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"ONlY WAITING" 

There's an ord hymn I used to play on the organ. I've lost it. I dont 
know where it has gone to.Maybe Alfie has thrown it away in "cleaning up" 
the organ bench. But the first two fines of that old hymn went something 
I i k e t h i s - - - " o n I y w a i t i n g t t I I t h e s h a d ow s h a v e a ·t i t t I e c I o s e r d r a w n " • 

As I entered my study thil afternoon,for some unexplainable reas on ,th~ 
first two lines of this hymn kept going through my mind. "Only waiting, 
ti I I the shadows have a I itt le closer drawn". 

I wonder why those two I ines keep running throu~h my mind. Perhaps its 
because . ! am go ing through a period of "shadows' just now. It seems as 

· if I am having a Jot of "shadows" these days. The biggest shadow of them 
all being the death of my close friend Bi II Borah,as we call him here 
in Idaho. That is a real shadow. And it wi f I not pass from o'er me for 
some time. 

A few months ago, I lost another friend by the name of Bi II. I had not 
known that Bi I I as long as I have known Senator Borah. But I knew him 
we f I e n o u g h • I w i s h I h ad k n ow n h i m a f e w y e a r s b a c k • F-er f I o v e d, a n d 
still love those two Bills. Then,as I write this,my little Florence is 
in the Swedish Hospital in Seattte,and while she wi II be perttctfy at I 
right, its a shadow nevertheless. 

Then,two of our best employees are leaving us,and that is a sort of a · 
shadow I suppose, too. The world is ful r of shadows today. Its terrible. 
But there is one redeemin g feature to shadows. There has to be a sun to 
cast a shadow. Were there no shaQows,there would be no sun. And in the 
middle of at I this desperation, this wholesale k iII i ng of human beings , in 
the midst of all of those shadows,we know the sun is shining somewhere-­
don t we. 

• 

Y o u k n ow-- be I o v e d w h om I h a v e n e v e r s e e n b u t o n whom I h a v e I e a r n e d t o 
depend so muc t z- --l'm thinking of you all today. 1 1 m in a sort of introspec­
tive mood. The seriousness of world shadows is affecting me. I want to do 
so much to help---yet I must wait. I want to h~dp dispel the shadows 
with the glorious light of the Spirit of God--yet I must wait. Why? ---1 do 
not know. But more has been accomplished by men who knew how to wait,than 
by tho se whp rus h headlong in where others would not dare to tread. 

e.--
Perhaps we m~st wait unti I the ' shadows which surround us have drawn a 
bit closer. Perhaps,grown deepr. F ~~ t hat is the end of the line I have 
been misquotTng--it is this-- 11 only waiting till the shadows have a 
f i t t I e DE E P E R G ROON" T h a t ' s i t • P e r h a p s t h e s e e a r t h I y s h a do w s m u s t g r ow 
deeper. I know they must. I know the horrible slaughter of men and women 
by men gone stark raving mad,must continue to grow worse for a I ittle 
w h i I e. But ' t w i I I on I y be for a I i t t I e w h i I e. for t h i n g s a r e so s hap i n g 
themselves that the earth and its inhabitants are getting more and more 
ready to accept the comi jg of the Power of the Spirit of God . I know 
that. 
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Writing to me a few days ago,a valued Student in Seattle said--''why ' is it 
so many more lives must be lost--why so many more homes blasted--why cannot 
the Light break now?''. I wish I knew. I wish I knew. Maybe I do know. But 
these shadows--they are becoming darker. And the darker they become,the 
closer must be the dawn. The closer must be the Sun of Righteousness which 
is the Spirit of the life---Godo 
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I think I know why we musf wait unt i I the shadows have grown a bit darker. 
You see---there still is on the eartr,those who think they can get along 
without God . They are mistaken. But they think that in t ~eir own power 
they can bring in a system of civ ilizat ion which leaves God out of the 
system. They are mistaken again. But this condition must go on unti I the 
common people themselves,in these war-torn lands, decide for themselves 
that they are going to take the matter of war etc into their own hands . 
When that happen s, the$ so-c a I I ed " I e ad e r s" w i f I run for the s t i c k s, t a k i n g 
w h a t f e w· d o I f a r s t h e y c a n t a k e w i t h t h em • W h a t a f a n t a s t i c p i c t u r e • 
How dark grow the shadows; 

I cannot ' te II you every move whl ch wi II be made before God takes over. 
But I can tel I you that the shadows must become much darker . I can tel I 
you HOY/ God w i I I t a k e o v e r • I c a n t e I I you WHY God w i I I t a k e o v e r • He w i I I 
take over the reins of governn1ent on thTs earth through some homan being 
brfn g ing to the earth for the first time,perhaps,the actual truths of 
God. That is HO.Y/ God wi II take over . Now WHY wi II God take over? We f I 
s i m p I y be c a u s e m a n w t t h o u t God i s n ' t a n y m a n a t a I I • . T h e com p I e t e n e s s o f 
God lies ln the perfection of man ,and vice-versa. 

Man cannot exist without God, He dies not exist without God . But man has 
not yet known to what degree God can manifest in his fife. In the day •'-"hen 
God takes over,he wi I I know that. Bu t the shadows must deepen first. I 
that day, there wil I be no supernatural displays from heaven and the ''a~gels" 
or any t h i n g on t h a t order • B l:::; t rna n w l I I know God in h i m s e I f, to fh e f f u I I e s t 
extent. And fhe fullness of od in man,wi II complete the pictu re. or 
a I I # God n ow i s , m a n w l I I t h e n be • A n d h e w i I I be t h a t be c a u s e God a n i 
rna n w i f I a t I a s t be r e u n i ted. 
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They were united ~nee before . Then something happened. It has been symbolized 
by traditional relj gious writers as ' "satan in the heavens disputing with 
God" • B u t i t w a s n o t t h a t com p I e x •· I t w a s n o t h t n g s o d a r i n g a s t h a t • I t 
was somethin g much simpler. If you look upon the curious picture of Satan 
and ca If his name "doubt" or ttunbe I ief" you wit I come c Jose to the truth. 

< 

Bu t t h e s e s h a dow. I d o n t · I i k e t h em • Y e t f m u s t f a c e t h e m • I m u s t be · 
there when the sun beg i ns to di spel them. And 'twill not be long now. 
So then,shal I you and I ''only walt''. Is not that the only thing we can 
do?. And while we are waiting till the shadows have a little deeper grown, 
shal I we not be preparing for the shining of the sun? l think so. I know 
I shall. For I never was ,ore convinced in my life that God is about 
to take over,than lam now. Witll t~e vision comes the responsibility. 

So then.shall we,while waiting for the Sun to shine,make ready to welcome 
t h a t S u n , a n d , i n o u r I i t t I e wa y, I e t u s do o u r p a r t i n b r i n g i n g t h a t d a y l n o 
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