roman so l d i e r' s devot i on 

t o d u ty has never been su r pas s ed in the mi I i ta r y an~a l s of 

t h e w o r I d • Mo r e o v e r , u n d e r t h e i n f I e x i b I e d i s c i p I i n e of 

Roman mi I i ta ri sm , the so l die r wh o s l ept on duty was unce r e -

mon i ously executed . Yet Matthew wou l d have us be l ieve tha t 

fo r a br i be , Roman so l die r s no t on l y so l d ou t the ir hono r, 

but exposed themse l ves to the ce r ta i nty of immed iate and 

i g nom ini ous death l This i s not on l y a I i be I a I i ke on the 

i nteg rit y and san it y of the ma r tia l characte r of Rom e : i t 

i s an ins u I t t o the common sense of the wo rI d . 

I f yet fu r ther test i mony be requ ir ed to pro ve that 

there was no watch a t the tomb , i t i s found i n the fact t h a t , 

acco r d i ng to the Gospe l s , nobody fe lt the need of one . \Y/ h y? 

Because the d i sc i ples be l ieved that Chr i st was dead , and 

that he wou l d rema in dea d-- be cause they knew noth i ng of h i s 

resu rr ection , and were not l ook i ng fo r it. luke say s t ha t 

when the women to l d the d i scip l es of the r esu rr ection , 

"the ir wo r ds seemed to them (the d i sc i p les) as i d l e ta e es , 

and they believed them not . " Why d i d the d i sc i p l es r efuse 

to be l ieve? let John answer : "For as yet they knew no t the 
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S c r i p t u r e t h a t he m us t r i s e a g a i n f rom the dead . 11 To whom 

is John r eferring particular l y? To Peter and " the disciple 

w h om J e s u s I o v e d , 11 a.n d w i t h t n em a I I t h e d i s c i p l e s • A c c o r d -

i n g to the S y no p t i c Go s p e I s , P e t e r w a s t he p r i n c e of the 

disciples; according to John, the chief disciple was the 

d isci p l e whom Jesus l oved--t ha t is to say , John . These bosom 

compa~ions of Jesus went and behe ld his empty t omb . They 

we r e a m a z e d t o f ir n d i t em p t y • \/ h y ? ,3' e c a u s e 11 t h e y 11 
- - t h e 

foremost disciples who must have understood the mission of 

their maste r's life, -- "kne w no t the Sc ripture that he mus t 

rise again from the dead ." 

Now I e t u s a s k : i f t h e m o s t i n t i m a t e d i s c i p I e s 

o f Ch ri st , those who knew h im bes t and were most devoted to 

h i m--those who had fo ll owed h im throughout h is who l e career -

if these had never hea r d of h is coming resurrecti on , where 

mid the Jewish pr i ests get the ir suspic i on that his disciples 

would claim he had ris en from the dead? Did Christ go and 

app ri se his enem i es of a stupendous secret which he kept 

c a ref u I I y g u a r de d f r om h i s f r i ends? The rn i o i s t ry of C h r i s t 

laste d fo r one year , or fo r three- - the Gospels are so fu l I 

of contradictions that nothing definite can be learned from 

them -- and du rin g a ll tha-f time , according to John, h i s 

disciples never hea r d fro~ him that he was to r ise f r om the 

dead . Yet the p ri ests at Jerusalem, whom he had scarcely 

seen, knew a ! I about the Ch risti an doc tti ne of the r esu rrec-

t ion l If the d i sc i p l es were i n i gnorance as to a propo sed 

resu rr ect i on , nothin g could be more r easonab l y certain th an 

that the pr i ests and Pha rise es had never heard of i t; and 

i f these men of the Sanhedr in knew nothing of Chi i st 1 s 
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teaching that he would rise from t~e dead , they certain l y did 

not ask Pilate to set a guard at the tomb . 

