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DR. F. B. ROBINSON AT THE CONSOLE OF HIS PIPE ORGAN
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August 3, 1933

The Presbyterian Banner 9

"Psychiana—A
New Religion”

By CLIFFORD M. DRURY

HERE is a big signboard along the road which
comes into this city of mine from the south. On
this signboard one can read the following mes-

sage: “Moscow, Idaho—Known the world over as the
home of Psychiana—the New Psychological Religion.”

Dr. Frank B. Robinson, the founder and promoter
of this new religion, came to Moscow in the spring of
1929 and worked in a local drug store as a licensed
pharmacist. I met him and his family soon after he
came, and have known him intimately these inter-
vening years. I have seen the movement, which he
started in the early part of 1930, grow until it has now
reached inquirers in 67 different countries. To date
from 125,000 to 150,000 different people have pui-
chased one of his courses, or one of the three books he
has written, or are members of his Brotherhood, or
subscribe to his magazine.

During the past 30 days (I am writing on May 23,
1933) the advertising bill of Psychiana, Inc., has been
in the neighborhood of $10,000. In one month a full-
page advertisement appeared on the back outside
cover of a series of magazines which claimed to reach
some 13,000,000 readers.

Such a movement has already arrived at such pro-
portions that it deserves to be known and studied by
Church people, and especially by ministers. It can-
not be lightly dismissed with a sarcastic remark. No
matter how violently some of us in the churches may
disagree with what Dr. Robinson says and how he says
it, still we must recognize the fact that he is reaching
tens of thousands of people, all over the world, whom
seemingly the churches are not reaching. Here is a new
religion in its infancy. Here is a movement that has
just been born which may rank in the very near fu-
ture with such movements as Christian Science.

Letters in increasing numbers are coming to the pas-
tors of the various denominations in Moscow asking
for information, I have received my share. I feel
therefore that the time has come for a fuller and moie
detailed knowledge of this new religion to be given to
the readers of the religious press. I write from my
own personal knowledge of Dr. Robinson and also
from a signed statement which he gave me, at my re-
quest, in which he summarized the history and present
extent of Psychiana. I do not write to pass judgment,
but rather to give the facts as impartially as pos-
sible.

Let us first look at the man himself. Frank B. Rob-
inson was born in New York City 48 years ago. His
father was a Baptist minister who moved with his

B The author of this non-committal deseription of the spectacular rise
of & new cult is the pastor of First Presbyterian church at Moscow,
Idaho, who formerly was pastor of the American church at Shanghai,
Ching. He is & graduate of San Francisco Theological Seminary.

family to the north of England several years after
Frank was born. It appears that the father was se-
vere in his discipline and that as the son grew older
he resented the treatment received in the home. The
boy had a deep religious nature which bordered upon
the mystical.

In his teens, the young man left England for On-
tario, Canada. He put himself through a school of
pharmacy in Toronto and by 21 was a registered
pharmacist. While in Toronto his interest in religion
continued. He became a member of the Alexander
choir. In Toronto, also, he attracted the attention
of Elmore Harris, who at that time was president of
McMaster University and was both the controlling
and the financial impulse behind the Bible Training
School in Toronto, Dr. Harris urged Robinson to study
for the ministry, and by assisting in a financial way
made it possible for him to go through McMaster
University and the Bible Training School.

He was ordained to the Baptist ministry, and for
some six months was engaged in evangelistic work.
However, due to the doubts he had regarding many
facts of the Christian religion, Robinson gave up the
active work of the ministry. Dr. William James, the
famous psychologist of Harvard, had been invited to
give the graduating address to the class of McMaster
University to which Robinson belonged. This con-
tact led to a friendship which lasted for many years.
It prompted Robinson to study psychology.

His study of psychology finally led him into the
study of metaphysics. For three years, 1915-18, he at-
tended the College of Divine Metaphysics at Indian~
apolis, from which institution he received the degree
of doctor of divinity and, recently, the honorary de-
gree of master of science. Previously he had received
the D.D. degree from McMaster University.

He has traveled abroad, during which travels he vis-
ited Palestine. In 1919 he married the daughter of
Circuit Judge Leavitt of Klamath county, Oregon, to
which union two children have been born, Alfred, age
10, and Florence, age 2. For several years he lived
in southern California. Always there has been in
him a deep religious interest. At various times he was
active in Sunday school work and Christian Endeavor,
and assisted in evangelistic services. He was moved
by a restless urge to find a religious experience which
satisfied. He received baptism a second time from Dr.
W. B. Hinson, pastor of the White Temple in Port-
land, and for six months or so following that experi-
ence he showed renewed interest in the Church.

And yet even while working in and through the or-
ganized Church, there was with him an ever-growing
conviction that many of the methods and practices of
the Church were both false and futile, and that many
of the Christian doctrines had no claim for uniqueness,
in that they existed, he became convinced, in other re-
ligions before the birth of Jesus.

As to his beliefs, in spite of accusations to the con-
trary, he is a firm believer in God. To him God is




a divine spiritual Law, which operates whenever con-
ditions are correct. This God is an all-powerful, ever-
living source of all energy. He is not a Christian in
the usual sense of that term, in that he disbelieves in
such doctrines as the virgin birth, the resurrection and
the atonement: Christ was a human being and was
nothing more than what we may become; Christ pos-
sessed the spirit of God to a larger degree than we do,
but not to a larger degree than we may.

As far as the Bible is concerned, it is to him not any
more inspired than some other writings of ancient cr
modern times; it is inspired only as it reveals truth.
Dr. Robinson has attracted attention by violent satir-
ical and sometimes abusive attacks upon some Church
practices, especially some of those of the Roman Cath-
olic Church. Some of the conservative doctrines of
the Protestant Church have likewise been ridiculed. Tn
some instances he attacks doctrines and beliefs which
have long been given up by thinking Christians, such
as Ussher’s chronology which used to be printed in the
margins of the old King James version. These attacks
have served to attract many to his following.

In the summer and fall of 1929, while he was work-
ing in a drug store in Moscow, the idea came to him of
writing out his philosophy of life and his conception
of religion. Gradually the idea took form, and evolved
into that of writing a course in the psychology of reli-
gion and of selling it through a nationwide advertising
campaign. So the first course of lessons was prepared
and mimeographed.

He felt that he needed $2,000 to get his plan started.
This money he succeeded in borrowing from a small
group of Moscow citizens. It is interesting to note
that the original stockholders have received to date
115 per cent return on their investment, besides the
compensation which Dr. Robinson himself has re-
ceived. The corporation is now paying him $500 a
month. The present value of the holdings of Psychi-
ana, Inc., makes the stocks worth many times the orig-
inal investment.

As a result of his first advertising venture some
$13,500 came in for the series of lessons, which sold for
$27.50. Belore long, Dr. Robinson gave up his posi-
tion in the drug store and devoted his whole time to the
cause. A second series of lessons followed the first,
and now he is writing a third advanced series. He has
written three books, and issues a new lesson every two
weeks to the members of the Brotherhood. The 46th
lesson in this series has just been written. In addition
he began a monthly magazine, all of the articles of
which he writes himself. This magazine is now a quar-
terly.

He began with one stenographer, in a rented room
over a grocery store. He soon moved to an empty
store building, and now Psychiana, Inc., owns a quar-
ter-block in the heart of the city and a big building in
which a staff of from 15 to 20 girls is busy caring
for the exceedingly heavy correspondence. To date he
has already made 146,329 separate sales of books,

should take cognizance.
Church are justified.

PsvCHIANA—THE NEW

Some of his criticisms of the
Even though many disagree
with him frankly and emphatically on many points,
still we must recognize that he is giving to thousands
just what they want. The sign on the signboard south
of my city states the truth when it tells all who read:

“Moscow, IpaHO
Known the world over as the home of
PsvcHoLocicaL RELIciOx™

courses, magazine subscriptions or brotherhood mem-
berships. His present list of active students totals
26,384. He claims to have sent out at least 3,000 free
series of lessons to students who were unable to pay.
He has 9,432 enrolled in “Psychiana Brotherhood,”
and has more than 7,000 subscribers to his magazine.

One of the unexpected developments of his teach-
ings was the call for his assistance in faith healing.
Telegrams and long distance telephone calls began
coming in by the score. Now rarely a day passes on
which some appeal does not come beseeching him fer
his prayers in healing. So many visitors came to Mos-
cow to see him that he had to advertise for them not
to come, as they interfered with his work. Frequent-
ly he takes long trips to see some particular patient
whose case has excited his sympathy. He now drives
a fine Auburn twin-six car.

A new development of the movement which is just
now taking place is the establishment of a clinic in
Moscow to which all of the sick people are invited to
come. In this clinic there would be some of the finest
medical and surgical talent available. He expects to
have here a big hospital in the very near future. He
advertises this clinic to be “a private institution de-
voted to the ethical and scientific practice of medicine
and surgery as an adjunct to the healing power of the
Spirit of God.” Already a prominent and well-trained
surgeon, Dr. Charles F. Magee, is associated with him
in this movement. One hardly dares prophesy what
this may develop into. Probably the majority of his
students are people who are seeking physical healing.

His files are crowded with letters from admiring stu-
dents all over the world who testify of their own ac-
cord to the benefit which they have received from
his teachings. He has had correspondence with such
world leaders as our President, Franklin D. Roosevelt,
and Mussolini.

His is an individualistic religion. He is not much in-
terested in the social application of the principles
which he teaches, believing that the individual who un-
derstands his teachings will automatically apply them
to everyday life. Even though it may appear from
some of his writings that he has no use for the Church,
I know from my own contact with him that this is not
altogether the case. One of the characteristics of his
writings is the seemingly contradictory nature of parts
of them. While critical of the organized Church and
even while prophesying its coming doom, still he feels
that there is a place which it should fill in society.

He is both greatly hated and greatly loved. He is
a man of unusual vitality and endurance. He is a
good executive and a born advertiser. Not long ago,
in recognition of his unusual advertising methods, he
was called to New York to address a meeting of na-
tional advertising men. So far he is jealously guard-
ing the use of the name Psychiana and is forbidding
any unauthorized person to go out on a lecture plat-
form under this advertised name.

Surely here is a movement of which we in the Church
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Charge of Making
False Statement

Preferred by U.S.

News=-Review ___February 13, 1¢

Charged with making a false stcltement
in an dpphcutmn for a passport, Dr. Frank
B. Robinson of Moscow was indicted by the
federal grand jury now in session in Boise.

