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W
HY IS the world today a turmoil of wars, strikes. 

revolutions and racial persecutions? Why have 
business depressions occurred to rob people of 

their &lVings and hopes .t'or the fulure? A not unusual 
answer to this is that the world is mad. and C. G. Jung. 
famous Swiss psychologist, says the world is mad because 
modern men and women are afraid to die. 

It was some form of religion that helped men and 
women of past gen~ratlonll lo look on death u a goal- a 
great adventure. Dr .. Junll' belit>vel! religion with a hope of 
a future lifo must ~ hroug-hl back to ~'ave the world from 
contimwd ln11an1ty. 

Speaking at thr Jnternntlonal Medical Congress of Psy­
chothrrapy, held In En,land. Dr .. Tung said that there a re 
two main reasons why people develop fears. anxieties and 
phobia& symptoms of the mental and nervous breakdowns 
called neurose8: the kfnd of mental and nervous breakdowns 
that he belll.'ves are re11ponslble tor the world's present 
trouble. Om~ reason Ia that in the first half of a person's 
lifo he lllllY not be uble to meet and solve the everyday 
problema ot adult lite as they develop. The other reason 
Is that many an Individual. when he reaches the second half 
or life, flnd11 It Impossible to race death and what, l.f any­
thing. "'ill happen a!terwarct. 

A yonng man or woman may not be able to get over 
th,. hurdlt>~t of choo11lng 11 careflr, earning a living or finding 
a mat~>. Not hcing Ahle to lick some ot these moat im· 
porlRnt p r o blema 
may make a fellow 
lo~e all confidence 
In hill ability to do 
anything right and 
he may t h Ink 
everyone Ia d o w n 
on him. Soon, as 
if to excuse him· 
self for his failure, 
such a person may 
develop lma,rinary 
heart t r o u b I e, 
atom~h trouble or 
o t h e r Ills. The 
m t n d, too, tre­
<luent l y gels 
ClOUdfld ll II d Un· 
11lahle. 

Yel until a man 
or woman ill 11ome· 
where between l!6 
or 40 yt>ar11 ole!, 
Dr. Jung believes 
the pereonallty Is 
expanding. The In­
dividual pushes on 
and on t o w a r d 
some goal. It 
things don't look 
so bright the aver ­
age person thinks 
they 11oon will be 
better. He'll get a 
break. If success 
has n o t arrived 
t h e r e I'll Ill 111 a 
chance that It may 
be- jullt around the 
corner. 

·-----·------·-······· 

missing in the Jives of many people today. 
Faced with lhe hopeless fear that death is the end o! 

everything. many non-religious people become neurotic And 
fanatical. Instead of filling their later years with lhe en· 
joyment that comes with breadth of experience. these indi· 
vidua.la break under the strain. Trying to escape from the 
thought ot death may cause imaginary illness or ment~tl 
disturbances ranging all the way from the Individual who 
shrinks from everyone to the fellow who uaerts himl!elf aA 
a show-off or a dare-devil. EnergiC8 that should b~ de• 
voted to what. Dr. Jung believes to be a norm~LI rcllgloull 
experience al"e dh·ecled elsewhere. 

The aged millionaire may develop a mad de11ire for mMe 
and more worldly possessions as he tries to keep from look­
ing death In the race. The dictator may be overcome by a 
greed for greater position and more power over his fellow­
men. The housewife, the office worker, the fanner or most 
anyone else may get mean and stingy or settle into a state 
of shirking all burdens and letting someone else carry on. 
Whatever Its form. the noted psychologist believes lhls Is 
a madness born of fear of death. 

The Importance of. religion to the minds of men is shown 
by the ta.ct that it has been present In some form among 
almost all peoples. Long beCore the appearance ot Chr ill· 
tlahlty, with such biblical 8Jisurancea as "in my father'!! 
hl'lu&e are many manslom!'' : and "I ~o to pr:-pare a pln<:" 
for you." peopl!! prepared for death ancl what wa.t• beyond. 

The anclP-nl 
EgypttanR bPIIPved 
that the «aul of s 
dead man hBd tr 
appear before ll\l 
god Osiris a ncl ht> 
weighed, and t.ha t 
every 11oul would 
get a crack at im· 
mortality. Ancient 
G r e e k s believed 
that t h e worthy 
went to dwell in 
the Elysian Fields, 
a place of perpet­
ual s p r I n g l ime, 
whHe t h o s e who 
h a d sinnt>d we1-e 
condemned to stif­
fer In a plncv that 
was c a II e cl Tar­
t.arus. 

Primitive people 
buritld their deact 
w i t h supplitlll of 
food, h o u s e !told 
furnishings. p r e­
cious metals. hunt­
ing materials, and 
o t h e r necessa1-y 
items for lite in 
t h e n e w world 
which they we r < 
b e I I e v e d to be 
about to enter. 

They had f i r rr 
faith in the per­
soul and didn't be· 
manence of t h e 
lif've for a minute 
that death was the 
end of everything. 

But, according to 
the Swt~ psychol­
ogist. there comes 
a day-In middle 
age-when m a n y 
folks are forced to 
a tl m I t to them-

ThP. Fanmus P11~hologlst ~Jared 'l'llat There II a lk'al C-6nne4•tlon Between 
Empty Churcbe~~ and Crowded AMM!nals, Beca.liMo tbe Dr.11lm tor Power a nd 

Rk-hes 111 a MadneN Broupt nn ~· Ft>ar of Dea th. 

It Is only the 
supposedly s u p e· 
rtor and self-satis­
fied modern indi· 

selvell that opportunity Is not waiting to knock at their 
door and that their ambitions never will be realized. What­
ever the apparent aucceM of these men and women It may 
not be Lhe succesa they had ptannw. They are depreesed. 
They may ask themselves, "What next?" "Where am I 
going?" The lnevltable answer must be death- and at 
least halt ot the journey probably has been completed. 

To the man or woman who only a short while before 
was planning big things, that answer Is a shock, for where 
religion once served to makt> the last half of life a prepara­
tion for what Will! lo comt>, IIUCh l"eligious exper ience 111 

viduals who have 
tried to get a long without 11ome such faith and in so doin~ 
have created a world of chaos. 

Dr. Jung belleves that a return to some more hopeful 
ideas about death is the only thing that wlll save the world 
from utter ruin. "tt Ia." he says. "an Insanity of the white 
man that he has lost the religious order of life. Until he 
f inds it again he will scarcely be healed of his troubles." 

The famous scientist said that the solution of man· 
kind's problems can be found If J"eliglon and science stop 
bickering- ·he belleves psychologists and rellgloUR leader~ 
ahould join hands to give some such religion to mankind. .5 


