


Sealed Verdict Returned,
About § Hours; Court
Room Crowded. When
Report Read.

Dr. Frank B. Robinson.

340

In a tense and crowded court
room a federal jury this morn-

gobrought in a “not guiity”
pverdict for Dr. Frank B. Rob-

inson, who had been cbarged
with falsifying information in
a passport applieation,

Tears came to the defend-
ant’s eyes as Court Clerk Wil-
liam McReynolds read the
words “not guilty” in the jury’s
verdict.

Sealed Verdict.

_The jury reached a verdict last
night at about 12:30, closing eight
hours of deliberations, in which at
least 12 ballots were taken. Every
exhibit in the case, including law
books, documents, life insurance
applications, and a photostatic copy
of a newspaper page were in the
Jury room as they deliberated. The
verdict was sealed and reported in
open court at 10:05 o’clock this
morning.

With the court room filled and
many standing outside the door the
verdict was opened by Judge C. C.
Cavanah and handed to the court

clerk who read it quickly.

The “not guilty” verdict climaxes
a four-day trial beginning last
Thursday morning, in which ap-
peared government witnesses from
England, ‘Washington, New York

aved Mavadn

In the original secret indictment
returned by the grand jury in Boise
last winter were three counts, based
on the 1934 passport application.
The goveranment was forced to drop
two of them at the beginning of
the action.

Remaining was the single charge
of falsifying information on a pass-
port application, on which the “pot
guilty” verdict was brought..Five
statements in the passport appli-’
cation were challenged by the gov~
ernment, and one of these was re-
moved from the jury’s considera-
Jtion by Judge C. C. Cavanah.

Many Witnesses Called.

Among the government’s wit-
nesses were Merlin Smith, Ame i-
can vice-consul at Newcastle-on-
Type; C. R. Bannerman, chief spe-
cial agent of the department of

jstate; H. J. Foley, chief clerk, de-

partment of records, New York
City.

The government brought Clif~
ford O. Barker, state department
clerk, from Washington to testify
that he had issued a passport to Dr.
Robinson; R. G. Warnot, Royal
Canadian Mounted Police; W. H.
Wrightmeyer, Belleville, Ont.; and
J. F. Templeton, Toronto, Ont., who

testified to knowing Dr. Robinson
when he was g\ Canada as a young
man. Harry Thatcher, county audi-
‘tor, was the first government wit-
ness.

The defense case brought to th
stand Dr. Robinson himself; Mrs.
Robinson; Mrs., Mabel Barnhisel, a
sister-in-law of the defendant
John Palmer, execilive secretar
of the Y. M. C. A, Portland, Ore.

Character witnesses appearing
for Dr. Robinson were General E.
R. Chrisman, professor emeritus of
military science and tactics, and re-
tired army officer; Latah County|
Sheriff Charles Summerfield; C. H.|
Friend, federal farm debt adjusterl
and former state senator; R. E.|
Nordby, county commissioner;|
Murray Estes, Latah county prose-/
cutor; Victor Ramstedt, merchant;
and Dr. C. W. Tenney, director of!
the Idaho Institute of Rﬂ'lig'iousl
Education. 1
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PSYCHOLOGIST
FREED AFTER
COURT TRIAL

Federal Judge After Long
dJury Deliberation

MOSCOW, Idaho, May 20.—U.R)
Fronte R

=D

of “Psychiana,” was acquitted fo-
day of charges of falsifying a pass-
port application.

A federal jury deliberated seven
and a half hours last night, reach-
ing a “not guilty” verdict around
midnight. The sealed verdict was
opened by Judge C. C. Cavanah,
Boise, this morning shortly after
%o;ut convened at 10 a. m. (P. S

DROP CHARGES

The verdict found Dr. Robinson
innocent of all four of the charges
of the indictment that were intact
after five days of the trial that
opened last Thursday. They
charged Dr. Robinson with “falsely,
wilfully and Xknowingly” making
the following misstatements in &
| passport application in 1934:

(a) He was a citizen of the
United States; (b) he was born in
New York; {c) he had never been
out of the United States, and (d)
that his father was dead.