I am , of course, aware that, according to Matth ew , 

Jesus had said to the scribes and Pharisees: "For as Jonas 

was i-hree days and th ree nights in the whale's be ll y, so shall 

t h e S o n o f m a n b e t h r e e d a y s a n d t h r e e n i g h t s i n t h e h e a rt o f 

the earth . " But there a r e fou r decisive facts which prove 

the spurious characte r of this supposed prophecy . These 

facts are , f i rst , that our know l edge of the or i g i n of the 

Gospels makes it qu i te unreasonab l e to rely upon anything they 

contain as be in g the words of Christ; secondly , that this pro -

phecy was unknow~ to the disciples , since , as the Gospe ls 

show , they did not anticipate the resurrection; thirdly, . . 
that according to the prophecy, Christ compared his prospec-

tive stay in the earth with the myth of Jonas' sojourn in 

the whale--likened his resurrection to an event that never 

happened; and four thly, that whereas, according to the 

prophecy, he was to be in the earth three days and three 

n i g h t s , t h e Go s p e I s r e p r e s e n t h i m t o h a v e be e n i n t h e g r a v e 

only one night and a few hours alike of the p recedin g and of 

the following day--that is to say , perhaps thirty hours in 

al I. He was buried on F riday evening; his g rave was empty 

at sunrise on Sunday morn ing, if not, indeed , according to 

~atthew , at the end of the Sabbath, on Saturday evening . By 

no possibi l ity, therefore, can his stay in the sepulcher be 

harmonized with the duration of Jonas' alleged confinement 

in the whale, since thirty hours or less cannot be made to 

cover a period of three days and three n i ghts . 
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But the s l eeping sentr i es su ici d i ng fo r p ri es tly 

go l d to spread the rumor that a grave was vacated ~ not by a 

r i s e n God b u t by a s to I e n co r ps e ~ i s b u 1· o n e of 1· h e f o n d f a n-

cies of "The Gospe l Acco r d i ng to St. fV1atthew . 11 In his exuber -

ant i mag in at i on , the wr i ter of this p i ous p i ece assures us 

t h a t w he n C h r i s t w a s c r u c i f i e d m a n y u nus u a I ph en om e n a o c c u red • 

An ea r thquake rent the ve il of the temp l e in twai~; to r e 

rocks asunder , and opened ihe g r aves of s l eeping saints . 

Thereupon , these sa i nts "arose", and stand i ng upright o r sit

ting in their tombs po li tely waited unt il Chr is t had r ise n 

f r om the dead, when they left their g r aves , "and went into 

the holy city, and appeared unto many ." The r esur r ection of 

these 11 sai,.ds" bo rn from death i nto li fe i n the shattering 

r umble of an earthquake , stands on prec i sely the same 

authority as the resurrection of Christ . So there was not 

one resurrection only ; the re were many . 

But who were these resurrected saints so defe ren t ial 

to Ch ri st that they r ema i ned in the ir open g raves f r om 

friday evening ti II Sunday mo r n i ng? 1·1ow lo ng had they been 

dead? l-id they come f r om their tombs i n the ir putrefy i ng 

fl esh? in the ba r eness of thei r clattering bones? o r me rely 

as unsubstantia l ghos tly forms? We re they clothe r or nude? 

And who were the "many" to whom they appeared? D i d they d ie 

again soon? If they came f r om a wor l d of end l es s j oy , why 

d i d they not leave mank i nd some record of their experience 

i n the real m of the dead? I s i t not strange that the hi s tory 

of the time is si l ent about t~,1atthew 1 s earthquake ; that the 

Jews never heard of the r end i ng of the sacred temple 's ve il; 
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and that the appea ran ce in Je r usa l em of a b and of resur r ected 

saints -- co r pses infused wi th lif e for exh i b i t i on pu r poses -

ne i the r excited the s li ghtest commo ti on , no r d r ew f r om the 

pen of a n y wr it er of t he t ime even the passing not i ce of a 

s i n g I e I i n e? How s h a I 1 we e x p I a i n t he f a c t t h a t t h r e e of t h e 