The passport was obtained by Dr. Robin-
son before making a trip to Europe in 1934.

Dr. Robinson declined to comment, except
to say that the indictment was not entirely
une\pected and that any statements would
be made “at the proper. time.”

Bond was set at $1250 which was posted]|
by two Moscow business men.

The hearing will be held 1 m Moscow before
Federal Judge Charles C. Cavanah during
the May term of court.




address was scheduled to begin, and the police were called
to dispell the crowds which insisted upon gaining admis-
sion. This has been duplicated everywhere I have ever been
and as I see this marvelous reaction, it impresses me with
a sacred sense of my duty, for truly the responsibility is

very heavy. Yet, I feel the vision is true and wherever a

true vision exists, you may depend upon it that it exists in
the mind of someone perfectly qualified to bring the vision
out of the Realm of God and into the Realm of reality

s heap
ive of anyone

Quite naturally, orthodox religious o
curses upon my head, for they cannot ¢
having any of the truths of God who teaches an entirely
different philosophy from the one they teach and I am
sorry to say that many very dirty attempts have been made
by ministers who profess to know God, and I am also
attempts to upset this Movement
ssful,

happy to say that thes
have never been and never will be suce

DEOPLE today want the truth of- God if that truth can
be known. They are sick and tired of heathen and
pagan tradition foisted off on an unsuspecting public by
preachers and priests as the truths of God. Considerable
consternation has been aroused by one of my books,
Crucified Gods Galore, which book is having a very wonder-
in faect, est of the books
,illl_" I_'il‘l"lll{llif:“] jlii‘ilpﬁ up on an Ql\'l_‘fri‘i,':_'l‘ !)f ten

are, the

new subseriptions every day and I imagine, off hand, that
if we include regularly enrolled students, magazine sub-
scribers, Brotherhood members and those who have bought
our books, the total will be pretty close to the half million
mark.

This has been a lonesome fight and still will be. It has
been a hard fight, for just as soon as my programs break
on the radio, the different ministerial associations who are
very much afraid of me and this teaching, immediately
put in a protest, and some station operators seem to have
the mistaken idea that those who believe in the story given
to us by orthodox theology constitute the majority of the

people. However, they are badly mistaken and our attor-

neys are now laying the ground work to go into the federal
courts and decide whether any radio station has the right
to permit one religious philosophy on the air and forbid
another one. I do not believe that any radio station is
qualified to pass upon the merits of any religious teaching.
Of course, this doesn’t upset me too much, because I know
the mind and pulse of thinking Americans today and I
know that old pagan beliefs and superstitions are not satis-
fying these thinking people today and they are discarding
them just as fast as they possibly can.

This world had better get a new vision of God and the
church had better present one, for if ever it was needed, it
However, in spite of all opposition and
we continue to

is needed today.
in spite of my plain speaking and writir
grow and the answer to our success may be found in the
fact that the new vision of God we-are giving to the world
is a vision that has long been needed, and a vision which
can actually be proven to be true. We do not profess to
know all of the truths of God, by any manner of means,
but we do try to be true to the vision we have received and
we use ourselves as a channel through which the inspira-
tions of the Realm of God as we receive them can be
humbly and simply transmitted to others.

DO not like to talk about myself. The only thing I will

say is that I derive much relaxation and pleasure from
a beautiful pipe organ in my home, and as the days get
b and busier, I spend more and more time in relaxa-
tion at the sole of this beautiful instrument.

I notice that your magazine is called Inspiration, and if
I were asked for a message to your readers, I would say to
them that all inspiration comes from the greatest Realm
of the Spirit of God, and if the inspirationsbe followed, no
matter what form it takes, your reade ibe sure that
such inspiration will sooner or later lea n to the real-
ization of their oneness with the spirit of ‘éternal life, and
knowing this Spirit and knowing its pewer, your readers
will find that the rest of life’s problems will answer them-

se I Ves.




WIRE HERE FOR POST .CARD

SENT BY HAUPTMANN

News Review

DR. F. B. ROBINSON ASKED TO SEND
POSTCARD HE RECEIVED HERE FROM BRUNO

U}

NEW YORK, Jan. 10. (UP) A sample of Bruno Richard
Hauptmann’s handwriting is being rushed by airmail from-Mescow,
Idaho, to be placed before the New Jersey court of pardons which
begins consideration of the convicted Lindbergh kidnapper’s at
Trenton tomorrow.

Dr. Frank B. Robinson, of Moscow, told the United Press he
wired Governor Harold G. Hoffman from his hotel here today
that he had a post card which Hauptmann had written since his
conviction last spring.

A secretary of the governor telephoned Robinson that the gov-
ernor was exceedingly anxious to obtain samples of Hauptmann’s
handwriting written in ordinary correspondence and asked if the
card could be produced by Wednesday. Robinson assured that it
could be in the governor’s hands Monday and wired to MeBEcow
for it to be sent immediately. A

Robinson, founder of a new teaching called ‘“Psychiana,” said
Hauptmann wrote him from the Flemington, N. J., jail about a
month after his conviction concerning the new philosophy. He sent
Hauptmann the full ecourse of the teaching. :

“T don’t-know the card
will help Ha I
him,” Robi
and if Go
court of pa
them to comp
with evidence alr
I'm glad to furn

Governor Harold G. Hoffman of
New Jersey has asked Dr. Frank B.
Robinson of Moscow for the posi
card which Bruno Richard Haupt-
mann, convicted slayer of the
Lindbergh baby, purportedly sent
to Moscow while in the Fleming-
ton jail.

The handwriling on the post
card will be shown the board of
pardons when it meets fo give
final consideration to ‘the Ger-
man's fate.

The post card assertedly was
written by Hauptmann while he
was in jail. It says: “Dr. please send
me the great {ruth of God. Obriciat

ENESEE BASKETI
FOR WEEK; LOO

iENESEE, Jan. 10—With n-'..l
me this \'.':_’t:i-}. the




WHERE ALL LATAH COUNTY
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: g the wa
esources of the a site for a proposed recreatio
al center.
Building of the project was made possible by Dr. Frank B. Robin-
son who bought approximately 60 acres of land from the Federal

ments of the soil conservation bureau, which insisted the land be
publicly owned and controlled.

In apyg ation, Latah county commissioners named the place
Robinson Park,

dam is be buill.

: the land whi
and a 12-acre lake cx
with considerable su
force of the s onservation bureau—
Thaanum, project manager, J
struction, K. Ko
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The Sunday School Times--=December 25,

NoTtes oN OPEN LETTERS

What Does Psychiana Teach?
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Money-Back Religion
Ten years ago in Moscow
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ADVERTISING AGE June 27, 1938

DR. ROBINSON OF PSYCHIANA AT WORK

PﬂWERF"l EUPY  SELLING RELIGION |Robmeon mscit prepared. 1
. o . CAN \U\\ TALK .\\‘]TH

MAN CAN Now G(?rliw rest of the copy includes the
BU".DS CUI.T UF TALK W|TH GOD" |iank statement that “Jesus had

NO MONOPOLY"” on the power be-

‘ , = Syt Heted Prychologlon i i el ikt
E I AH Th Toashing whieh 1 beinging waw M §. o oty doad world hind “His so-called ‘miracles’,”” but
e — that this same pow an be used
i
“PSYCHIANA" 1C '

by anyone—AT ANY HOUR OF

— Believes and Teaches as follows i — o THE DA YR NIGHT.”
i ) i : o Exuding self-confidence, and k-
Psychlana s Mu"ey . Back " e able in ithr» nth degres i}l"ﬂlll(' an
j n) rent lack of prof al mod-
nﬂﬂr Gﬂts Em ! “ 1 Jr. Robinson i y callg

rtisement  “the greatest
By WILLIAM P. GRAY of advertising copy ever writ-
Moscow, Idaho, June 32 s
Fr ml\ Bruce obinson, founder of : : FuAY b LA 3 ends between $60,000 and
the _world‘s -on ly DR. FRANK 8. ROBINSON | ————— 2 X =ar to place it in some 400
) ck-guaranteed mail-order | - . . peapyie s | ne ers and about 50 magazines,
religion,” today counted another = 5 e said. It brought him $400,000
milestone in the development of an : { | worth of business in 1934, his big-
advertising program which has| . ' lgest yvear, and will bring him ap-
stamped him as probably the most| |Fi==Ss ' R i |p imately as much in 1938, he es-
unorthodox—and one of the most| il == |timate has brought him more
successful—advertisers in the world. | than 000 “Psychiana” students
: !since the day he borrowed §500 to
told Apverrising Ace in an exclu- art an advertising program in
Newspapers have begun to solicit | sive interview. 1 v are scattered through
his copy for the fi time in the| In the decade since “Psychiana's” : ies of the world—from
10 years of “‘Psychiar existence, | fantastic beginning in this univer- | N 8 orway, from Siam to
and one network of 25 stations is |sity town of 5,000 people, there has|S
among the radio outlets now pre- |never been a notable change in the “A revamping of the copy never
senting his programs regularly, he |original display copy which, Dr.|pulled within 50 per cent of the

Now Solicit His Copy |




crude ad T originally drew up,” he
declared. “One Chicago agency that
wanted my business agreed to pay
$750 for one insertion of an ad they
drew up. I agreed to give them. my
account their ad pulled as well |
as mine. It drew 40 replie My |
original copy draws as high as 1,800
replies in the samie magazine
never heard . from the

agair

For his purpose
ered that de -
invariably bring the highest
turns. Love stories are “not
hot." In newspapers he likes to be
near the . Unlike many ad-|
vertisers, he insists on a rmsilir}n!
in the { part of both magazines |
and newspapers, because :  BX-

ained, “if a
enough to go far,
ested in what I have to say.

The “Psychiana"” egan in a
drug @tore in Mos e big, |
friendly Frank B. Robinson, at the
age of 42, was earning $175 a month
as a registered pharmacist. Once or-
dained as a Baptist minister in
Toronto, he had never preached,
though he did previously beat a bass |
dram in the Salvation Army

His religious philosophy developed
during the vears he was drug
clerk In Portland, Ore.. and crystal-
lized into writing after he came to
Moscow. He borrowed $500 from a
grocery clerk ing
the doctrine, as yet

it

h discov-

gazines

he
story

5

re-

80 |

a

unnamed.
Refuse His Copy

With 00 of this in his pocket, |
he went to Spokane, Wash,,
agency and asked them to insert the
copy he presented in Psychology
magazine, They refused, advising
him, “We don’t want to lose money
for you

Other & s advis him the
copy was “mechanically imperfect,”
“contained no advertising message
at all” or that it was “the crudest
piece of advertising ever written.”|
Among other thing th upon was |
at the top left. He placed the copy
for himself, and, it drew
plies,

a

& re-
replying was one
English cot-
ton importer at candria, Egypt,
who sent his picture. In a dream
that night, Robinson thought he
saw Birley making mysti
a corpse, explaining,
hiana, the power that will
new life to a spiritually dead

those

world.

