
LECTURE II 

Masonic Temple, Portland, Oregon 
Monday, November 29 , 1937 

I announced last night that my subject tonight would be "Can 

a Dyi ng Church Be Saved . " want to state at this ·poin~t that I respect 

the beliefs of every man and woman . may not agree with them at all, but 

I w i I I de fend the 1 r r i g h t to the i r own r e I 1 g i o us con v i c t i on • I n t urn, 

ask the same right . Just as long as that flag waves o'er this land, we 

are supposed to have religious freedom, ahd wil I have it . It may be that 

I shal I speak plainly tonight, but neither in this meeting nor In any other 

meeting I conduct, will anything be said deliberately designed to hurt 

anyone's feelings . Not that I care so much for the feelings, but I do want, 

and must be true to the Power of the Spirit of God which came Into my lite 

and provided me with my message to this day and age . 

Sometimes think I would rather someone else would have caught 

the vision, for it has been a fight and a hard one, from the very day this 

Teaching was released . And the pity of it alI is, that the opposition came 

from other religious movements . If the day ever comes in America when 

freedom of rei igious thought is barred, we shall be a nation of slaves. 

Truth is an evolution . What suited fhe minds of men 2 , 000 years 

or 500 years ago, Is very apt to not suit them today. What was considered 
been 

truth 400 years ago, regardless of how earnestly that truth may have/held; 

may not be truth today . We progress in every line except the religious line 
and 

and there we are told to go back , / look back for our inspiration . I don't 

think that is the way . Religious vision comes through looking ahead and 

where there is no vision , there can be no growth . So whatever I say tonight 

wil I be said to you under the guidance and under the Influence of the Power 

of the Spirit of God. I have no other object in life, and , regardless of 

what you may have heard about" t his terrible atheist" you never saw him before 

in your life--it was heresay, judge the man by the messase • 

Now in handling this question of whether or not a dying church 

can be s ave d, f i r s t of a I l, l s i t d y i n g i When I use the word "c h u r c h '' I am 
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talking about the Protestant rei igion . I don't consider the other a 

religion at all, so I waste no time on it . And in calling to your attention 

the fact I shal I cal I to your attention , I am doing it kindly and doing it 

in an attempt to bring light and Power to an organization which I think is 

dying very , very fast . Last night I read to you the closing paragraph from 

Dr. Jean Milner's book "The Sky Is Red." Let me read it again please . Or . 

Milner occupies the pulpit in the Second Presbyterian Church in Indianapolis , 

the same pulpit formerly occupied by Henry Ward Beecher . Dr . Mf lner is a 

man of wide expedence and he knows the situation . Here's his last paragraph : 

"We are living in one of those rare periods of Time from which greatness 

can emerge through the renewal of the human spirit by a more vital contact 

with the Great Spirit . Such moments, so pregnant with tremendous possibi Iitle 

are not often vouchsafed to man . A sweeping movement climbing upward toward 

the building of the world of our dreams--or-- a spiral downward toward dis ­

aster , seems to lie just be yond t he borders of our day . One camot view with 

serenity the possibility of our faili'ng to take advantage of this supreme 

moment in Time . Out of such periods magnificence comes . The Christian Church 

has an opportunity now , which , if she let slip through her hands, she may 

never have again . She must prove herself worthy of the leadership demanded 

of her . She wi II serve the modern world with Christian greatness or be 

repudiated by it . The Spirit of Christ wi I I not leave the e a rth, but His 

Spirit wi II live in institutions other than our own . " 

And you will notice that Or . Milner admits the possibility of 

t hat very thing happening . Now 1 read you also last night a statement by 

Bishop Ralph Magee of the Methodist Church, and here's what he says: 

"Bishop J . Ralph Magee of St . Paul urged adult education here yesterday 

to combat slumps in Sunday school attendance . He said the M.E . (north) 

church los t 21 859 Sunday schools and 732, 271 students during the 12 months 

ending in 1935 . 

"He cited as causes for the Sunday school slumps late hours 
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Sa t u r d a y n I g h t s a n d Sun d a y t rave I by a u t om o b i I e • T h e b I s hop a 1 s o 

urged the broadening In scope of materials studied in Sunday schools and 

suggested that pastors devote two or three days a month to problems of 

Sunday school administra ti ons . " 

That's the Presbyteriarn an d Methodists, and on the 25th of last 

month the Episcopal Church held a convention in Chicago ••• "The Right 

Rev . Bishop Henry St . George Tucker , newly elected primat~ of the Protestant 

Episcopal Church in the United States , issued a frank warning today that 

unless the Christian church developed 'an enthusiasm for its work comparable 

t o t h at of s o v I e t R u s s i a or w a r r i n g J a p a n t h e C h r i s t i a n c a us e m a y f a i I· a n d 

pass out of existence . ' 

"A student of history , the bishop from Virginia pointed to the 

downfal I o f r eligions in the past as part of his warning to the Christian 

church of today. These dead religions, he said , have died because they lacked 

enthusiasm and aggressive programs of expansions; because they didn't meet the 

emergencies of ages just such as the present . 