Gospels and the un i ve r sa l vo i c e of history have abso l ute l y 

i gno r ed these s t upendous mir acles? Ve r y s i mp l y . They neve r 

happened except i n ~~atthew ' s pe rf e r v i d- in agination l 

Let me say here , that i n assum i ng th a t the Gospe l s 

were written by the men whose names they bea r, do so me r e l y 

for conven i ence . As a ma tt e r of. fact , nobody knows who 

wrote a I i n e o f any of the Go s p e I s • I t i s c e r t a i n t h a t they 

we r e not wri tten by the d i sciples of Ch ri st , or by anybody 

acqua i nted with Christ o r his i mmediate fol l owers . They are 

no t the Gospe l s o f Ma t the w, ~ark , Lu ke and John ; bu t Gospe ls 

11 acco r d i ng 11 to these pe r sons . These supe r sc r ipt i ons did not 

or i g i na ll y be l o,ng to the Gospe l s; t hey we r e added by t he 

c h or c h ; and w he the r Ma tt hew , f\.ia r k , Luke and John were eve r 

mo r e r eal than the i mag i nary cha rac te r s of f i ct i on , nobody 

will eve r know . Where these Gospe ls we r e written , and when , 

are matte r s of equa l uncertainty . There i s no ev i dence , 

whateve r , to show that they we re i n ex i stence durin g the 

f ir st century after the supposed events they p r etend to 

des c ribe . Eme r ging f r om the da r kness of ear l y Chr i stian 

t i ~e s, who lly anonymous in the ir cha r acter , composed of myths 

and le g ends that had floated for ages i n the fancy of i gno r

ance and c r edu li ty , se l ected f r om a s p urious mass of p i ous 

d ri ve l, dec l a r ed d i vine by s upe rsti t i ous p ri es t s and t he 

vo tes of quarr e l ing r e i i g i ou s counci I s , embellished wit h 

f r a ud s by fo r g i ng han ds i n the int erest of the ch u rch --
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such were and are the Gospels; and the doctt i ne that they are 

t he i n s p i r e d w o r d of God i s a f o n d r e I i g i o us f i c t i on t h a t 

rests on no authority whatever, but the lies of priests . Bu t 

for convenience, I assume that they were written by those 

whose names they bea r. 

The sto ry of Ch rist's resurrection is p roved to 

be hopelessly false by the clamoring tongues of its many con

tradictions . Was Christ embalmed before he was buried? John 

tel Is us that he was. Ac cordin g to John, Joseph of Arimathea 

and Nicode mus embalmed him with a mixture of "myrrh and aloes 

of about o ·t hundred pounds wei g ht"--enou g h to embalm a dozen 

bod i e s ! A c c o r d i n g to ~~~ a tt h e w , h e w a s n o t em b a I me d ; a n d l u K e 1 s 

srory p lainly shows that there was no embalmment. luke says 

he was wrapped in linen and laid i n the sepulcher, and that 

the women who saw him so laid away, returne d to prepare 

spices and ointments which they brou ght to the tomb later. 

But why sh ould the women who, according to lu~e, saw the 

body laid away, prepare spices to embalm it if they knew 

that it was already embalmed as elaborately as John describes? 

According to Luke, the women prepared the embalming spices 

befo re the Sabbath began -- befo re sunset on Friday; according 

t o I vi a r k , t h e y d i d n o t b u y t h e n t i I I a f t e r t h e S a b b a t h h a d 

ended--after sunset on Saturday . Surely no one wi I I ever 

accuse the Scriptures of monotonous harmony! 

How many women came to the sepulcher? John says 

that one came--~,1ary Magdalene. Matthew says there were two-

Mary ~a gd alene and the othe r ~ary . Mark holds that there 

were three--f',ilary Magdalene, ~.'.ary the mother of James, and 

Salome . And luke in sists that there were at least five--
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"Ma r y Magda len and Joanna, and Ma ry the mothe r 'of James, and 

othe r women that we r e with them ." Four in spired wri te r s , yet 

not one of them can te ll us how many women came to the sepu lc he r 

of a r i s e n God l 

At what time did the women come to the tomb? Ma t-

thew says they came 11 in the end of the Saba t h 11 --at sunset 

Satu r day evening . l\.1a rk says they came at sun ri se on the 

f ir st day of the week --on Sund~y morn i ng . 

\'1/hen the women came to the tomb they found it 

empty . The stone had been rolled away . The grave clothes 

l ay whe re they had been cast . Jesus was no longer in the 

g r ave . How l ong had the sepu l che r been empty? Nobody kn6ws . 

!''-lo w r i t e r v e n t u r e s t h e i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t h e w a s p r e s e n t w h e n 

the resurrection took p l ace ; nor does any wri.ter say that 

anybody else eve r said that he or she was present when i t 

happened . Tbe resurrection stands without a single w i tness . 

! II that the Gospe l s te I I us i s that when the women v isited 

the tomb Jesus was not the r e . 

