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Head of Péychiana
Began Career as
Drug Clerk

BY HERMAN EDWARDS
Staff Writer, 'The Oregonian

I HAVE TALKED with the
man who says he talked with
God. He also says that you and
I may talk with God, here and
now, any time.

If you read the ‘‘pulp” maga-
zines you will have guessed by
this time that he is Dr. Frank
B. Robinson of Moscow, Idaho.
You will recognize him as the
founder of the mail order, psy-
chology-religion, Psychiana,

Robinson and Psychiana are
names to be reckoned with,
despite any individual opinion
as .to the merit of the psycho-
religion or the integrity of
Dr. Robinson. They have sky-
rocketed into a position of in-
ternational prominence, mainly
tl'grough the unorthodox, star-
tling advertising methods em-
ployed by this master mind of
a new thought movement,

Typical of Robinson is the
_breath-taking, doubt-challeng-
ing phrase, “I talked with God,”
u_/ith which he heads his adver-
tisements. He places these *‘ads”
before millions at a cost of
thousands of dollars a month.

FOLLOWERS:
Run Inio Many
Thousands

This man, once a Portland
drug clerk, rose with an initial
borrowed stake of $500 from
the obscurity of a Moscow drug
store prescription room to lead-
ership of the religious move-
ment that has an estimated fol-
lowing of three-quarters of a
million persons.

Typical of Robinson is his chal-
lenge that he “can start the
greatest religious revival the
world has ever known” if he
can get sufficient funds.

Psychiana, born in the pre-
scription room of the Moscow
drug store, written by the drug
clerk in spare time, is ten years
old. With Psychiana there came
to Dr. Robinson the “God pow-
er” that lifted him to a position
of financial importance in
Idaho.

Typical of him is the boast in
advertising copy, as a sort of
testimonial to the potency of

“this new=*“God power,” that I

own control of the largest circu-
lating daily newspaper in my
county; I own the largest office
building in my city; I drive a
beautiful limousine; I own my
own home, which has a lovely
pipe organ in it---”

Robinson is no supine proph-
et. He attacks vehemently the
institution he calls ‘‘orthodox
religion,” says it is built on
;.‘.ear and superstition and that it
is decadent. He dispenses this
unsolicited advice to churches—
“discard this story of Jesus
Christ.”

Critics call him atheist, char.
latan, faker, the modern Bar-
num of religion. They say he
has grown immensely rich at
the expense of the gullible,

Hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars pour into the coffers of
Psychiana from all corners of
the earth. Psychiana is the larg-
est user of the mails in the state
of Idaho. The postoffice depart-
n.lent conducted four investiga-
pons into the business, but Rob-
Inson and Psychiana emerged
unscathed.

Twice Robinson was haled
into court, once on passport
fraud charges, in which trial he
was acquitted, and again to re-
sist deportation proceedings,
which he successfully did. He
speaks often of ‘persecution”
and hints that certain churches
inspire attacks on him.

To criticis he replies that
Psychiana is a financial failure.
Then he counters with a direct
appeal for $1,000,000 to enable
him to send the “message” over
the entire world by means of
‘‘every newspaper and maga-
zine published and every radio
station.”

TEN YEARS:
Have Passed Since
First Stake Borrowed

He believes, he says, that “the
worid is waiting for the man
who can bring it a common-
sense conception of God,” and
unblushingly he says he thinks
he is that man and Psychiana
is that conception.

This is Dr. Frank B. Robin-
son, who took $400 of his first
borrowed stake ten years ago to
give new-born Psychiana its
baptism in the advertising pages
of a national magazine and saw
the dollars roll back in thou-
sands from that bold venture.

Let me say now that I shall
not attempt in this article to
discover proof of Dr. Robinson’s
statement that he talked with
God. Nor shall I try to analyze
Psychiana for its merits or lack
of them, nor quarrel with Rob-
inson’s followers or criticis.

My interest in Robinson and
‘Psychiana was strictly reporto-
rial when I stepped from a
Union Pacific train at Moscow
one morning at 8:45 o’clock to
meet Dr. Robinson by appoint-
ment.

He met me at the passenger
station. With him was C. W,
Tenney, who occupies the po-
sition of assistant director of
Psychiana.

Robinson is a big man, blond,
blue-eyed, cordial; a vital, pur-
poseful sort of man, evidently
in robust health. He looks the
part of the prosperous business
man, chamber of commerce
committee chairman, service
club member, home town
booster. There is nothing in
his appearance to suggest that
he might be a cult leader, a
prophet of a new religion.