The next day, Dr. Robinson says
—and he admits story makes
Rim sound “nuts"—he adopted the
Hame “Psychiana” and wrote Bir-
ley, “You are to be associated with
me in this business. Please send
$£40,000.” Two wee later, a Spo-
kane bank telephoned him that
$20,000 had arrvived, and
more was due next w
sequently he b
000 from
it back : L

T'he tlt':-\'elr)pmet_lt'{.xc:&"g‘_-l’s_\‘z-i':imm“
from that point on has been largely
a process of advertising and pPro-
motion, in the course of which 'the
Federal Trade Commission )
more than once investigated and @p-

ed the Robinson mail-order re- |

Sub-
owed a % b,
Birley, and is still paying

| and

| sold

ligion and its “mighty, never-fail-
ing power.”

Three agencies have handled the
“Pgychiana" account, their princi-
pal task being the buying of s
For the past five years, the Iz
Company, Seattle, has 1

rency. It ntly produ
ries of 14 transcribed radio
grams, “Flashes of Truth,” 1:
ute word-trips to Dr. Robir
home in Moscow, where the int

i jab finds the

t the console of

the 800-pipe Wurlitzer organ which

ig installed in the basement of his

home.” The recordings were made
in Seattle, 4

The Mutual-Don Lee network on
the Pacific Coast recently started
using the program at 10:45 a. m.
Sunday mornings. It is Dr. Robin-
son's plan to use the same series
over again when the 14 broadcasts
are complete. An Iowa network, and
individual stations as far west as
Honolulu are using the same series.

The programs are still eyed with
disfavor by some stations, however.
KGW-KE National Broadcasting
Company's Portland outlets, recently

down the series.

" courses for begin-
(20 lessons) cost $20, includ-
ing an examination and as many
personal letters from Dr., Robinson
as the student asks for. Advanced
courses, 10 and 40 lessons, sell for
$£10 and $50 spectively. The in-
stalment plan is an sential part
of the Robinson business technique,
he now makes preliminary
courses available at $1 down and
$2.25 a month (total $28), Average
collections by mail are about half
of this.

With amazing frankness, Dr Rob-
inson points out in his radio’ pro-
grams that “Psychiana’s" mateésial
rewards have heen many for him.
He owns the two-story brick
Psychiana building here, th¥ee
pharmacie 1 modern office hitild-
ing for doctors and lawyers, sz
the largest circulating newspape:

ners

e

the News-Review, with its
which printed 75,000,000
“Psychiana™ literature in

Moscow,
job press
].lir_-l‘l'S of
1937.

He quickly admits
considerable money experimenting
with advertising, but he claims to
sell courses to 15 per cent of those
who reply to the first advertisement

and this, he says an
world record. He uses nine follow-
ups in dir mail campaigns,
first six a week apart, the last th
30 davs apart. The vast majority
of enrollments are received on the
first follow-up. He uses two colors
on mailing pieces, thinks color is a
waste in newspapers and magazines,
and finds it unprofitable to spend
more than 50 cents per reply for
advertising.

Dubbed “Mail-order
gsometimes compared to P. T. Bar-
num, Dr. Robinson worries little
about criticism, but continues to re-
gard himself as a rare combination
of business seutive, religious lead-
er. and advertising man.

(And yon might be interested in
knowing that when he decided to
get a new car Al or 80 ago, he
his old Dusenberg Mae
West.)

he has wasted

is easy

Messiah” and

ay

Lo




POWERFUL COPY

BUILDS CULT (F
MAIL MESSIAH

Psychiana’s Money - Back
Offer Gets 'Em

By WILLIAM P. GRAY, JR.

Moscow, Idaho, June 22.—Dr.
Frank Bruce Robinson, foun of
“Psychiana,” the world's .only
rack-guaranteed mail-order
religion,” today counted another
milestone in the development of an
advertising program which has
stamped him ag probably the most
unorthodox—and one of the most
successful—advertisers in the world.

Now Solicit His Copy

Newspapers have begun to solicit
his copy for th 'st time in the
10 years of “Psychiana’s” existence,
and one network of !
among the radio outlets now pre-
senting his programs regularly, he

SELLING RELIGION

'MAN CAN NOW
TALK WITH GOD’

= Says Noted Prpohalogint
The Teach b by beiagiag sow My fo o apbiteally dosd workd

"pSYCHIANAY

Believes and Teaches as follows

DR. FRANK B. ROBINSON

told Apverrising Age in an exclu-
sive inter :

In the decade since “Psychiana's”
fantastic beginning in this univer-

never been a notable change in the
original display copy which, Dr.
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boldface h nnounced:
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of the copy includes the
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Dr. Robinson proudly calls
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of advertising copy ever writ-
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rers and about 50 magazine
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start an advertising program in
1928. Th are scattered through
67 ¢ L of the world—from
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“A revamping of the copy never
pulled within 50 per cent of the




crude ad 1 originally drew up.” he
dec] d. “One Chicago agency that
wanted my business agreed to pay
$750 for one insertion of an ad they |
drew up. 1 agreed to give them. my |

unt their ad pulled as we]]i
as mine, It drew 40 replies.

iginal copy draws as hij

replies in the magazine
never heard the
again.”

For his purpc he has
ered that detective story maj
invariably bring the highest |
turns, Love stories are "not so
hot.” In newspapers he likes to be
near the comics. Unlike many ad-
vertisers, he insists on position
in the back part of both magazines
and newspapers, becal he ex-
plained, “if a reade inte
enough to go that far, he's
ested in what I have to say.”

The “Psychiana” saga began in a
drug st in Moscow where big,
friendly Frank B. Robinson, at the
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as a registered pharmacist. Once or-
dained as a Baptist minister in
Toronto, he had ne preached,
though he did previously beat a bass
drum in the Salvation Army. |

His religious philosophy deve d |
during the years he was a drug|
clerk in Portland, Ore.. and t_-r_\'s:lal-i
lized into writing after he came to
Moscow. He borrowed $500 from aj

weery clerk to start propagating |
the doctrine, as yet unnamed.

Refuse His Copy

With $400 of this in his pocket,
went to a Spokane, Wash,,
1cy and asked them to insert the‘

copy he presented in Psychology |

magazine. They refused, advising |
him, * don’t want to lose money
for you.”

Other agenc advised him the
copy was “mechanically imperfect,”
“contained no advertising message
at all” or that it was “the crudest
piece of advertising ever written.”
Among other things, the coupon was
at the top left. He placed the copy
for himself, and, it drew re-
plies,
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a corpse, explaining, “This
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bring new life to a spiritually dead |

world.” |

The next day, Dr. Robinson says
—and he admits the story makes |
jim sound “nuts”—he adopted the
¥ame “Psychiana” and wrote
ley, “You are to be associated with
me in this business. Please send
£40,000." Two weeks later, a Spo-
kane bank telephoned him that
$20,000 had arrvived, and $20,000
more was due the next week. Sub-
gequently he borrowed another $35,-
000 from Birley, and ig still paying
it back. |

The developmentHofg =
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motion, in the course of which Jthe
Federal Trade Commission
more than once investigated and'.'_'a‘p-
proved the Robinson mail-order re-
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grams that “Psychiana’s” material
rewards have been many for him.
He owns the two-story brick
Psychiana building here, tlhilee
phary a modern office build-
ing for doctors and lawyers, and
the largest ecirculating newspaper in

down
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(20
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20
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ing
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considerable money
with advertising, but
sell cour to 15
who reply to the first
and this, he says, Is

world record. He us nin
ups in direct mail campaigns,
first six a week apart, the last thr
30 d apart. The vast majority
of enrollments are received on the
irst follow-up. He uses two colors
on mailing pleces, thinks color is a
waste in newspapers and magazines,
and finds it unprofitable to spend
more than 50 cents per reply for
advertising.

Dubbed “Mail-order
sometimes compared
num, Dr. Robinson
about critieism, but continues to re-
gard himself as a rare combination
of business executive, religious lead-
er. and advertising
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knowing that when he

L a néew car a }'(":l}' or
sold his old Dusenbe
West.)

Messiah” and
to- P. T. Bar-

worries little

»d in
decided to
80 ago, he

to Mae




Dr. Robinson Moves to Save

Christian Institute

News Review=Febs 13, 1936

arts  Campaign
tor Worthy

Cause.




AN CAN TALK TO GOD

By FRANK B. ROBINSON

Here is a message from Dr. Frank B. Robinson, the
founder of the PSYCHIANA movement, to the
readers of EVERYDAY PSYCHOLOGY AND IN-
SPIRATION. Dr. Robinson believes that "all in-
spiration comes from the great realm of the spirit
of God."

LOOKING back over the past five years as I sit here in
my study this morning, I recall the consternation
aroused in this little city of Moscow, Idaho, when the first
advertisement announcing Psychiana appeared in a national
magazine just a little over five years ago. 1 remember
how little groups met on street corners in this Godly little
city and held indignation meetings and made all sorts of
predictions about this Movement and its founder. The most
optimistic of all the local wiseacres stated that six months
would be the limit of the life of Psychiana.

Little did they dream and little did I dream how rnpldly
the teaching would encircle the globe.

I knew my philosophy of God was true and I was pretty
well convinced that the world needed it, so I dreamed a
dream, never bothering too much about how the fullfill-
ment of the dream would come, being satisfied to give my
teaching to the world as intelligently as I knew how to,
leaving the results in the hands of the great Creator of this
Universe, whose truth must eventually cover the earth as
the water covers the sea.

It was a hard fight, for at first I worked all day in the
little drug store here in Moscow and looked after the mail-
ing at night. After a couple of months of this, the volume
of mail became heavy enough to justify the engagement of
one girl working four hours a day. I rented one little
office about nine feet square and built the tables and furni-
ture myself, with the aid of a few friends. Inside of sixty
days, however, it became necessary to rent two more offices,
and inside of six months, we had to move out into a very
much larger building. I signed a lease on this building for
five years, but inside of six months, I was compelled to
move once more.