When the women came to the sepulcher , whom d id 

they meet? Matthew says they met 11 th e an ge I • " lv\a r k says 

they met "a young man . !I Luke i s certain i"h at they met 11 two 

me n • 11 Y o u a r e a I I w r o n g , de c I a r e s J o h n ; t h e y me t " t w o a n g e I s • 11 

fvlatthew , whe r e was the angel when the women met h i m? "He 

w a s s i t t i n g o n t h e s t o n e o u t s i d e t h e s e p u I c h e r • 11 tv\ a r k , w h e r e 

was the young man 11 "He was s i tt i ng in the sepulcher , on 

the ri ght s i de . " What d i d the wome n do when they were to l d 

that Jesus had risen from the dead? Answer, Matthew . 11 They 

de p a r ted q u i c k I y t r om the s e p u I c he r w i t h f e a r a n d g rea t j o y , 

and did run to b rin g his d i sciples wo r d . " Mark, is that what 
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they did? 11 No, I t . I S not . " T h e n t e I I u s , Ma r k , w 6 a t t h e y 

d i d? 11 They we n t out q u i c k I y , a n d f I e d f rom t h e s e p u I c he r , 

.for they t r emb l ed and were amazed; neither sa i d they anything 

to any man, for they were afraid . " These are las t words of 

t h e Go s p e I o f M a r k , a s i t e x i s t e d i n t h e e a r I y c e n t u r i e s • 

The I a s t t we I v e v e r s e s of t h a t Go s p e I a s we h a v e i t , a r e a c k now-

!e d ged by Christian scho l ars to be a forgery . They are not 

found i n +he o I des t manus c r i p t s of the Go s p e I • Yet I s h a I I 

make use of these ve r ses, fo r, though forged , they are a pa rt 

of the Bi b le. 

No t e the I as t con t r ad i C: t io n to w h i c h I c a I I e d 

you r attention . Matthew says the women hur ri ed from the tomb 

to te ll the disciples of the resurrection; Mark says they 

f l ed in fear , and for that rea s 0n said noth i ng about it to 

any man . Bo t h of t hese statements can not be true . 

As we are considerin g what i s called the evidence 

fo r the resurr ection , l et me tell you somethin g about evidence 

in general . It is a rule in the l o g ic of evidence that the 

mo re unusua l, the more i mportant , is the fact sou g ht to be 

estab li shed , the greate r in amount, the more precise and con-

elusive in cha r acter, must be the evi dence requ<ired to 

establish it . An ordinary fact i s establ i shed by or d i nary 

evidence . An unusual fact , a fact of vast s i gnificance , a fact 

i nvolvin g li fe , li berty , reputation, can be establ i shed on ly 

by a great amount of evidence--evidence of the best quality , 

ev i dence that wi I I bear scrut i ny and analysis . A modest 

amount of evidence wou l d be suf fi cient to p r ove that a man 

in good health rose from his bed and dressed himself th i s 

• 1''/ h y'2. morn 1 n g . v Because the fact is one of most common occu r-
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renee. But how much evidence do you suppose it would require 

to c o nvince an intelligent court that a man walked down the 

s t r e e t o n h i s e a r s ~ a n d t h a t ,h e w a I k e d f a s t e r t h a n a h e a I t h y 

:a t h I e t e w h o. f o I I d> we d h i m c o u I d w a I k o n h i s we I I - d e v e I ope d 

le g s'? Such a proposition could not be proved at all . And 

why not'? Because the H in g al le ged is unnatural , un r easonable , 

impossible~ and~ therefore , falsel 

A court could more easi l y bel i eve that a hundred 

or a thousand witnesses had been dece i ved by optical ill us i on , , 

or that they were lying , or that they were insane , thatn that 

a man cou l d walk a mile in a few minutes on his ears . 

It~ moreover, in try i ng to establ is h such an un -

usual proposition , the witnesses did not agree as to the facts; 

if they contradicted one another i n vital essentia l s as to 

t i me, place and circumstances; do you think the court wou ld 

c o n c I u de t h a t t h e t h i n g h a d a c t u a I I y h a p p e ned'? Now s u c h a 

case wou l d be an exact para I lei to th~ story of the resurrec-

tion of Jesus Chr i st . The th/i:ng affir med as a fact is 

unnatural , unreasonable , and, accordin g to every canon of 

human experience , impossible . Therefore, no amo0nt o f human 

test i mony can make it cred i ble . If all the writers of the 

New Testa ment were in absolute agreement abo ut i t, that would 

not even tend to make it true; and wben · we f ind the wr i ters 

who dea l with it cont r adictin one another v i ta ll y , the sto ry 

proves itself to be hopeless l y fa l se . 