Judge Cavanah eliminated a
fifth clause regarding residence of
Dr. Robinson’s father in America
between 1883 and 1887, since tbe
prosecution had introduced no evi-
dence concerning it.

THREE COUNTS

The original secret indictment of

Dr. Robinson, returned by a fed-

eral grand jury in Boise ¥February
12, contained three counts, two of
which were eliminated as repeti-
tions by Judge Cavanah in the
opening arguments.

The prosecution brought to the
stand seven witnesses from New
|York, Washington, D. C.; Canada

1

Sealed Verdlct Opened by

| and England.
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Wal quantity might cause. diffi-
culties. }“
ROBINSON Q

MOSCOW, Idaho, May 20 (&—A
federal court jury today acquitted,
Frank B. Robinson, internationally’
known founder of a psycho-religious
movement, of charges of falsifying a
| passport application.
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ROBINSON FREED
BY FEDERAL JURY

MOSCOW, I

0, May 20. (#)—A
" federal court jgry. today acquitted

. |¥Frank B. Robin internationaily

. known founder of a psycho-religious
imovement, of charges of falsifying a
|passport appl.cation.

The jurors reached their verdict!
| shortly before midnight !ast night
_after about five and a half hours of
deliberrtion.
bailiffs and returned wheu court was
conyened shortly after 10 6'clock this
oorning.

The government contended Robin-
son’s statements in the passport ap-
J'plIcation that he was bornr in the
| United States and wss a citizen of
'the United States were false. Actu-
ally. it iusisted he was born in Eng-
Igland.

Willis Turner. a farmer, foreman
of the jury, said six ballots were teken,
the first being slx to three for acquit-
| tal.
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Rellglous Worker

Tried on Passport -
Charge Acquitted

Moscow, Idaho, May 20.-(#)-A fed-
eral court jury today acquitted
Frank B. Robinson, internationally
known founder of a pyscho-
religious movement, of charges of
falsifying a passport application.

‘The government contended Rob-
inson’s statements in the passport
application that he was born in the
United States and was a citizen of
the United States were false. Ac-
tually, it insisted, he was born in
England.

In addition to being the leader of
the religious movement, Robinson
is interested in several Moscow
business ventures, ‘including a drug
store, a newspaper and a business
office buildiing.
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Robmson Acquitted
COW, 1daho, May 20. (UP)
B. Robinson, found-
er of “I's -:-hiuna," was acquftted
today of ‘charges of falsifylng a
passport application,
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It was sealed by the
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K Frank B. Robinson is
\* Acquitted by Federal Jury

Dr. Frank B. Robinson, Moe-!
cow‘ defendent in & suit anc
charged with falsifying infor-
mation to obtain a pastport, wa:
found not guilty by a jury ir
federal court. The jury, afte:
eight hours returned its verdic:
of not guilty at 12:30 Tuesdas
night and at 10:00 0°clock Wed
nesday morning the court clerk
'read the verdict to the de-
--f!!] dﬂ Nt — 2

The trial which lasted four
days became international in its
scope, with witnesses brough:
to Moscow from England and
Canada. The guit ¢entered abou
the birthplace of the defendant,
who stated it was in the state of |
New York; the governmen!
seeking to prove that he was @
British subject. It was stated
that while Robinson was bors in
the United States, it was the
wish of his parents, natives of
England, to have their son re
|corded as u subject of England.
'It was reported that the de-!
fendant was born in the Unites
|States while his parents wey

ihere over aishortperiod of years
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JURY ACQUITS PSYCHOLOGIST

Ivmmdtr
Wins Freedom in Passport Ca.se
Moscow, Ida., May 20 — (AP) —

Tederal court
J jury today acqu!tted
Frank B Robinson, internationally

of Religious Movement

;:;own founder of a psycho-religious
vement, of charges of falsifying |
n pnssport. applmau |
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