The success of the Movement was assured right from
the very start, so I purchased a quarter of a block of prop-
erty in the heart of Moscow and moved once more into the
two-story building upon this property. We were there less
than a year, however, when it became necessary to build
our present structure, and although we only moved into
this structure last March, bids have already been called
for a very much larger building and construction will be
started upon this as soon as possible.

Qur foreign business has grown to such an extent that it
has become necessary to install a foreign department and
what the end of this Movement will be, I am not prepared
to say. I expect it to be one of the greatest religious
Movement for God this world has ever seen and if it grows

Everyday Psychology
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as rapidly the next five years as it has grown the last five,
that vision of mine will be an accomplished fact.

This Movement alone keeps Moscow a first-class post
office for we spent last year $26,000.00 in postage. My
last order for envelopes was four and one-half million, and
we buy tons of paper every month. In addition to this, we
own a large printing establishment which takes care of our
printing matter and which prints the largest circulating
newspaper in Latah County, which paper we own.

In Psychiana headquarters, we have two very fast multi-
graphing machines in addition to the six presses at the
News-Review office. I imagine we turn out in the neighbor-
hood of 80,000 printed pieces of paper here every day.

Within one year from the date of the release of this
teaching, it had gone into sixty-seven different countries
and now our advertisements are appearing in every country
in the world where the English language is read and
spoken.

NE of the most amazing things about this Movement

is the response on the part of the public wherever

I am scheduled to deliver a public address. In Los Angeles
less than one month ago, in the huge Trinity Auditorium,
thousands of people were turned away one hour before the
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Dr. Frank B. Robinson of Mos-

cow, ldaho, teaches his philoso-
phy of living to hundreds of
thousands of students in sixty-

seven countries

EN years ago Frank B. Robinson was a drug

clerk in a small-town drug store. Today he is

the honored teacher of thousands of followers
of Psychiana all over the world, he is a leading citi-
zen in that same small town of Moscow, Idaho, the
director of a vast enterprise which includes a fine
office building, three drug stores and a daily news-
paper, the NVews-Review, as well as a complete print-
ing plant and all the apparatus necessary for the
operation of a large mail-order organization.

This amazing story of achievement began in the
faith and energy of one man—faith in himself, faith
in his new, revolutionary conception of religion and
its power to help every human being to a fuller,
happier life. The conviction that he was RIGHT,
and that he had a message for the world kept the
underpaid drug clerk struggling. After he had
worked out his ideas in the spare time from his job,
Robinson knew that he would need help in setting
out his conceptions before his fellow men. Boldly,
confident of the future, he started out one winter
night to interview a number of friends; he returned
that same night with several hundred dollars of
borrowed money in his pocket, the expression of
that same faith in himself which he had been able
to imbue in others.” With that money he inserted his
first advertisement in a magazine, and from that
beginning he went on to bring his philosophy,
Psychiana, to the people of sixty-seven countries of
the world within a year!

That first advertisement brought forth close to
three thousand replies. One of these was from a
British nman lived in Alexandria,
Egypt. The night that Doctor Robinson received
this man’s letter he had a strange dream. As a resnlt
of this dream he wrote to the man in Egypt, telling
him with supreme self-confidence that they were to

business who

by ALVA AMES

be associated in the task of propagating Psychiana
throughout the world. With simple directness, he
asked this business man whom he had never seen to
forward forty thousand dollars to finance the work.
Two weeks later a bank in Spokane, Washington,
informed Doctor Robinson that twenty thousand
dollars had been deposited to his account, and that
twenty thousand more had been promised for the
following week!

As Doctor Robinson himself frankly remarks,
such a story “makes me sound nuts.” Yet it is true,
and the organization which was built on this rock
of determination and purposefulness now includes
hundreds of thousands of “students” throughout the
world, who are learning to live according to the
philosophy which Doctor Robinson presents to them
in a steady, ever-growing flood of literature, per-
sonal letters in response to questions and carefully
mapped-out “courses”. These students are now
forming themselves into study groups, which will
meet in every part of the globe to read the Doctor’s
books and discuss his principles.

As a little boy in England Frank Robinson won-
dered about God, listening to the sermons of his
stern father, who was a Baptist minister. When he
was fourteen, the boy ran away from home, to seek
the answer to his problem wherever it might be.
His twenty-first birthday found him a registered
pharmacist in the town of Belleville, Ontario, in
Canada. Still seeking the truth, young Robinson
gave much of his time and energy to the local Salva-
tion Army unit. In Belleville and in the metropolis
of Toronto, he sought among many different re-
ligious groups for the answer. After a time this
single-minded, hardworking young man came to the
attention of Dr, Elmore Harris, who was the presi-
dent of McMaster University at Hamilton, Ontario.
With this man’s help, Robinson went through the
university and its Bible Training School.




Ordained a Baptist minister in
Toronto, Robinson never preach-
ed, but continued to study psy-
chology, becoming a great follow-
er of the famous William James,
of Harvard. From this he was led
to the study of metaph
from 1915 to 1918 he studied with
the College of Divine Metaphysics
at Indianapolis. From this insti-
tution he received the degree of

Doctor of Divinity, soon followed

by Doctor of Psychology.

. Doctor Robinson came to Mos-
cow, Idaho, in 1928, He began
writing out his newly-formulated
ideas and working at mailing
them out, answering letters and
telephone calls from a tiny office.
Soon it became necessary to de-
vote more time and to get larger
quarters for the mailing and writ-
ine tasks. And not much later
Doctor Robinson had to leave his
place in the drugstore.

Today P sana empl \
persons, who are kept busy furn-
ishing the world with the details
of the Doctor’s ill‘illl sophy. It
located in a beautiful ten thou-

sand dollar building, with another
forty thousand dollar one in proc-
of construction. Moscow, seal
» of Idaho, was
post office when
inson settled there. It
first class, P Y-
na having sent out more and
more £14.852.63 worth last
vear. On a typical day recently
Doctor Robinson dictated into &
battery of dictaphones
in reply to personal inquiries.
i Th"sl:iﬂ}éu!l, who now lives
autiful home containing an
yipe Wurlitzer organ, upon
which he frequently plays his fa-
vorite’ Brahms, has made his life
into a story of work and achieve-
ment by helping others to find a
wav to a better life. In a r
visit to the White Hot
President of the United States re-
marked to this former drugstore
clerk, “Poc, you and I are trying
to do the same thing : make people
think.” It is by making others
think that the influential men of
this age have made their own
thoughts really effective.
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He asked stranger for
PRI S 000—and got it!

£3 000" vO W s ut the fact remains that thousands
hail him; thousands even say that he
them cure anything from love
to a ruptured apy fix
is a letter I took at random from
B. Robinson's files
\" Sibley, Twenty-Nine Palms, Cal.;
pronght in ne ditficult to believe? I did. Y Some time ago I wrote you for help for
chem riches,  Even ' Doc " Robinson admits that the my wife whom the doctors had given two
P happiness, story " makes me sound nuts,” but it's  weeks to live. I brought her out to die or
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pletely changed pointed to ] rim and said * He's crazy ! getting well . . .7
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“n Robinson sits at this organ in the evening Although he procured for himsell the
and plays, usually Brahms, he muses over luxuries of life he long lacked, Robinson
his success. poured the profits back into the business to

; prornulmte his teachings.
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The Tide Turned To-day Robinson's 600000 students in
joined the Presbyterians; he sixty-seven countries claim that he has
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sxactly how God came to R i as Robinson instructed, told
n't s But it was s and time again, ** I believe in
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started furwua!y writing. For days, enough. Perhaps I am too satisfied with
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Of this he took £80,
bought ‘advertising space
in a psychology maga-
zine, ad sed his be-
liefs. His ad. brought in
three il -n-:a'm(] replies |
The tide ned.
ne from a
ter in

went to Wa

nt Koosevelt.

“He‘s Crazy”
\T] day the drug-
store clerk, tow hom

othing was now an ims«
calmly wrote
"y
nman ;" You
sociated with

That very
dreamed
n man
L"rkh- g




Psychiana Seer

DR. FRANK B. ROBINSON
Could “correct’” Hitler.

Creator of Faith
Says ‘It's McCoy’

the businessman
1k B. Robinson,
mail-order religion,
3 1gton
yesterday, re the May-
flower, v
Th

nnouncing
on and | lked to

8.000

stude 1 We
added last night 1en you
print a story about me. this place
will be besieged. Bul I'll be out of
Lown Y en,

Robinson talks like that all the
time, but he doesn’t s
ceited. He
ting it to you

1

December 11, 1939
regon Daily Journal

NEW YORK—Dr. Frank B. Rebinson, head
of 'Psychiana’, asks his followers to 'throw
power of spirit of God' against Russians.




RELIGION

[ail-Order Faith,

Psychiana,

Gives Moscow, Idaho, a Boom

There are only 4,500 pu'uph- in Moscow,
Idaho, but it has one of the busiest post
offices in the state. Into its mail chutes
last week poured a torrent of outward-
bound letters, addressed to no less than
700,000 persons in 67 countries. All carried
an identical message: “Visualize the picture
of Adolf Hitler and repeat earnestly and
forcefully, “The spirit of God will bring
your downfall’.” All bore the signature of

NMovember

Dr. Frank B. Robinson, creator of a mail-
order re n called Psychiana.

Frank Robinson—Dbig, bustling, and
flashily dressed—is a 54-year-old I'u"linh-
man who came to America in his ’teens,
studied briefly for the Baptist ministry,
and finally decided the Christian gospel
was “neither original nor true.” He took to
the road, drug-clerking his way to Los
Angeles, Portland, Ore., Yakima, Wash.,
and Moscow.

One night eleven years ago, in his
furnished room above a Moscow drugstore,
Robinson’s fertile brain gave birth to the
idea that developed into Psychiana, He told
himself that all creeds, dogmas, and organ-
ized religions + needless, that heaven
could be reached here and now, that men
could work miracles if t‘rlll_\' l]ll.'_\' listened
for orders from God and ran their lives
accordingly, and that he was the one to
.\'IIU\\' tllL'I['l hl._l\\ I_ll {ll) iT

It s the end of what Robinson now
calls “43 years of horrible, sickening, dis-
mal failure.” He Innlmu:! 21,500 and
hought space in a pulp ma advertis-
ing a series of lessons in Psychiana for
The first ad brought in $30,000. With
vear Robinson and his American wife,
\\'nrkill;.f nights in the furnished room, were
pounding out lessons for 12,000 students.
They built a plant to print their own
literature and branched out first with a
W t’{‘l\l\ then with The Moscow Daily

They built drugstores, a

\ headquarters, and an office
building. They gave Moscow a park and
offered a library to the neighboring Uni-
versity of Idaho.