But there are other cont ra dictions . Let us return 

to them . Where did Mary Magdalene f ir st meet Jesus after h i s 

resurrection '? john says she met h i m· at t he tomb . Matthew 

says she met h i m whi l e on her way to tell the discip l es . V/as 
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she alone when she met him? According to John she was . 

According to f· .. atthew she was not . Did lv'tary Magdalene know 

Jesus when she met him? Matthew tells us that she did, that 

Jesus saluted her saying, "All haill" John assures us that 

she did not know him, that she thought he was "the gardener. 11 

Did ~ary Magdalene touch Jesus when they met? Yes; according 

to Ma t t h e w, s he 11 carne a n d he I d h i m by t h e f e e t , a n d w o :r s h i p p e d 

h i m • 11 No ; a c co r d i n g to J o h n , J e s u s s a i d t o h e r : " To u c h me 

not, for I am not yet ascended tony Father. 11 \'/here dlid 

Jesus desire to rnzet his disciples after the resurrection? 

Matthew declares he gave Mary lv1agdalene the following message: 

11 Go t ~ I I my b r e t h r e n t h a t t h e y go i n to G a I i I e e , a n d t h e r e 

shal I they see me." Luke avers that the words of Jesus to 

his disciples were, nTarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until 

ye be endued wii·h power from on high." 

Where, then, did Jesus first meet his disciples 

after his rise from the dead? Matthew is certain that it 

was on a mo~ntain in Galilee . Luke insists that it was in 

Jerusalem; and John adds that it was behind closed doors, 

where the disciples had met for f~ar of the Jews . Galilee 

is at one end of Palestine, and Jenusalem at the other . The 

two points--one in ,the North, and the other in the South--

are separated by what was then known as a three days 1 journey . 

Now as Luie and John declare that Jesus met the disciples on 

the even[ng of the day of his resurrection, it is cerl-ain he 

could not have met them in so short a time at a point so far 

away . If Luke and John are correct,the meeting did not take 

p I ace i n Ga I i I e e ; i f Ma t t hew was we I I i n formed, i t d i d not 
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o cc u r in Jerusa l em . A li t tl e l es s " ins p i rat i on" a nd a lit t l e 

mo r e t r u t h mi g ht ha ve saved t he r epu t at i on of these writ e r s . 

When the d i s ci p l es saw Christ , we r e they ag r e e d 

that i t was he? They were not . Matthew te ll s us t hat som e 

doubted • He r e w a s a m a n w i t h whom they had be e n a s soc i a ted 

fo r one yea r - - or fo r th r ee yea rs-- a man wi th whose pe r son , 

whos e vo ic e, they were e n ti r e l y fam ili a r, a ma n whom t he y 

re ve r ed a s the ir teache r a nd l eade r, and yet , when they 

saw h i m, t hey we r e not sa ti sf i ed that i t was he ; they l ooked 

on h i m, ta I ked wi th h i m-- and doubted ! 

There are Ch ri st i ans who contend t hat Christ d i d 

not ri se ·bn h i s physica l body . They be li eve t hat he ar o s e 

i n sp i r i t fo r m on l y . But the Gospe l s teach that he a r ose 

in h i s body of f l esh and b l ood . Accordi n g to Luke , he sa i d 

to h i s d i sc i p l es: " Beho l d my hands and my fee t, t hat it i s 

I myse l f , hand l e me and see ; for a spir i t hath not f l e s h 

and bones as ye see me have . " And d i d he not , accordin g 

to J ohn , i nv i te doubt i ng Thomas to fee l h i s several wou nds? 

And does not Luke in s i st that he ate some b r o il ed f i sh and 

honey - comb j ust before h i s ascens i on? To a r g ue afte r a lI 

this tha t the r esu rr ect i on was sp iri tua l on l y i s to turn the 

Go s p e I s i n to a w i I d b u r I e s q u e • 

The r e r ema i ns the test i mony of St . Pa u l. 

Pau l te ll s us that Chr i st ' s f ir st appea r ance was 

to Cephas, that i s , Peter . Th i s is cont r ad i cted by a ll the 

Gospe l s , His second a ppearance , according to Pau l, was to 

the t we l ve ~ i sc i p l es . Bu t the r e were at that t i me on l y e le ve n 

d i sc i p l es- - Judas h6d han g ed h i mse l f . Of the t r eache r y and 
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sui:ci de of Judas , Pau l is otte rl y i gnorant . Pau l says that 

Chr ist' s th ir d appearance was to "a bove f i ve hundred b rethren 

at once ." Bu t not one of these gent lemen has anywhe re 

testified that he saw the resurrect ed Jesus; and of th is 

appearance to the mul titude tt~e Go spels are who lly silent. 