"'The enthusiasm of the world today lies largely outside the 

sphere of organized relis;ion,' asserted Bishop Tucker in what Is considered 

his keynote message to his church throughout the worlo . 1 There Is much less 

interest and enthusiasm in the Christian cause than in many secular causes .• 

"Bi s hop Tucker let It be known that the basic pol Icy of his church 

wi I I be the development of a driving missionary energy for the extension of 

the church's work into every field of human lite and Into every country where 

the Episcopal church carries on a missionary program. " 

••••• and, these are not my words, beloved . I do not want to see any 

Christian cause fai I and die, and I will do anything in my power to s ave it , 

but In the light of statements of that type , do you not think the time is 

ripe for someone with courase enough and with enough of the Spirit of God 

In his life, to get down to bed- rock and find out what's wrongi think It i ~ 
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A yes-man in the church can do more harm than all the doubters can ever 

do . An honest doubter is the one through whom light invariably comes. 

I wi I I not forget in a hurry the day I was graduated from divinity 

school . (I am an old man now, did you know thati--flfty-two.l The instructor 

cal led me int o conference and said, "Frank, we want you to be very, very 

c a r e f u I • " I s a 1 d 1 "Why i" 

"Well, the Lord has a wonderful work for you . " I said, "What 

makes you think thati" They g~ve me the reason and I turned around and 

said, "Dr. Stevens, I am not going to pr e ach one sermon--" And you could 

have knocked him over with a feather . He said, "Why?" And I satd ,"Because 

I am not so sure t hat your philosophy is true." Now that was a Baptist · 

Bible School and you can imagine what happened . They immediately cal led 

a prayer meeting and went into a huddle to pray for Frank Bruce Robinson . 

appreciated t hat because, even at that time I knew t hat t here was ~ work 

somewhere for me to do for the kingdom of God . I didn't dream it would· 
,rna ny 

c orne s Of years later . 

or . lmtre c a I I e d on me the n e x t day , a n d s a i d 1 " I am go i n g to 

convert you, you never we re converted . " I said, "Doctor, what do you mean?" 

And he said, "Why , I don't believe you ever believed in the fundamentals 

of our religion." 

philosophy 

" I admit that, for while I was studying your religion and 

was studying others too." 

"What do you meani" he said . I said, " I mean this, that I 

just simply cannot and do not accept the very fundamentals of your philosophy." 

He was a wonderful man and if alive, still is, however , I don't 

know . He asked me what part of it therewas that didn't accept and I told 

him that I didn't believe for one second t hat the great infinite God of this 

universe ever came down to this earth in the form of a man, to be crucifi~d 

on the cross in order t hat the sins of the human race could be washed away 

by this atonement . And he said to me, "That story is true , don't you believe 
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i t 'i " I t o I d h i m I d I d n o t a n d h e h a d c o u r a g e e n o·u g h t o a s k me w h y 1 a n d I 

r told him and I am going to tell you tonight . Then, if aHer I have told 

you why, you care to continue to believe It, that is your business •• • ! have 

a right to g ive you the reasons why I d on't • 

Now listen, whether I do or not , or whether you do or not,makes 

no difference to the presence of the Spirit of God in yo~ life . Get that 

facti That is entirely beside the question . For it is possible for you and 

for me to live a life in tune with the infinite God, and utterly discard 

that story, and that's the stumbling block the church has put in our way . 

In the first place it has been told so many time s before . Now w rote a 

book not long ago and a lot of attempts were made to stop that book . I wrote 

it that the truths might be known, and I am speaking to you tonight, only 

that the truth might be known . You can check and double check on any state­

ment I make, and I want you , if you have pen and paper, to writ e down the 

names and the dates of these sixteen crucified Saviors 1 am going to give 

you . And if this story, beloved, was told twenty- five or thirty times before 

the Christian religion was ever hea rd of , then where did It come fromi Let 

me read you the first crucified world Savior before the time of Christ . 

Now, if there are any here who think they are going to feel 

uncomfortable and can't stand this s·traight talk, I shal I appreciate it If 

· they would leave now, so that the rest of us can find out what He truth is . 

