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Text of Bacéﬁlagreate Sermon

In his baccalaureate sermon yes-
terday at Syracuse unlversity, Bishop
Frederick Deland Leete sald In parg:

Despite materialism, humanism.
sensuality, social, Industrial and |
political amorality and Immorality, [
and the leonoclasms of ideals and /|
conduct that characterize tran-
sitional epochs in history, thought-
ful people of reglons where ex- |
pressions. of Jjudgment are free |

manifestly seemi to bc impressed i

anew with the conviction that the |

world 1s God's and that God is/
keeplng ward as well as watch
above His own. This ls the one
ratlonality and ground of confi- |
dence in the welter of cnnﬂ.lotlng
ideas, passions and inconsistencles |
of an unsettled and uncertain age.
We are not required today to
argue for the existence of God.
| This is sometimes done, but with

poor effect. After a discourse on
| this theme one of the hearers
- quite appropriately exclaimed,
“Nevertheless, I do believe there

is a God. Finite beings are notf
sble to do without a

Belng. Intelligent minds, if thi
think thru the problems of the
universe, find the key of knw"'
lédge In an omniscient and all-
powerful Intelligence. So Impera-
tive {8 this concépt and fact that |
even  Voltaire in his dark day.
could ‘declare, “If God did not
| exist, it ‘would be necessary to
| invent Him." A
INSTANCES IN HISTORY

| History furnishes many in-
stances of the fallure of those who
‘bullt the structure of their lves,
- _mot on the rock of religlous faith
‘and character, but upon the sands
of personal indulgence and ain
Not even an Alexander can escape-
the ruin that ensues so false a
‘choice. He may conquer the world.
but he destroys himself, -

Recent attempts to rescue the
name of Aaron Burt from proved
treason have not avalled to alter
the evidence that he destroyed his
prospects for a successiul career
when as a student under con-
vietion of sin he rushed out of a
revival meeting and hardened his |
heart truth and wisdom,
rather than surrender his life to |
Christ as his better mnature
prompted him to do.

Many commentators have called
the Versaflles treaty, from whose
blundering compromises and in-
Justices the world will long sut-
fer, B C!ema\nceau treaty. This is
another of many outstanding
names which teach us that one
who begins without God and con-
| tinues without obedlence to His
commands may cause much con-
fusion among his fellowmen and
die without I of another life.
It is far from Interesting to travel -
thru the two bulky voh ot ‘
Clemenceau’s Autobmmﬂﬂm but
éven a hasty perusal of It, accom-

panied with gome knowledge of | |
thm* records, 15 enough to show

that genius without divinity Is an.
engine of destruction,
CLEAR DEMGNBTRATION

It 45 clearly demonstrated by
every iﬂle eriterion—personal de~ |
ent, usefulngss to society. 7|

church.
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close relationship that has so long
existed between religion and edu-
catlon, and of the mutual services
which each of these disciplines has
rendered to the other. What could
the church have accomplished
without, trained leaders—its St.
Paul’s, its Augustines, its Savon-
arolas, its Luthers, its Thomas of
Aquinas, its Butler, its. Wesley—to-
gether with tho ‘more excels
lent products of the best halls of
learning? True; not eyveryone in
the church has appreciated the
Vi .-or intellectual culture, but
) have treated it with con-
there _has al-

isthatotthsmtorwhodes-

plses religion or who describes it
as & foe of Ennwledge
CONGENIAL TOWARD 1DEALS
Certain of our state universities,
whose presidents I have known
well, exhibit a freedom Irom con-
straint and a congenial attitude
toward Christian ideals and activi-
tles which gives to their enyiron-
ment gquite as heipful a religious
atmosphere as may be found any-
where. I have also heard leaders of
ax-supported schools acknowledge
in the strongest terms their in-
debtedness for great numbers of
intellectually and et.nicnlly effici-
ent faculty members furnished
them by church schools, for sup-
port given educational undertak-
mgs by church members generally
and by their repme.ntaum in
legislatures, and Ior the hack-
ground of friendliness to intel-
lectual trainlug whk:h has been

creat.ed in the pubnu mind more
effectually by Christian idealism
and interest in human welfare
than by any other force.

