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'Test Tube' Life Hopeless? 
Two Scientists Disagree 

LEICESTER, England, Sept. '1+ that a motor or even a footprint 
(U.P.>.-Scientists may as well 1 came s~ontaneously into ex!st
abandon hope that life some day enc~ Wl~hout the intervention 

of d1recbve forces? 
will be produced in a test tube, "Why, then, should we accept 
members of the British .associa· the spontaneous origin of liv
tion for the Advancement ot ing matter? 
Science were told by a leading "I am inclined to think that 
biologist today. the intrinsic properties of liv-

Dr. James Gray, Cambridge ing matter are as mysterious 
professor. predicted that the mys- and as fundamental as the in
tery of life never will unfold it· trinsic properties of the mole
self to man. cule of a radio-active sub-

He contended that life must be· stance." 
regarded as something that ex
isted "from the beginning," rath· 
er than having evolved from in· 
animate materials. Dr. Gray said: 

"Biology provides not one 
shred of observational evidence 
to support the spontaneous ori
gin of living matter in the world 
today. Would any serious cred
ence be given to the suggestion 

NEW YORK, Sept. 7 <U.PJ. 
Creation of human life in labora
tories "seems not only possible but 
likely," Dr. Alan Frank Gutt
macher, associate at Johns Hop
kins University in Baltimore, pre
dicts in a book called "Life in the 
Making," published here today by 
the Viking Press. 