( I ) I n the year 1200 B. c . there was c r uc i f i e d on a cross a God 

w h o h ad t h r e e t i me s a s man y f o I I ower s a s t h e C h r i s t of C h r i s t i a n t t y h ·a s 

today . He was born on the 25th day of December 1 and was born of a virgin . 

He came into the world as a God to save the people from sin . (Now remember , 

this is 1200 B. C. ) His miraculous birth was foretold by prophets . The 

mother and child were visited by shepherds, wise men and the angelic host 

who joyously sang , "In thy del Ivery, 0 favored among women , alI nations 

s h a I I h a v e c a u s ~ t o e x u I t • '' T h e e d i c t o f t h e t y r a n t r u I e r C a n s a , o rdz r i n g 

a II the first born to be put to death , went out . (In the Christian story 

Herod issued that order . ) This child and mother made a miraculous escape, 
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a n d t h e R i v e r J u m n a ope ned l t s e I f i n or d e r t o a I I ow t h em t o p a s s t h r o u g h 1 

like the River Jordan did in our story . This child was baptised in the 

River Ganges , ours was baptised in the River Jordan . He was transfigured 

at Madura, where he assured his disciples that "present or absent , I will 

always be with you . " He had a fa vorite disciple (Arjoon) , who was his bosom 

friend, as ·John was Christ's . He was anointed with o i I by women, I ike 

Christ --and I am speaking of the God Chrishna, of India , look It up in the 

public library . Now that was in 1200 B. C. , and do you think it was just 

a coincidence that those two stori es should be so sim il a r ~ But let ' s go 

back a little farther . 

(2) In 600 B. C. another God was crucified on the cross . This 

one was Sakya, another Hindu God . He was called "the Savior of the World," 

"the Benevolent One , " "the Dispenser of Grace," "the Light of the World," 

etc . , and he came to save this world from sin . He was crucified on the 

c r o s s , a n d descended i n t o He I I, a r o s e a n d now s I t s a t t h e r I g h t h a n d of 

God i n heaven . That's three we have up there . 

( 3 ) I n 1160 B.c . Thammuz; a God of Syria came down from heaven 
and 

I n the form of a man,/was crucified for the s i n s of this worl d. 

(4) In 552 B. c., Wittoba of the Telingonese, was crucified 

for the sins of the world . 

(5) In 622 B. C. we have lao of Nepal. 

( 6) I n 8 34 B. C. we have another God c a I I e d He sus . Now note the 

's tmll arity oi those two names and also notice the similarity between 

Jeseus Chrishna and Jesu s Ch r i st, and one 1200 years before the other , with 

the same, identical stories . 

(7) In ·587 B. c. , Quetzalcocd l, the Mexican Savior, was crucified 
r 

on the cro s s and the pa intings of "Codex Borglanus" picture that God on Jhe 

cross with nai I holes in his hands and feet . How -does that happeni He 

was born on tbe 25th day of December, was crucified and arose from the 

dead three days after, and is now at the right hand of God . 
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Please don't laugh . I don't want to give them, but in duty 

to you and God, I am going to give them . You have a right to know these 

facts because they have been very ca r efully withheld from you by the 

religious leaders, and it wouldn ' t be fair for them to give you half , and 

thc:d's all . That's something like the Catholics who won't even let you read 

the Bible . 

(8) In 506 B. c . Quirinus ol Rome , was crucified on the cross . 

He was conceived and brought forth by a virgin . His life was sought by 

the reigning King (Amulius) . He was of royal blood , his mother being of 

kingly descent . He was "put to death by wicked hands" crucified , resurrected, 

and ascended back to heaven . 

You know that this is more than coincidence . You probably 

thought that the story of crucifixion and resurrection ha d never been 

known on this earth unti I the time of Christ , but thousands of years before 

that , mi I lions of people knew the entire story from beginning to end , and 

t h a t i s t h e pa r t of t h e C h r i s t 1 a n r e I I g I on I q u e s t i on • I w a n t t o k n ow w h y 

it is so similar and I want to know how the other twenty-five could be all 

false and this story be true, when the others had more followers than this 

one, and until the church can clear that up, I shall not believe that part 

of the story . No man I ivlng, ever believed more in the Power of the Spirit 

of God than I do , but I don't believe that resurrection story. It may be 

symbolic and if it is , let them come out and say so . They just say that 

this is the story and if you believe it you will be saved and if you don't 

beliwe it, you wi I I be damned . But, according to those three statements 

I read, t hat story is not registering with American people today . We have 

been threatened by hell, lured by heaven, and yet that doesn't register and 

I contend that there is sGmething wron g s ome where . 