It is too evident that there are
definite dangers which university
and church must alike strive to
avert. But, first of all, each must
seek Its own best, with no let-

_auwnorswmandpurpose,so

that education and religion ‘may
heve mutual respect. Then the
college will be too wise to belittle
religion. and the church will be
too good to be little in its relation

to culture. The truth we need to
before our minds is

keep clearly
that ‘these two d{scipunﬁ_ are so
inter-related and mutually de-
pandent that they stand or fall
ty cannot
‘thrive or ‘&yen suryive among an
illiterate. unscientific, falsely or
narrowly taught people. Nor will
free popular education perma-
nently exist and 'prosper among
those who are irreligious, profane
and immoral.
UNITED BTFOBT ]iEQUIBED
In the end is coming to
the world unless A
‘be produced characterized by what
Wordsworth called the “homely
old integrities of soul.” This at-
tainment, the establishment on

earth of righteousness, justice and
leness

peaceab, requires the united
eﬁortothotho!curuhmrchar
acter forming agencies, school and
church. There must be no relin-
quishment or lessening of fune-
tlon, of objectives or of determined
them. And all educated men and
women ‘In every -spher‘e of life
should co-operate to this end, or

‘The law that determines In- T~ to what advantage have we been

given Intellectual and religlous
instruction?

If our most creative tome; exert
their utmost influence this
direction, tolerance, mdemtnnd
ing and mutual regard may fuse
racial and social Jealousy, sus-
picion and strife into a human
wuda.nty possamd of redemptive

We have been thinking of
present-day perils to school and
shurch. The nmst, threatening

clouds arve In the political sky.
Every form-of human liberty may
well tremble before conceptions of
state rulership that are now held
in European countries and are
more or less current everywhere.
Freedomy of worship and instruc-
tion, freedom of speech and press,
freedom of capital and labor, of
contract and service, freedom of
association and of person—all are
opposed and often attacked (n
theory and in practice. 4
I venture to say that this is
coming to be the greatest problem
and responsibility of the two most
pulssant forces, those which are
represented here today. No other
powu:a than those of education
and religion can save the world
i;ol;? tyranny over body, mind and
Church and school must stand
firmly together to resist and pre~
vent slavery for the whole race and
even to Keep government from
destroying Itself and plunging
soclety Into hopeless chaos. Time

will show that this view of the

situation I8 no figment of imagi-
nation and may represent a com-
Ing deadly crisis impending, and
perhaps nearer than we think.

‘T wish to express the eonvrcuon,

with whatever sfrength I have,
that the nations of “the world,

procedures not upon eo‘nﬂlsung
demands of human selfishness but
upon *“the sure foundation of
1God." This is because, as Adding-
“ton affirms, “the true wealth of a
jcountry lfes in its men and
R u "

«&Hm of the ungodly are
doomed. What is the testimony of
the ages? Thruout the past mighty
states and colossal powers have
arisen and for a fime they flour-
ished. Some of them grew import-
and proud, tho from the beginning
they defied the Sovereign of the
Universe and fouted His precepts.
_Others that once knew and hon-
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in themselves and seeds of folly
and iniquity. At length they all
went down in ruin.

On the basis of sound history.
it is safe to prediet that such will
be the end of every existing gov-
ernment, even that of America, if
it follows the disastrous examples
of the past.

‘This nation has been guilty of
‘meny a sin and fallure to do
justice; but it bas profited much
by Christian character and. Chris-
tian education. We have been In
and are not yet thru a bitter
‘season of trial and distress.

RBCOYERY PRL’\IARILY MORAL
We talk about recovery: It has
not come. Some folk think ‘ft will
never come until we understand
and aset upon the knowledge that
1t is primarily moral, not material
re-creation that is needed, a new
ethical sincerity and consisténcy,
beginning in Washington and in
every state capitol, remaking every
‘occupation, industry and institu-
‘tion; cleansing ehurch, school,
‘press, radio and movie; bringlng 0
threatened breaking homes new
virtue, loyalty and love, e
Wlmt will it preﬂt us to Wlh
lost wea“lth. ‘to divide {1t more
equitably, to attain social and old

age security, even fo get interna-

‘tlonal peace, If there is not. apult-
ual regpm! Without more and

bohngbmmmwmmeﬁ‘
us more losses and greater and
“mthammtewmbcm
than the first."
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Omtblns m_ ‘at this hour
i tbatallpmb-
existence

and progress are solvable, for ex-
ample that of employment, about
-which we hear 5o muech and do g0
little. Or we do the wrong thln;.
It is perfectly evident that just as
much work as ever is needed in
the world, and more. There even
is money enough to pay for it. We
havemlytogetbrammd. ‘brawn

costs end restrictions and from
political and orsa.nmuanal can-
trols ‘and the rebound and | wth
of successful undertakings every.
nature will be astoundins.

Even at the worst I predict that
1939 will Iong
be unemployed who have & reason-
able amount of initiative, inven-
tiveness and patience, if they m;l:r
want to work and love It.

“This is no day for defeatists ok
waakunss High cpal!enge rathes
than dismay should be found
the tempora et mores. lh which we

&s‘mﬂ% li‘w. and maks-*il!vﬁ:,,