Psychiana’s staff of headed by a
former Methodist college president named
G W, ’l‘\‘llﬂl'_\'. now turns out 1,600,000

r. Frank Robinson, dispenser of mail-order religion

pieces of mail a year. It advertises through
eighteen radio stations, 400 newspapers,
and 50 ma s. Recently Robinson and
Tenney took their first step on the road to
organizing a church: they offered a doctor

degree” in exchange for two
3 , two book reviews, a thesis,
and blal}.

The advertising harps on one prime
theme. Robinson describes his  happy
family (wife, son, and daughter), his ex-
pensive car, his well-tailored clothes, his
mansion full of rich furniture and thick

carpets, and the 800- ;';ipt- organ he p]-‘n"a to
rmortl background music for his broad-

in effect: “See what Ps

ana has done for me!” And he claims

worked for others: he has 150,000 letters
from satisfied students, crediting Psychiana
with eures for heart disease, asthma, paraly-
sis, ruptured appendixes, dipsomania, tum-
ors, sadness, unemployment, and poverty.

But despite his personal opulence, Robin-
son declares he gets only a salary and that
Psychiana operates at a loss (about £12,000
this year) . Last week he was plugging hard
at two new fund-raising drives: (1) for a
new teachers’ college, a research institute,
a new headquarters building, and more
publicity; (2) for $100,000 to finance a
projected series of mass meetings, begin-
ning in Portland, Seattle, and San Fran-
cisco, to hurl the “power of God” against
Hitler, the “war-mad dictator.” In a full-
page ad in The Portland Oregonian, he
suggested that some “lady or gentleman”
might like to endow the anti-Hitler drive.
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CAPITAL CHAT

Man Who Talked With God

“I Ta ! With God”
Yes, T Did— ually and Literally)
ROBABLY no
PATHEFINDER

advertisement in
intrigues us as
much as the one beginning with these
startlingly unequivocal lines. Who is
this man, Dr. Frank B. Robinson, who
talks with God? How does he do 1[’
Last week, we found out,
we think we found out. In \\m.lnn"
ton to see about getting some Federal
money to help build a hospital in Mos-
cow, ldaho—his headquarters—Doc
Robinson dropped in to chat with us.
He's big, bespectacled man, with
close-cropped grey hair, blue eyes, and
a bludl, hearty manner, v people
call me a damned roughneck,” he told
us confident r
Dr. Robins

and we could,
right off, However,
work is required
peating this a

“T1 believe in the
God.” When N :

falk with God
he mlnimui us

pow of the

ynvinced of that,
vou lake affirmation: *“I
am finding the :r of the living
God.” You keep this up until \lliML‘lll\
“the realm of the living God is v
real to vou"” and you find yourself
talking to God.

After vou get God’s ear, so to speak,
He will give you good advice on how
to solve your problems. The result is
vour “‘m al benefits” mount and
vou find “sweet peace.” At any rate,
that’s what happened to him, said the
Daoe. Ten vears ago, when he launc
“Pgychia (the name of his re
ion), he a poor drug clerk

he ewns the largest
newspaper in North Idat the Rob-
inson Professional Bailding, the
clusive Prescription Pharm

his wife and two children. As
iana’s” president, he gels
month.
rted “Psychiana” in
as a corporation, Doc Rob-
inson said, his followers have in-
creased by leaps and bounds and now
number 750,000 in the United States
and 67 other countrie ’sychiana”™
literature (including a weekly
quarterly and “ 1s” for stude
which are sold at $20 a series)
printed in 17 languages.

To handle this literature, the Doc
has a staff of 40 men and women, In
October, they mailed out 1,200,000 dif-
ferent pieces, The staff members also
keep a file r:l festimonials from people
who say they have talked to God; they
now have so many — 150,000 — that
they're throwing the new ones away.

Doc Robinson fold us he’s 56 years
old and that he was born in Henley-
in-Arden, Eri nd —same place as
Shakespea His father is a Baptist
preacher there yet. The Doc himself

binson Explained How It's Done

Theologi-
Can., but
faith.
said

Baptist
Toronto,
the Baptlist

their stufl,” he

ated fro

preached
bhelieve

never
“Didn’t
jovially.

When he talked to us, Dr., Robinson,
who is, incidentally, a staunch Repub-
lican, was mildly incens over
charges that he made himself rich by
selling “Psychiana” lesson “Matter
of fact,” he said before he left us,

“Psychiana’ is £110,000 in debt to me.”
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aAppeare Angeles
Election Day, when the
of the town were their most

on

queeries

suscepiible mood, I ail P
ment of 1,200 wor by Dr. Frank
B. Robinson of Moscow, Idaho, who

talk
willing

that he has

for a

claimed
God and,

reveal the secret of a new religion
which he calis Psychi Some
papers In some ci I reject

L&

such copy, but
notice of B New
less éthical than & routine bargain
in boss-fix powders, angel down or
yogi'e bath water. The faithful
hunger and clamor for ham and
eggs but never stint their holy men,

In @leveland, where I saw him
lately, the Great I Am, also of Los
Angeles, had four new, expensive|
carg for himsell and staff, time on|
the alr and an archiepiscopal suite
at the best hotel in town. The|
Great I Am was just out calling on
the trade, for Los Angeles is his
seat and the California mountains
are the scene of his occasional
conferences with the sacred Three
Times Three, the great ascended
spirits and a milit gaseous God-

force identifled as K
. - .

ARLIOT no

As 1 recall hiz route the Great 1

Am, known in private life as G. W
Ballard, would s be on the road
so I didn't both to call but i

mention him te Mr. Buron Fitts,

New Religion
Makes Debut

In Los Angeles

By Westbrook Pegler

and was
this well-in-
whoszse
e best

the distriet attorney,
sed

formed

to learn that
local official,
1 combines

detec
ele-

B

Am?" Mr. Fitts

The opinions expressed by
columnists and contributors
whose writings appear in The
Post-intelligencer are the opin-
iong of the writers and not
necessarily those of The Post.
Intelligencer.

said. “Is he new in the racket?
Make a note of him, Klein. He
may he someone we would like to
know."

“But surely you know the
Great | Am!" | wheedled. ''He
has access to & lake of gold on
Mount Shasta, and this friend of
his, the sacred Three Times
Three, recently destroyed a num-
ber of hostile submarines, hither
bound, with a sword of purple

cammentary on religious freedom,
but that's the way It goez, never-
theless, | ttempted no compari-
son between the Gre I Am I
ind Psyel beyor 3 obs -
tion d never

ders them

C u 'ys, whe Dr.
Robinson of Moscow, | fol-
lows convention and gets excellent

results, too

Am religion ean
1visible, a knack
and varsity backs,
and there is to be no limit to
the material giftz which they com-
mand, Including money. However,
| Mr. Ballard was not invisible in
| Cleveland, unless it be that I have
|second sight, for I.vow I saw the
prophet plaipnly. Dr. Robinson gets
| hig without recourse to gorcery and
|i8 proud, not Lo say a shade vulgar,
on the subject of his cash receipts.
| A box car slray his writing says
|he wae, a beggar, and, if I ay
|suggest  word, & bum, who worked
only when forced to and that sel-
dom, until one day he struck up a

Masters of
make themege
Lo tempt bur

the |

il

conversation with God.
owng the largest office buil
Moscow, 14 ] i b

flame.”
“} never heard of the guy,” Mr.
Fitts said. “He isn't a big shot.”

aho

“He can’t be a big shot,” Mr. |home
Klein nodded.

Mr. Fitts and Mr. Klein are blase wife drives a
at God men. Occasionally they is mon & Ford V-8
have to bust up = the | little isn't old enough

1
sake of the lambs, wh is a fine ! her own, but just vou wait

Today

10 dariv:

Dr. Frank B. Robinson of Moscow, Idaho, has been
f11 our midst briefly and has endeavored to set your
icorrespondent right on some matters pertaining to
the God business which is enjoy-
ing & boom at the present writ=
ing. Dr. Robinson, who answers
to the name of Doe, 15 the man
who advertises thal he was a box-
car bum but ftalked with God
and speedily acquired a magnifi-
cent home with a pipe organ, a
Cadillac limousine for himself,
other cars, diminuendo, for his
wife and son, “a lot of life insur-
ance” and a bank account suffi-
cient to withstand the tap of a
check iIn five figures. He charges
for & correspondence course in his
copyrighted religious philosophy, called Psychiana,
and sicks a collection agency on deadbeats, back-
sliders and flunks who try to gyp him of his pay-
ments. -Buf he asserts, n thstanding his rise to
wealth and this {irm insistence on his ownings, that
he does not desire to make money out of Psychiana.
His attempt to set your correspondent right thus
leaves your correspondent’s worse con-
founded, but perhaps you can fi ou

The Doc, who has been advertising in a New York
paper of late, sald he was doing a lot of business
here and expressed disbelief in several current coms=
petitors in the God business, particularly G. W. Bal-
lard of Los Angeles, known as the Great I Am. Mr.
Ballard’s widely scattered believers labor under an
jmpression—which may be correct, for all your cor-
responident knows to the contrary—that he is the
reincarnation of George Washington, that his wife is
the reincarnation of Joan of Arc and thal a gaseous
God-force known as K-17 recently destroyed a fleet
of hostile submarines somewhere off the American
shores with a sword of Purple Flame. They also ghun
onions and garlic as being offensive to the Ascender
Masters. The least implausible of all their tenets,
some of which are ratheyr trying, they abhor the color
red -for the evil vibrations which it projects into the
world but nevertheless vow allegiance to the Ameri-
can flag and wear the same, red stripes and all, on
their lapels,

$20 per head

=1

Doc Robinson says he doesn't believe a word of
Mr. Ballard’s revelations, insisting that they are
egainst reason, and adds that, anyway, he can't m:zi-:_e
head nor tail of the I Am religion. He refers to vari-
ous of these new philosophies and faiths, inciuding

Farr nough N

-to turn the flank or penetrate the center of your

19398y Westbrook Pegler

his - own, .as "Stuff” That is to say, he speaks of
“My Stuff” and Ballard's “Stuff,” Father Divine's

“Stuff” and Dr. Edwin John Dingle’s “Stuff,” this
latter being something called Mental Physics, Ine., of
Los Angeles, Cal, of course. His skepticlsm toward
the others and his scoffing certainty that they are
fallacious reminded your correspondent of Old Doo
Townsend’s recent contemptuous verdiet, delivered at
the height of the Ham-and-Eggs campaign in Los
Angeles, that the thirty-Thursday proposition was
economically unsound,

In speaking of his stuff, Doc Robinson's tone 1is
one of proprietary pride and jealousy, like that of a
radio comic with a prosperous -fire specialty who
is wary of pirates and poachers. He says Ballard
caitied on him when he, Ballard, “was just starting
out.”