(9) In 547 B. C . , Aeschylus or Prometheus was crucified on a 

cross . If you wi II go to the New American Cyclopedia, vol. I, p age 157, 

you wi II find this significant declaration : "It is doubtful whether there is 
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to be found in the whole rang~ of Greek l~tters deeper pathos than that of 

the divine woe of the beneficent demigod Prometheus, crucifi~d on his 

Scythian crags for his love to mortals." 

How many crucified God think you it takes to save this world 

from sin? Now when this God died, the whole frame of nature became con­
and 

vulsed . The earth shook, the rocks were rent,/the graves were opened-- did 

you ever bear that before? And they cal led this God "~ur lord and Savior" 

Prometheus . 

Now ·wil I hurry through---here's another . 

( 10) 1700 B. C. Thulis of Egypt, (put it down and look it up) 

suffered death on the cross, was buried , but rose again, ascended into 

heaven, and there became "the judge of the d~ad ." 

(I I J lndra of Thlbet, 725 B. c ., was born of a virgin on th~ 

25th day of December , (note that! . He walked upon the water and told 

his followers to cast the net on the other side of the boat . His followers 

. were c a I I e d "Heaven I y Teachers • " 

( 12) Alcestis of Euripides was crucified in 600B .c . The story 

o f t h i s God c a n b e f o u n d i n v o I u me 3 7 of t h e E n g I i s h C I a s s I c a I J o u r n a I • T h i s 

was the only female God or Goddess the world has ever known . 

( 13) Atvs of Phrygia was .crucif ied in 1170 B. c . He was suspended 

on a tree, crucified, buried and rose again . 

( 14) Crite of Chaldea was known as the "Ever Blessed Son of God," 

"the Atoning . Offering for an Angry God" and when he was crucified, both 

heaven and earth were shaken to their foundation . 

(IS! Bali of Orissa was crucified in 725 B. c . and was called 

the second person of the trinity . 

( 16) Mtthra of Persia was born on the 25th day of December, 

crucified on a tree •••••• and I could go on and give you fifteen more if 

wanted to, but the po i nt I am trying to make is this, and the point I am 

sure of ts this - -that tnst~ad of the Christian Church preaching and worshippi~ 
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the message, it has and sti I I is trying to worship the messenger . Granting 

the existence of Christ, what did he sayi "I can't of my own self do anything 

but the father that dwel leth tn me , he doeth the works ••• " and yet I can't 

hold membership in any church In the Unit e d States because I wi II not say 

t h a t j e s u s C h r is t c a me t o e a r t h t o p e r s o n a I I y w a s h a w a y my s i n s 1 a n d t h e r e 

are others too, wh o do not bel1eve it. 

Now can the church be saved t Yes, whether it wi II be or not , I 

don't know, but it can be . How? First of all by being honest with itself 

a n d f u I I y a n d f r a n k I y ad m i t t i n g 1 "We t h i n lc: t h i s s tor y i s t r u e , b v ~ we don ' t 

know so we wi I I put it to one side and we' I I preach the Power of the Spirit 

of God , here and now . " And what would that do? It would make the present­

day Protestant Church power houses for the kingdom of God--that ' s what it 

would do . 

You have a city of churches here and it every preacher In this 

city forgot alI about his crucified God and preached a Living God, he would 

find a Power coming into his church that it had never known before . In the 

first place the story isn't reasonable . Can you conceive of the creator of 

th is universe destroying man, the finest of his creations? I thlnlc: not . 

The Spirit of the Living God does not work in that manner . No r would the 

creative Intelligence behind this universe ever make a creation that was 

born in sin and shapen in iniquity. Now, after 400 years, what do we 

f i n d i You r I e ad e r s sa y i t ' s go l n g to d i e . Dr • M i I n e r s a y s i t i s go i n g to 

be repudiated by the world and that the Spirit of God is going to operate 

through other institutions . Conceive of that--the Spirit of God operating 

through other institutions than the church 1 Do you think it cani You are 

mistaken-- It IS operating through my Movement and it will continue to 

operate just as long as its leader stays in tune with the Infinite . That's 

a I I that is necessary to f o I I ow the vi s i on . 

The t h i r d I e ad e r sa i d they shut up '2 8 00 S u nd a v s c h o o I s I n one 
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,._,v 
year. That me ans that the youth in this country~ not being either won 

or held by that story and if the Christian Church has any brains at a·l I, 

it wi II get rid of it so f~st it wi II make your head swim. 