Robinson’s age is approxi-
mately 53. Tenney is 66, ac-
cording to ‘‘Who’s Who in
America.” Graduate of Willam-
ette university and other
schools, former president of
Montana Wesleyan college and
of Gooding college in Idaho and
an ordained Methodist minis-
ter, Tenney brought to Psychi-

ana his M. A., Ph. B. and LL. D.

Dr. Robinson has three de-
grees, too, Ph. D,, D. D. and.-D.
Litt., but usually uses only the
D. D.

BUILDING:
Ranks Well Among
Moscow Siructures

Tenney put my bag in Dr.
Robinson’s big Cadillac. We
had breakfast at the hotel. Then
Dr. Robinson suggested, to start
the day, a tour of the Robinson
private enterprises.

We inspected the two-story
Robinson professional building
which, Dr. Robinson says, cost
him more than $50,000 and is
the finest in Moscow. The build-
ing supplies fine quarters for
Moscow doctors and also houses
the Robinson-owned prescrip-
tion pharmacy.

We visited the plant of the
Daily News-Review, housed in
its own brick building, a prop-
erty Robinson estimates to be
worth $75,000. He bought the
paper, a weekly operated in
another Idaho town, chiefly for
its printing plant. The former
owner, W, T. Marineau, came
along to run the shop in Mos-
cow.

They printed Psychiana lit-
erature in growing volume, and
put out a weekly paper. Soon
the weekly became twice-a-
week, then a daily.

We came to Psychiana’s own
building, a one-story brick
which, Robinson said, already
is outgrown. It is Psychiana's
fifth quarters.

From the hallway a door at
the left opens into Dr. Robin-
son’s comfortable study, where
he does most of his work. To
the right are other offices, for
Dr. Tenney, the business man-
ager, secretaries, assistants. In
the rear is Psychiana’s “work
shop,” its mailing department,
a big circular, revolving table
where the lessons are assem-
bled, addressing machimes.

This was near the end of

Psychiana’s “slack’ season. Ad-

vertising tapers off during sum-

mer months, is resumed vigor-
ously in the fall. Then the mail
pours in, and out, too. Psychi-

ana headquarters hums like a

great bee hive and keeps a

staff of 27 to 30 busy mailing

and assembling

In the study, by way of
starting the interview, I asked
Dr. Robinson to explain his
theory of God.

“God is the invisible spirit
of life,” he said, and then pre-
sented it in another way:

“We believe and teach that
the invisible life which is in
us is the spirit of God dwelling
in us, and that all may draw
upon that supreme presence for
everything needed in this life
and in spiritual life forever
more.”

Psychiana, said he, changes
God from an abstract theory
to a living, vital power. No
longer does God occupy a far-
away throne in some myste-
rious realm in the heavens,
but he is here, now, and every-
one who becomes aware of his
presence may talk with him.

Psychiana rejects m its en-
tirety the story of the nativity,
crucifixion and resurrection of
Jesus Christ, spurns it as a
pagan myth employed by the
Hindu religion 1500 years be-
fore the birth of Christ and
by many other religions that
had similar “crucified gods"
of their own.

The fact that any student
of Psychiana can talk with God
and simplicity are the key-
notes of this creed. Espe_cially
simplicity. It is quite as s'xmple
as the hump in the hairpmn, an
idea said to have been wo.rth
millions to the chap who first
stumbled across it.

!






“He looks the part of a pros-
perous business man, cham-
ber of commerce commitiiee
chairman. service club mem-

ber. home town boosier.”
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The fine brick home of Dr. Frank B. Robinson, head of Psychiana, in Mos-
cow, Idaho. It boasts a pipe organ., which is one of Dr, Robinson’s hobbies,

Dr. C. W. Tenney.
above. an ordained
Methodist minister
and one-time head of
Montana Wesleyan
college and of Good-
ing college in Idaho,
is Dr. Robinson’s
chief assistant in di-
recting the work.

In one Year some 75~
000, pieces of
printed maiter. les-
sons. pamphlets, leaf-
lets and odds and
ends of printed mat-
ter went through the
mail desk at left.
Psychiana is said to
be the largest yser of

the mails in Idaho.

Names of thousands upon
thousands of Psychiana fol-
lowers are kept in business-
like files in Psychiana’s one-
story headquarters building.
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