“I told him I didn't mind," the Doc says, “just
he qgc-szz': infringe my copyright. I just warned
m to keep off my stuff.,”

&0
hir

Nevertheless, the Doc insists that Ballard's stuft
in parts is very similar to his stuff, even though he
can't make head nor tail of Ballard's stuff. “I am not
interested In saving souls,” says he, “that is orthodox.
‘I_ want to raise the mental and spiritual sights of
the people. And if I didn't copyright my stuff I would
have every faker in the country using it. It would
be poor business, in the first place, if I didn't copy-
right it, because I have got a religious philosophy
that is a stem-winder. There is no legal way to stop
a faker. With a guy like that all you can do is just
let them alone and they'll blow up.”

From that you will understand just how the Doc
stands on religious fakers,

Regarding the uncommerecial spirit in ‘which he
proceeds to raise the mental and spivitual sights of
his fellow men and the resort to force, as it were,
to compel payment for his courses in this consoling
and enriching philosophy, Doc Robinson was unable

correspondent’s obtuseness. Altruist though he claims
to be, he nevertheless does not release his secret of
happiness and material wealth freely to human kind,
buf restricts it fo those who can undertake to pay
$20. He frankly states In his advertising copy that
he requires enough money above expenses “lo grow.”
That is an exact way of putting it, and, taken with
the Doc's rather ostentatious description of his own
wealthy condition, the mansion, the organ, the cars,
bank roll and all, it leaves your correspondent as
earnesily puzzied as before,
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The ADVERTISING SURVEY

By WARREN L. BASSETT ¢ 4itor 2 Publisher

Mail Order Religion

THERE IS SENSUOUSNESS and

poetry in the advertisements for
perfume, there is the tang of the out-
doors and the nostalgia for far places
in the automobile ads, there are tinted
phrases aplenty coming from the copy
writers' pens . . . but you can have
them all.

Our choice of an ad which really
smacks you out of the workaday
world into a Land of Far Away is the
one appearing in numerous newspa-
pers about the country and headed
simply,

IFF YOU WERE A GOD

The copy goes on to say “if you had
all the power of a God at your dis-
posal, you would be a supremely
happy person, would you not? There
would be no ill-health, no poverty, no
material or spiritual lack in your life
then, would there? Well—the stag-
gering truth of the matter is that YOU
have now, at your disposal, ALL THE
POWER OF A GOD. Furthermore,
you can use this God-Power here and
now for the complete attainment of
whatever things are right and proper
for you to have.”

There it is in plain words.

The Nirvana we have all been seek-
ing lies within our own dusty hearts
and sooty brains.

The man who publishes these bold
words in paid newspaper space
throughout the country and in for-
eign lands is Frank B. Robinson of
Moscow, Idaho, a city where some
6,400 souls live and have their being
within the city limits, The principal
industries as reported in Eprtor &
Pusrisuer's Marker Gume for 1940,
(Advt.) are a sawmill, brick factory,
seed and commercial pea processing
plants, University of Idaho, meat
packing plant.

“Psychiana,” Mr, Robinson's reli-
gion, is not mentioned, but it is one
of the big industries of Moscow. Last
year Mr. Robinson advertised in more
than 400 newspapers including some
15 or 20 in foreign countries—Canada,
England, Australia, South Africa—
and since he began selling his mail
order religion 12 vears ago more than
700,000 students have taken the
course. It gives one pause to think
that striding about the world are
1700,000 persons who have ALL THE
IPOWER OF A GOD. It gives one
bdouble pause!
| In New York Mr. Robinson's ad-
B vertisements, like the one shown here,
are appearing in the Daily News and
fthe Journal-American. Placed at the
national rate, the B84-line copy is
printed twice a week in the News,
once on Sunday and once during the
week. The contract was signed last
July, before the News' rate increase
of last November, at a rate of $2 a
line on Sunday and $1.75 a line week-
days. This totals, for the two inser-
tions, $315 a week, Adding in the
sums paid all the other newspapers
used during the year, it is clear that
Mr. Robinson spends a sizeable
amount to sell his religion.

To get the straightaway story of the
man who has made a tremendous suc-
cess of selling a religion by mail we
wired to Moscow, and the facts follow,
as told by a local newspaperman:

One of the newest and most suc-

cessful religious movements of the

Febe

century—Psychiana—credits its suc-
cess in no small part to advertising,
especially in American newspapers
with a circulation of over 7,000,000.
Founded by Dr. Frank B. Robinson,
son of a Baptist minister in England,
Psychiana teaches “the present exis-

thinking on the need for a ‘“revital-
ized religion” and he began working
out a doctrine “to teach the individual
how to draw upon the invisible spirit
of God” which he is convinced is

| o, | 94 Qembodied in everyone.

But Robinson wasn't yet ready to
spread his belief after leaving Bible
school. He drifted to the State of
Oregon, where he met and married
the youngest daughter of Circuit
Judge A. L. Leavitt. Until 1928, Rob-
inson managed and worked in drug
stores scattered from Los Angeles,

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT

IF YOU WERE A GOD

or if you had all the power of a God at your disposal, you would be a

supremely happy person,
no poverty,

would you not? There would be no ill-health,
no material or spiritual lack in your life then, would there?

Well—the staggering truth of the matter is that YOU have now, at

your

disposal, ALL THE POWER OF A GOD. Furthermore,.you cau

use this God-Power here and now for the complete attainment of what-

ever things are right and proper for you to have.
We are a large internationally known Movement,

Do you believe this?
and we would not

make this statement to you if we did not know it to be true. Will you

let us show you?

Then write a letter or a postecard to Dr. Frank B.

Robinson, Dept. 149, Moscow, Idaho, and we will send you, without cost,
one of the most fascinating stories of unusual phenomena which are
daily happening in lives just like yours, the world over. It is really
astounding what is being done through this invisible Power. All we
want is that you know and use this invisible God-Force for the accumu-
lation of the things you really need. The sooner you write the sooner
will this amazing story be sent you. And it might easily turn your
life into a life of brilliant achievement and power. It has done it for
tens of thousands. It can do it for you. For it is not a human power.

It's a God-Power.

We suggest that you write now, though, as we

often are not able to keep up with the demands for this information.

Coovright 1940, Frank B. Robinson.

tence of all the power of the invisible
spirit of God at the disposal of each
one of us, without the intervention
of any crucified God of any kind.”

In a one-story brick building in the
little wuniversity town of Moscow,
Idaho, Robinson personally directs
and supervises what various persons
have described as a “mail-order re-
ligion.” Robinson, a close friend of
the late Senator William E. Borah,
advertises in numerous periodicals
that “I Talked With God." He sells
his course in religion by mail, but
points out that Psychiana is a non-
profit organization.

Since Psychiana was founded nearly
12 years ago, more than 700,000 stu-
dents have taken the course. With a
post-office bill of $16,000 in 1938, Psy-
chiana claims the largest mailing in
the state. Robinson says he has fol-
lowers in more than 12,000 American
cities.

The story of Psychiana is the story
of Robinson, and both are unique.

Born 54 years ago at Henley-in-
Arden, in Warwickshire, England,
Robinson came to the United States
40 years ago. He landed in New
York, but later was apprenticed in
the drug business at Belleville, Ont.
In 1904, Robinson moved to Toronto,
where he studied for the Baptist
ministry, but after leaving the To-
ronto school “I could not agree with
the fundamental teachings, and be-
gan an independent investigation of
theology covering 20 years.”

Robinson says he “finally became
convinced that the entire Christian
story is neither original or true, and
may be found almost verbatim in the
religions of India. I ran down a score
of crucified gods prior to the time of
Jesus Christ.”

His investigations started Robinson

California, to Yakima, Washington.

In that year he stepped off a train
in Moscow, Idaho, with $15 in his
pocket and a drug clerk’s job. It
was the turning point of his career.

Determined to do something about
his beliefs, Robinson borrowed an
old typewriter from a dentist and in
his spare time wrote Psychiana in les-
son form. A local grocer loaned him
$500 on the strength of his enthusiasm,
Of the $500, four hundred were spent
for advertising in an Eastern news-
paper.

Within a year, Robinson's startling
theology was going into 67 different
countries with 12277 students par-
ticipating.

Psychiana flourished until the mid-
dle of the depression, when it barely
held its own. Today, Robinson says
Psychiana “is a losing proposition
financially, and if it were not for the
donations of friends, it would not
operate. In 1939, it lost an average
of $1,000. The gross income for the
first eight months of 1939 totalled $46.-
331, Total expenses were $54,556."

Weighing more than 200 pounds and
standing well over six feet, Frank B.
Robinson is a dynamo in action. He
personally writes his own promotion
and advertising, reams of letters to
his students; visits his students per-
sonally, and lectures in several cities.

Besides Psychiana, Robinson oper-
ates a professional office building, an
exclusive pharmacy, and is a large
share-holder in the Daily Idahonian.

“Next to Psychiana,” Robinson has
often said, “I like the newspaper
business. If there were not a
Psychiana, that's where I'd be work-
mg."

He lauds newspaper advertising. A
little more than a year ago, Robin-
son was using radio stations to reach

the public. Today he is advertising
exclusively in newspapers and maga-
zines.

“In a newspaper,” he says, “you
reach all the people all the time. Not
only that, but the newspaper is a last-
ing medium, and your advertisement
may continue to bear fruit long after
its date of issue. As long as Bill
Marineau (manager of the Daily
Idahonian) can continue to show a
lasting effect upon the readers of our
local paper, that long will I continue
to use newspapers as an advertising
medium. The printed word is still
supreme.”