But you say, "Dr. Robinson, wouldn't that be the downfall of 

religion?" You can't kill religion. Anything of God cannot be killed. 

Organizations may fa II, yes, bu t you cannot lei II rei igion, for RELIGION IS 

GOD. Do you see thati There is an infinite peace in the Realm of the Spirit 

of God and there is infinite light to guide you along your path and Cardinal 

Newman knew it when his I ittle ship was calmed on the Mediterranean. He 

looked up and said: 
" l e a d 1 k i n d I y l i g h t , am i d t h ' e n c i r c I i n g g I o om, 

lead Thou me on: 
The night is dark, and I am far from home, 

lead Thou me on! 
Keep Thou my feet 1 I do not ask to see 
The distant scene; one step enough for me." 

And there is an infinite love in the Power of the Spirit of 

God and Dr . Geor9e Matheson, the Scotch minister knew that. Dr. Matheson 

was engaged to be married to a beautiful girl and was suddenly struck 

blind. He offered to release her and she accepted and in the agony of that 

heart he wrote the song "0 Love That Wi I I Not let Me Go." His human love 

h ad fa i I e d but back of t h a t s i t s t he 1 n f i n i t e l I f e 1 t h e I n f i n i t e Power • 

and reserve of Pow~r. in God, and It doesn't take belief in any man-made 

dogmas to find it. 

What at:fout the four gospels that the story is found in? Why 

don't the ministers tel I you that no one knows who wrote themi They don't 

tell you that. There are a lot of things they don't tell you, and the 

church had better be honest with the American people. Do you know what's 

happening on this earth todayi The Spirit of God is abroad in it and it 
made 

doesn't inhabit houses/with .hands, and men and women are groping for something 

that they feel is just beyond their fingertips. I know what they want and 

the moment the Church preaches God, it wi II open its doors. 

At the raising of Lazarus, as he stood before the tomb, listen--
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he I if ted up his eyes and prayed . Remember what he said? He to l d them 

that he didn't need to pray personat l y, but that trose people might know 

that it was his father , God . 

He is asleep on a l i ttle ship on the l ake . A sto r m a r ises and 

the fishermen awaken him out of his s l umbe r. "What ' s the matter?" 

11 Wh y m a s te r , th e s t o r m , we s h a I I p e r i s h 111 

And what did he say-- 11Whe r e is you r faith?" In other words, 

11 You wouldn't need to have awakened me , had you the faith . 11 

And with the I itt l ~ chi l d , the d i scip l es adm i tted thei r abso l ute 

tnabiltty to heal the child , but Jesus said , "B r ing him to me ••• , " and the 

chi l d was healed . The d i sciples asked , "Why couldn't we do that?" And h is 

answe r s hot back , "Because of your unbe I ief . " 

-
And if these church organizations were to ask me what the t r oub l e 

is , I would say because of their unbelief . don't blame the mini s ter s 

because they are t i ed down by those above them . For insta.nce I know 

a Nazarene mln isf.e r who to ld me that he would lt ke to preach this gospe l 

but when he entered the Nazarene ministry he agreed to either preach 

what they told him to pr €a ch o r get out . As l ong as r est r ictions of 

that type are p l aced on ministers , then of course there can be no Tr uth 

o r progress in the field of rel i g i on . 

I want to leave this word with the churchmen of Portland and 

it will be born out in the next ten yea r s--that if it doesn't change 

and preach the present existence of the Power of the Spirit of God , it wi ll 

go down to oblivion and other o r ganizations will rise up , and th r ough that 

Powe r wit I satisfy human hearts . Oh , what an oppo r tunity for God . What 

an oppo r tunity ! Will they take i t? I don ' t know ••• t don't know . 

question very much whethe r they will because religious superstition i s a 

te rr ible thing . 

But want you fo l k to think over what I have said to you 

and. recognize the fact , regard less of who you a r e , that the Sp i rit of the 

Li ving God ex i sts here and now fo r you , for pe r fect peace , pe r fect health , 
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pe rf ect I i be r at i on , and that without any dogma , ritua l, or superstition 

of any kind . 

11 God is a Spirit , and they that worship h i m, wil l wo rs hip 

him in Spirit and in Truth 11 --not i n one half S p irit and one ha lf untruth . 

You can go home now , and may the Power of the Spirit of God 

go with you . My Students who want to meet me , can come up on this side 

of the stage and down the othe r, and anyone else who wou ld li ke to mee t 

me . 
--Fran k B. Rob i ns on 

HE 