To certify tha t Pau l is qu ite mista ken here, we may observe 

that t he re were not f ive hund r ed Christian b rethren in the 

world at that time. "After that , says Paul , "he was seen 

of James . " The Epistle of James knows nothing at al l a bou t 

the resur r ection; and no appear a nce to James i s ment i oned i n 

t h e Go s p e I s • 11 And I a s t of a I I , 11 de c I a r e s P a u I , 11 h e w a s s e e n 

of me also . " It may be so , Pau l, but you are the on ly wi tness 

i n you r be h a I f • No o t he r w r i t e r k now s a n y i· h i n g w h a t e v e r 

about any appea r an c e to you . 

The test i mony of Pau l· i s i n hopeless conflict with 

the four Gospe l s . Wh il e the Go spels quarrel wit h one anothe r, 

Pau l q uarr. e l s with them a ll . 

Wh il e the fou r Gospels teach that Chr ist rose f rom 

t h e tomb i n h i s body of f I e s h a n d b I o c d , a n d w h i I e two of 

them decla r e that with that body he ascended i nto heaven , Paul 

cha ll enges the Gospe l s wit h th is pos itive pronouncement : 

11 flesh and b l ood cannot inh erit the k in gdom of God . " ' Very 

we ll, Paul ; but i f this is so , will you be so good a~ to ex 

p l a i n to us what Chr i st d i d w ith his human body when he got 

beyond the clouds? At ter this we can eas i I y a g ree \Vi th the 

Rev . John \'1/ . Chadwick, who says: 11 Paul 1 s w i tness to the res-

u r r e c t ion i s the r u i n of the a r g ume n t • 11 

I cal I your attention to but one more cont r adic-

tion . Accord i ng to luke, Chr is t ascended into heaven on 
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even i ng of the day on wh i ch he r ose from the tomb ; but ac -

co r ding to the Acts of the Apostles , he was with his discip l es 

for forty days before his ascension . I f · the r e was a memora~le 

period i n the li fe of Ch ri st , it certainly was the per i od 

that intervened between hi s resur r ection and his ascens i on . 

The i nc i dents of that period must have been i ndel i b l y i mp r essed 

on the m i n d s of the d i s c i p I e s • r~e v e r co u I d t hey have fo r go t -

ten the ir associations and conversat i ons wi th h i m who had 

t ri umphed ove r death and the grave . His answers to thei r 

quest i ons as to the wo r ld he had visited wou l d have become 

a pa rt of the ve r y textu r e of their sou l ~ . But in these 

things , the d i scip l es ev i nced no appreciable concern . They 

d i d not questlion their r i sen maste r about the l ife beyond 

the tomb . Ha v i n g b rou g h t h i m f rom the grave , the i r on I y 

i nte r est i r h i m seems to have been in getting ri d of h i m. 

They even fo r got the ti me b e spent with t~em in those won -

derfu l days . Luke remembe r s only f r om the morning to the 

even i ng of the resur r ect i on day ; wh il e the wr i ter of Acts 

extends h i s stay to fo r ty days . Bo t h accounts may be "In -

• d II ~· p tr e , b u t i t i s c e r t a i n t ha t b o t h c a n no t be t r u e • 

The ascension of a r esu rr ected Gdd ought to have 

been considered i mportant enough to merit a fair l y complete 

descr i pt i on . But Matthew does not even mention i t . /\ lark 

i gno r ed it unt il the for ger refer r ed to it i n a meager li ne . 

John passes over it i n s il ence . Luke a lone of the d i s -

cip l es ment i ons i t , and in h i s hur r y to take l eave of the 

subject , dismisses i t with this br i ef t eference : "And i t 

came to pass , whi l e he 'b l essed them , he was par.ted f r om 

them and car r ied up i nto heaven . " 
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Luke did not know that the earth revolves on its axis, and 

that the direction we call 11 up'.' is continually changing. He 

did not know that if Chr ist went ttup 11 the direction he took 

would depend precisely upon the time he left, and that 

twelve hours later he would have gone in the opposite dir-

ection . He did not know that the stars are thousa nds o f 

m i I I ions of m i I e s away, a n d as fa r a p a r t; t ha t i t wo u I d 

take Christ, traveling with the velocity of a cannon ball, 

thousands of ages to reach the nearest of them; that the inter

stellar spaces are infinitely cold--a thousand times colder 

than ice; and that the telescope, in sweeping the immensity 

of space, would never discover the fable land of heaven . 