Robinson said that in its early
years, Psychiana advertising was re-
fused by several newspapers. “But
Psychiana today is a legitimate reli-
gious movement,” he added, “and a
refusal to carry Psychiana space on
the part of a paper is a rare thing.”

Although Robinson is the main-
spring of Psychiana, his right hand
man is Dr, C. W. Tenney, 66, an or-
dained Methodist minister who was
president of Gooding College, Good-
ing, Idaho, for 16 years, and for 14
vears was president of the Montana
Wesleyan College at Helena. Tenney,
whose official title as assistant direc-
tor of the movement, takes care of
student correspondence.

Robinson is full of surprises, and
Moscow residents (most of them call
him “Doc”) are kept guessing by what
he’ll do next. A few years ago the
Soil Conservation Service offered to
create an artificial lake near Moscow
if residents would buy the property
and deed it to the county, state or
federal government. The Chamber
of Commerce decided to send solici-
tors out to raise the money,

“How much money do you need?”
Robinson asked when they got around
to him.

The answer was $1,500, and Robin-
son sat down and wrote out a check
for that amount. “Here," he said,
“go build the lake—a lot of kids
will have fun out there.” In appre-
ciation, the county named the lake
and resulting park, only four miles
from Moscow, “Robinson Park.”

Dr. Robinson maintains a branch
office at The Hague, Holland, where
the religion is translated into foreign
languages and distributed. Psychiana
offers two major courses, one for 12
months at $20 and a free course of in-
definite duration paid for by contri-
butions. He also offers a two-year
divinity course for $150 which leads
to the degree of Doctor of Divinity.

Well, that's the story and some-
times we wish we had taken the
course. But perhaps it is just as well.
Maybe it wouldn’t do the country any
good if we unlocked all latent power
within us.
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Mail-Order Miracles

By Sidney M. Katz

AN Can Now TarLk

Wit Gop.”

This startling pro-
nouncement heads an advertis
ment which for the past twe
years has been appearing in hun-
dreds of newspapers and maga-
zines,

The advertiser is the Psychiana
Movement which invites the sick,
the poor and the discontent to
enrol as students and learn how to
talk with God. Once having ac-
quired this skill, the students can
draw on this power—"God-force”
it is called—to solve every one of
their physical or psychological ills,
be it bleeding piles, tuberculosis,
poverty or lovesickness,

An extravagant clai
Perhaps; but already P
boasts of close to a million enthu-

tic students who live in prac-
tically every country the world
over. They write letters by the
thousands, testifying that the “God-
force” can be used with sure-fire
and amazing results. The little
village of Moscow, Idaho, where
Psychiana headquarters are lo-
cated, has become the State’s busi-
est post office. Psychiana, in turn,
has become one of Moscow’s lead-

ing industries, employing some
sixty people to ship out as much as
$500,000 worth of Psychiana let-
ters, books and lessons per year.

The founder and director of the
movement is 54-year-old Doctor
Frank Bruce Robinson. The son
of an Englishman, Frank ran away
from his home in New York at
the age of 14, and apprenticed
himself to a pharmacist in Belle-
ville, Ontario. In his spare time he
beat the drum for the Salvation
Army, and his zeal attracted such
wide attention that he was helped
through McMaster University in
Hamilton, and later through its
Bible Training School. After be-
ing ordained as a Baptist clergy-
man, he attended the College of

ne Metaphysics in Indianapo-
lis, where he received his D.D. and
a doctorate in psychology.

But Robinson lost faith in the
religion of his childhood. “My
father, who was a Baptist minister,”
Robinson reminisces, “pumped
hell-fire and damnation into me
until T was sick. I just vomited it
up.” Instead of preaching, the
young graduate became a drug-
ierk. He was a good one, too,

able of selling five gallons of
mineral oil to a customer who
came in for a pint! Occasionally
he would teach Sunday school and
help out at an evangelistic meet-
ing.

Robinson tried desperately to
“find God.” He went from Church
to Church, consulted minister

after minister, and was baptized
five times. Often, he would go off
by himself and pray all night by
the side of a lonely mountain or
near the s To use his own
words, he was determin

God or die in the attempt.”

Finally, at the age of 43, after
years of experimental effort, he
made a “staggering discovery.”
Heaven, he found, was attainable
here on earth. God existed here
and now as “the most dynamic
power the world has ever known”;
that men and women, after de-
voting sufficient time and concen-
tration to the matter, can talk di-
rectly to God and use this power
—“God-force™— to solve their
every problem,

Robinson was inflamed by the
idea. Now that people did not
have to wait until death to “con-
tact” God, surely they would flock
to Moscow, Idaho, to find out his
method, acquired after nearly
forty years of prayer and contem-
plation. Psychiana, moreover,
could be used to overcome all the
difficulties that the normal per-
son meets in the course of a life-
time. More than that: when this
Power — the ability to “contact
God and use God-force—would
be universally known, recognized
and used, it would positively ban-
ish war injustice, crime
hatred, and all the other evil
which beset a civilization. Dr.
Robinson dedicated himself to
the task of propagating the new
belief; Psychiana must be made
known far and wide.

SO

The manner in which the move-
ment received its initial financial
backing is so fantastic that even
Dr. Robinson says that the re-
telling of it “makes him sound
nuts.”

Robinson borrowed $500 from
a friend, and spent most of it on
space in a psychology magazine,
setting forth his Psychiana ideas.
Over 2,000 replies poured in. One
of these was from an Egyptian
cotton broker, Geoffrey Birley,
who enclosed a picture of himself,
and appeared to be exceptionally
interested in the new religious
movement. Not long after, as Dr.
Robinson slept, he saw a vision:
Birley was making peculiar mo-
tions over a lifeless prostrate fig-
ure, and uttering these words over
and over again, “THis 1s Psycni-
ANA, THE POWER THAT WILL BRING
New Lire T0 A SpraiTuaLLy DEAD
Worrp.” Immediately he wrote
to the cotton broker, “You are to
be associated with me in this busi-
ness, Please send $40,000.” The
money came two weeks later!

With this start, “Doc” Robinson,
as he is called by his friends, em-
barked upon a program of ex-
randing his movement. Employing
the most modern media—radio,
newspapers and magazines — he
advertised for students. Thou-

ds responded. At first he
charged $20.00 for 20 lessons, but
later on payment was placed on
a volunteer basis. TFinancially,
Psychiana prospered, and the
movement came to own its own
building, three drug stores and a
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daily newspaper.
gross intake was
$400,000.

“The making of money does not
enter into the movement,” says Dr.
Robinson. “If we can meet our
bills on time we shall be happy.
Advertising costs us over $100,000

and on top of that we have
i aries, postage, etc.

or woman will endow us and we
won't have to ask our students for
support. The books of Psychiana
are always open to students. . . .”

What is the basis for Psychiana’s
phenomenal success? Why has it
been so enthusiastically acclaimed?

Psychiana preaches success; it
offers much more to its followers
here and now than any of the
other existent religions. It promises
concrete results, a reward here on
earth, while other forms of re-
ligion caution their faithful to pos-

their souls in patience and

it the hereafter. Psychiana
cannot fail the student in the solu-
tion of his or her difficulty, be-
cause God’s Power is being used.
“It couldn’t be any other way, for
the Power used is God.”

Lesson 1 explains to the student
that I about to begin a wonder-
ful adventurous journey into the
Realm of the Spirit of God. Up
until now you haven’t been ha
because you have not been g

the true picture of God.
In the lesson that follows, the

student is instructed that he must
study when alone, quiet and re-
laxed in the “solitude of your own

heart and mind.” If the student
is serious in his desire to talk with
God, advises Dr. Robinson, then
he must “play ball with me, and
I'll play it with you.”

Next, the lessons instruct the
neophytes that there is God-Power
and Intelligence everywhere; it is
silent and invisible like electricity.,
Numerous examples of this In-
telligence and Power are given
from Nature. When a man and
woman mate, 2 human baby is
produced, not a dog or a ca
bluebird eggs do not hatch scor-
pions, but bluebirds; hydrogen
and oxygen invariably combine to
produce water; pansy seeds when
planted grow pansies, not mari-
golds. There is the invisible, ef-
fective, intelligent Power always
at work! “That,” preaches Dr.
Robinson, ‘“is the Power I want
you to use.”

" Disclaiming any similarity be-
tween Psychiana and Coué's sys-
tem of auto-suggesti none the
less, students are asked to drill
themselves with the sentence, “I
BeLIEVE IN THE POWER OF THE
Livine Gop.” This utterance is
to run through their head always;
it is to be repeated quietly dur-
inge the day and, if possible, aloud
al night be bed. The
following excerpt, describing the
nocturnal exercise of the Psychiana
student, is not without interest:

“When you retire at night, re-
lax. If you don’t know how to
relax let me tell you. Get in a
comfortable position. Preferably
on your back. Then, don’t move.

S,

Just seem to be a dead weight on
the bed. Breathing all the while,
slowly, nois , deeply. If you
have trouble in relaxing, first raise
your left leg and let it drop as a
piece of lead on the bed. Do this
eral times, Then never move
it again. Do this then with your
right leg, Then with each arm.
As you progress in this relaxing
exercise, you will feel your feet
first go to sleep. Then you will feel
sleep creeping over the rest of your
body. Close your eyes, of course.
rectly in front of your closed
eves, there will in all probability
be an area which seems to be a
little brighter than the darkness.
This area will not be stationary.
It will sort of float around.

“Look RIGHT INTO THE MmDDLE
oF THIS BricuT Area. Continue
this until you feel you are about
to drop off tosleep . . . etc. .. .etc.”

Such is the path that the Psychi-
ana student must tread if he earn-
estly desires to talk with God and
acquire the panacaea of “God-
force” to help him meet his per-
sonal woes,

Dr. Robinson claims he has
concrete evidence that Psychiana
never fails, He describes one oc-
on in the fall of 1937. While
king in the Shrine Auditorium
at Portland, Oregon, a lady from
Tacoma sent him a message: “My

'w Cordwin Hull dying with
tubercular meningitis. Doctors say
he cannot live but a few hours.
Will you do what you can? Will
keep in touch with you.” Robin-
son read the message aloud and

Sl)i

said to the audience, “The God

we believe in has absolute power

to save this boy and, more than
that, will do just that very thing.”

The next morning news came of

the boy's recovery.