Astronomy has no time to con<Sider seriously the storv that 

any be in g with a human body ascended among the stars . 

The evidence by which Christianity seeks to prove 

t h a t a m a n or a God rose f rom the dead i s i n f i n i t e I y i n ad e-

quai·e . V/ha tl Prove the truth of a story that all human 

experience denies, that the whole universe declares to be 

false, and prove it with the g larin g contradictions offered 

by ignorancel 

There is not a court ir the civi I ized world that 

would accept such evidence as is offered for the resurrec

tion of Ch rist as·proof ·a ga inst a man of bad reputation 

that he had ki I led his neighbor's chickens . The evidence is 

not only. worthless; it is self destructive . Yet upon such 

evidence--evidence that crumbles the moment it is exanined--

Chrisitianity, with its threat of endless pain, has ever stood 

and still stands. "If Chr i st be not raised," says Pau l , 
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11 yo u r f a i + h i s v a i n • 11 P a u I s t a k e s l h e w h o I e be I i e f i n i mm o r t a I -

i t y o n t h e r e s u r r e c t i o n o f C h r i s t • How a b s u r d i s s u c h a 

doc t r i n e l How c h i I d i s h i s the c I a i m t h a t w he the r the r e i s 

o r i s not a I ife beyond the g r ave, depends upon whether a 

Jewish reto r me r did or d i d not ri se f r om the dea~ . 

"But , " some may ask , 11 if Christ did not ri se f r om 

the dead , how sha l I we ac c ount fo r the great Easter fest i va l 

wh i ch i s ce l eb r ated by the Chr i st i an wo rl d'?" Let me exp l a i n 

that the Easte r celeb r ation has nothin g to do with the r es -

u rr ection of a God . The celebration of Easter was hoa r y 

with age l ong before Chr i st was bo r n . It was an o l d pagan 

fest i val i n hono r of the r ean i mation , the r ejuvenation of 

nature at the vernal season of the year . On the twenty-fi r st 

of Ma r ch the sun , whd:ch as i t we r e , has been bu ri ed i n the 

da r kness of winter , c r osses the li ne of spring , and , as it 

app ea r s , ascends t r iumphantly into the heavens . Wi th the 

r ise of the o r b of day , a ll natu r e awakens and H rill s wit h 

newness of I i fe- - the grass grows g r een; the trees shoot out 

thei r leaves; the flowers bring forth the ir buds . It i s 

Na t u r e 1 s res u r r e c t i on • At t h i s t i me of the r es u r r e c t i on of 

the g r eat forces of nature -- the fo r ces of I i fe and growth -

a ! I the anc i ent nations ce l ebrated the resur r ection of thei r 

myth i ca l gods . The Christ i an chu r ch fo ll owed the custom of 

the pagan wor l d ; she made he r God to r i se when the othe r 

Gods had ri sen . 

No r i s t h e E a s t e r e g g a C h r i s t i a n . i n s t i t u t i o n • 

The egg has eve r been regarded as the symbol of I i fe : and 

at the Easter season , the anc i ents ate eggs and presented 
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egg s to the ir f ri ends . The ve r y name of this fest i va l is of 

pagan o ri g i n. Oest ra was a No r se goddes s , and was wo r s hi pped 

as the devoted pat rones s of the renew i ng I i fe of sp ri ng . The 

name o f t his pagan go ddes was bo r r owed , and be came a con j u r fng 

word i n the vocabu l a r y of Ch ris tianity . 

There i s sti II anothe r a r gument. I f it were r ea ll y 

t r ue that Ch r is t r ose f r om t he de ad , t he wor l d wou l d know 

the exact date on which the r esu rr ect i on took place . The 

date of a fa c t of su c h momentous i mportance - - a fact tha t hu rl ed 

def i ance i n the face of Natu r e , and conque r ed . the fo r ces of 

the wo rl d-- c ou l d never be forgotten by the mind of man . Bu t 

the Chr i s ti an church has neve r know n, no r does she now know , 

the da te o f Ch ri s t' s r esu rr ect i on . The r esu r r ect i on i s 

ce l eb r ated , not on the ann i ve r sa r y of any pa r t i cu l a r day , 

but i n acco rdance wi th ast r o nom i ca l facts . Easte r Sunday 

i s a I w a y s t h e f i r s i· S u n d a y a f t e r t h e f i r s t f u 1l I m o o n a f t e r 

the twen t y- f ir st of ~/.a r ch -- the sp ri ng equ i nox . ... The ce l eb r a ,..., 

+io n of the r esu rr ecti on i s t he r efo r e a fest iv al of chang -

i n g t i me -- i t may occu r a s e a r I y a s the t we n t y- second of tv1a r c h , 

o r as l ate as the twenty - f i fth of Ap ril . Could anything be 

mo r e cur i ous than th i s manne r of ce lebrat i ng an h i stor i ca l 

event? ~ hy shou l d the r esu rr ect i on of Chr i st , if an actua l 

occu rr ence , depend upon t he cou r se of the sun and the phases 

of the moon? Why shou l d it be ce l ebrated in Ma r ch one yea r, 

and i n Apr i l the next? S imp l y because the r esu rr ection 

s to r y is on l y a pagan fab l e reto l d in Ch ri st i an form . 

Nobody knows that Ch ri st ever li ved . If he wa s 

cruc i f i ed , nobody knows that he was dead whe n he was bu ri ed . 

Nobody saw h im r ise f r om the tomb . Nobody knows who wrote 
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t he resu rr ect i on sto ri es ; but any th i nk i ng pe r son who w il I 

examine these sto rd' es wi II d i scover that they are myths . 

Let us fact the t r uth with candor . Chr i s t d i d 

no t r i se f r om the dead; but the i nte ll ect of men is ri s in g 

today f r om ages of conf i nement i n the g r ave of supe r st i t i on . 

T h e r e w a s n o r e s u r r e c t i o n o f De i t y o n t h ~tf a b I e d E a s t e r m o r n ; 

but h uman it y i s be i ng r esu rr ected today f r om the p ri son i ng 

ho l d of a c r umb! i ng c r eed . God d i d not burst the bonds of 

the tomb; bu t ma n i s r i v i n g the f e t t e r s w i t h w h i c h r e I i g i on 

has en thr a ll ed h i m, and stand i ng in the L i ght o f day , dete r

m i n e d to be f r e e • S up e r s t i t i o n 1 s g I o om y n i g h t t h a t p a I I e d 

the world w i th hate and fear i s passed . The sun of r easo n 

f l oods the wo rl d w i th the r osy dawn of a hopefu l day . Th e 

p r om i se o f the f u t u r e l u r es the steps of those w i th eyes 

to see . the I i gh t . The p ri est and the p r e a cher a r e fal li ng 

to the rea r i n the g r ea t fo r wa r d ma r ch of ~a~~ank in d . Human it y 

i s rap i d l y r ecove r ing f r om the B i b l e ' s b li nging b li ght. 

Ho nest sou l s no l on ge r tremb l e at the t hou ght of the b i go t's 

hell . Th e mira ge of heave n that once charmed the human mind 

and made of earth a dese r t , i s ceas i ng to sap the ene r gy of 

the race . Uncha i ned , unaf r aid , thoughtfu l, e r ect , f~ e~' . - 

car i ng fo r the concenrs of t hi s wo rl d a l one - - the men and 

wome n who have r ea c hed the i r i nte ll ectua l matu rit y --who no 

l onge r fee l the need of the p i ous pap of pr i es t s --who p r efe r 

h e a I t h y t r u t h t o s i c k I y I i e s -- h a v e come t o k now t h a t t h i s 

wo rl d , and not anothe r,' i s ou r home ; that th i s wo rl d can be 

g r eat l y en r iched and i mp r o ved , tha t the joys of heaven , 

p l ucked f r om hope , can be r ea li zed in th i s li fe . So these 

fo r war d-l ook i ng sou l s a r e s tri v i ng to en l a r ge the r ea l m of 
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freedom in Hought and toil; to broaden the sphere of justice; 

to ban is h the wolf of want ; to b ring to all a needful measure 

of the means of Life; to diffuse knowledge; to ban ish disease 

and war and crime; to encourage the cui tivation of the beauti 

ful; to do the bes t that can be done to make this world a fit 

abode for mankind . This is the true resurrection -- -the resur -

r ection of humanity to a better life . 
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