Telegrams are always pouring
into headquarters at Moscow,
Idaho, but despite the voluminous
demand for miracles, as far as Dr,
Robinson knows, there is not a
single case where the God Law has
not worked to the complete satis-
faction of the sender. Some typi-
cal messages in the founder’s mail
read as follows:

New York.—Husband Louis —,
very ill Bellevue Hospital. Please
do whatever possible.

FamrmonT, Va.—Please give treat-
ment infected nerve in leg. Pain
intense. Your student.

Cuicaco, Irr. — Dear
please take my casc
enough myself. Pneumonia.

SaLt Lake Crry — Treat Ollie
May Jarvie. Had gall bladder
removed. Sinking fast.

A imonial letter, which Dr.
Robinson had reprinted and sent
out to many of his students, read
as follows in part:

St. Louis, Mo.
July 28, 1936.

“Dear Dr. Robinson :

We always feel like shouting

from the hilltop to attract peo-

ple’s attention . . . to the most
marvellous teaching.

My husband had bleeding piles

for ten years and with the first

lesson his piles disappeared and

Doctor
Not strong




no more heavy heads which ac-
companied the pain of piles.
Before my husband wore glasses
for his work and also for read-
ing; now he does not wear his
glasses,
Tom was fixing the electric
socket . . . something went
wrong. He forgot to turn the
electric switch off . ., . when all
of a sudden fire sprung up
touching his hand and hair . . .
he was surpri o find the fire
was cold. . . .
But this only goes to show how
Psychiana protects one from
danger. . . .
Mrs. T. V.”

regard
Psychiana? Attacks have been
made on it because of the lack of
solemnity which characterizes the
movement, Dr. Robinson’s reply
is, “I do not believe that just be-
cause we know God we have to
wear a long face and never try to
be happy and successful here and
now.” Often he blasts away at the
Churches, claiming that despite
the fact that there are 11 major
systems of religion with 1,400,000,-
000 adherents, they have done
little to promote the welfare of
society or of the individual. He
believes that the Churches are out
to get him ; that they tried to have

How do the Churche

the Post Office declare his lessons
illegal; that they have been agi-
tating to remove his transcribed
radio program from the air. Never-
theless, occasionally he contributes
charity for religious purposes.
Once he donated an altar to the
local Episcopal Church.

Today Dr. Robinson sees in
Psychiana the promise of a brave
new world. Had Psychiana been
universally adopted ten years ago,
the world would not be in its pres-
ent sad plight. For dictators, the
source of evil, would have been
unable to delude men and women
in possession of “God Force.”

But it is not too late, according
to the prophetic words of the Mos-
cow zealot. “This world,” he pre-
dicts, “is about to go through a
metamorphosis . . . of such mag-
nitude . . . that a new system of
civilization will be in existence.
Emanating from this little City of
Moscow, Idaho, is going out a
stream of new Power, a stream of
new hope, a stream of new peace
such as this world has never
known before.”

Thus, only twelve years old,
Psychiana, the religion that teaches
man to talk with God, stands
ready to save civilization, and
points the way to the more abun-
dant life.




Robinson at

D. C. Church

home from

vered the morning sermon to

the congregatio
He w invited to appear
the Rev. Warren D. Bo nan, the
church’s minister, The auditorium,
Dr. Robinson has written, was
filled to capacity. While Nash-
ington he conferred with Idaho’s
onal delegation.
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| TALKED WITH GOD

The Amazing Story Of Dr. Frank B. Robinson

DRUG clerk in Moscow, ldaho, has organ-

ized the fastest growing religious group
the world—entirely by mail. They have no
churches, no services, and no rules to govern con-
duct—and still the movement grows faster than
longer established and revered religious denomina-
tions.

Dr. Frank B. Robinson, the founder and leader
of the movement, starting with an idea—and a
part-time job in a drugstore, has developed a fol-
lowing numbering close to a million people scal-
tered all over the world. The secret of his success
is & mixture of simplicity, hard work, and a talent
for advertising which approaches genius.

The idea, called “Phsychiana,” (incorporated as
such in the State of Idaho) is best explained in
the Doctor’s own words. He states in a hooklet
mailed to prospective students, “For 40 years I
was perhaps the world’s number one failure. Then
one day I talked with God. There came into my
life a spiritual Power so dynamic that all other
powers and forces faded into insignificance beside
it. You may have this Power if you want it. It
can do for you perhaps more than it did for me.”

About fourteen years ago, Dr. Robinson, after
rejecting all other concepts of God and religious
teaching, but still believing in the efficacy of prayer,
claimed that he talked directly with God, and that
thereafter, he had a Power that enabled him to at-
tain every happiness, every worldly benefit he de-

sired. . . . “A Spiritual Power which man can use
to bring him whatever material things that are
necessary.” Further, he feels that he can transmit
that Power to others through a course of lessons,
The

Doctor believes that there is a Law which he calls

through the mails without personal contact.

the God Law, that governs Man’s actions, just as
there is a law governing electricity. He believes
that the law has always existed, but man did not
know of it as he did not know of the one govern-
ing electricity, because it is invisible,

Agree with him or not, and he has been called a
racketeer, charlatan and worse—Frank B. Robin-
son is the head of a world-wide, enthusiastic and
rapidly growing sect, individual members of which,
take on the task of spreading his fame. The Doc-
tor deprecates this notoriety, saying: “. .. I am a
simple man . . . although publicity I have received
. . . focuses attention on the little city of Moscow
and me ., . I was as helpless to overcome my
troubles as you are until I found the existence of
the great God Law . . . since that day my entire
life has been devoted to passing these stupendous
Truths on to others . . . I take no credit for their
discovery.”

Dr. Robinson’s followers come from all walks of
life. Many are poor; some are rich; all are dissatis-
fied, and thousands write in to tell the Doctor
that he has shown them the Power to cope with
the problems of life. So many have written un-

solicited letters that the little town of Moscow,
Idaho, hus a first-class post office, and Frank Rob-
inson, besides receiving more correspondence Lhan
most execulives, is regarded by conservative bank-
ers as an Al risk. In fact, he has almost unlimited
credit.

Starting with a cubbyhole office, rented for $5.00
a month, and sustaining himself and his family by
his work at the drugstore, Robinson wrote his
course and borrowed $500 to advertise it. The
first bit of advertising copy, costing $400, brought
in response $23,000 worth of orders for the Psy-
chiana Teaching. Follow-up letters were then sent
out, with even greater response, and the movement
was successfully launched. The same letters are
still in use today, and still work.

Dr. Robinson is, of course, accused of running a
big business—and it is pretty big at that. But he
points out that “Psychiana” is a religious corpora-
tion, non-profit, that shows a deficit every year.
He says he expects some day to have wealthy
persons endow the movement so that the teachings
will be free. His personal holdings, he claims, are
due to his credit at banks. In spite of attacks, no
one has ever proved the movement other than it
appears to be.

The idea of a personal God is not a new one, but
Dr. Robinson’s method is new to the point of be-
ing revolutionary. He claims that if God can give
rewards in the hereafter, He can give them here.
Or if He cannot—there is no God. Scoffers in his
home town who ridiculed the venture as doomed
to failure, now point the Doctor out with con-
siderable civie pride whether they believe in his
teachings or not. Dr., Robinson says that his
teachings will convince any unbeliever.

AMONG OTHER TALENTS, DR. ROBINSON PLAYS THE ORGAN WITH PROFESSIONAL SKILL, NEVER HAD INSTRUCTION, SAYS IT'S “SPIRIT OF GOD."”
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VISITING CELEBRITIES make it a point to drop in on the religious leader, THE PROFESSIONAL BUILDING, Moscow’s largest and most modem office
either from interest in the work or just sheer curiosity. Thomas E. building, is owned by Dr. Robinson and is tenanted by doctors and law-
Dewey, New York District Attorney, chats with his host and a friend. yers. The Psychiana Building, also owned by the Doctor, is right next door.

~y

THE ROBINSON HOME in Moscow, Idaho, is one of the show places, but is DR. ROBINSON has two studies and keeps three secretaries busy all day.
actually not too large for a family of five. In the driveway stands a The machine by the wall is to test all radio recordings before they are
custom-made Duesenberg car, The Doctor says that they live simply. released. Robinson makes many radio broadcasts and personal appearances.

ALFRED BRUCE ROBINSON, 18-year-old son of the = MRS. ROBINSON, the daughter of an Oregon Circuit = FLORENCE ROBINSON, who resembles her father,
Doctor, is studying organ at Oberlin Conservatory,  Court judge has been married to the Doctor and  is nine years old and attends the local public
Ohio. In second year he is a brilliant student.  helping him for 28 years. Active in church work. school. The children are healthy and popular.




Man Who ‘Talked With God’
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Dr. Frank B. Robinson

Graduate of the Theological Seminary, Dr. Frank B. Rob-
inson of Mescow, Idaho, is Founder of the Psychiana which is
classed as a scientific philosophy of Almighty God.
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SUPER SALESMAN

pDear Editor:

In the December 23rd issue, an article
under the title “I talked with Geod,” by
pr. Frank B. Robinson, seems to me to
have been mistitled. It should have been

Cheerful Eyeful = titled “‘Super Salesman.”
Western Agency of Se: 2 - How anyone other than an idiet could
fing l"lltl‘l'll'l'l\-ij n'[.:\} ,"'t_ h“l_m‘--’ plac- pelleyé his statement that he “talked to
g current Psychiana advertising, God” is beyond me. Why God should.
10 ‘oof of the adver plek Dr. Robinson for this so-called talk,
ment reproduced here, advisi < #“fs another thing I don't understand. I
SN = ghould think God would have talked to

that “it is unusui
and is t‘iif ,“_m. Tl.l_"i'_ t"'” BT Pope Plus, who {a considered God's rep-
;_\tl : .._In.::}m and dramatic in the regéntative on earth by the Roman
xtireme, e copy having bee thollies. Yet, even the Pope has never
written and the design L'nnw-li L made such a rldiculous statement.
£ o L He owns a home in Moscow, Idaho, that
14 known as the showplace of Moscow, 2
custom-made Dusenberg car, So much
r estate that he turned over much of
to the State for a park to be named
after him, large modern office buildings,
and is visited by political celebrities (who
may have to call on the nearly million
followers of the docter for votes). And
this §s a nonprofit organization.
MRS. R. J. CARR

c 19
c 47

z

New York City.

Dr. Frank B. Robinson, head man of
| Psychiana, who alway writes his
own copy. Dr. dinson  is n:':r
stranger to the readers
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