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Earl Cash. Foreman of bridge construction and maintenance. 

Born in Douglas~ N.D. at a time when lignite (soft coal) sold for 

50 cents a ton. Earl called a spade a spade~ shot straight from the 

shoulder, no pussyfooting around. 

(Following is a conversation I had with Earl in 1981. H1s 

comments tell better than anyone else could, about working on the 

Camas Prairie Railroad and its earlier days. Earl and I were 

randomly looking at his photographs and this is his story about 

tho~;::.\7:! p:i.C:: tUl"F:!~::;.) 

EC. 11 l.-\i:i.l1:i.ston., N.D. h~:·~.d t:hE?! la.Y'SJe~::;t lisJn:i.te coal mine in 

the world. Now they've struck oil there -- they had it on the news 

tht.~: othE~l" n :i.<:Jht:. 11 

1···1 F< • 11 D i dn ., t t h c::::· y c~ on v f:? r t ') o Y' c h c:'. n SJ f:? , t h E! f i r·· e b o ~-~ f:? s on t he (iN 

E·:n•::J i nes t:o usE! l i srn i tE?? 11 

EC. 11 -YF.~~:\l'··s as1o the~ ... ! clic:l .. You knouJ an! .... Jthin<.:.:J .::\bout li<.:;Jn:i.te'? 11 

I···IP. 11 '/·JF::ll, wE~ bui"riE·!d :it up th£0i'··e du.rin ~.:J t h E:~ SE~conc:l tJJoY··ld wa·!'' yc:-:~a·l'···:::; 

in the <Conscientious Objector) camp I was in. It was smoky as the 

di ckE·!n~:; and al.J fell .::·tpar't· E:'.s it bU l"nf:~d. 11 

EC.. 11 I·.· Yf:.~ mined :i. t ·~ 11 

HF~. ~~~-JE~ usc-:-::c:l to p<::~.y $].. ~j(Z·j i0. ton in lrJi 11 iston. 11 

EC. 11 0h hell., -I've sDld m.::,.n~::J·J man~=J tons fDr ~:itll cent~-==- a. tCJn. Wh£0r·e I 

lived there in North Dakota you could go out there to the Missouri 

River and that coal will crop Dut of the bank" When I was a snot-

~I 



nosed kid, they had the mines about six miles from where we lived. 

You'd take a team of horses and you'd strip off 6-7 feet of dirt 

and then you'd have a foot of slack coal in big knots, and then 

you'd have a 6 foot vein of coal and then you'd have a foot and a 

half bottom vein of coal. It comes in three sections. It was my job 

-l::o ~] D dc:.r.JJTl ,·::tnc:l Y'un ·t~h(·~·~ purnp to pump wat~::r·· out of thE·:·~ p:i. t u 
11 

HF<. 11 1~::; thr::? Y'i<;;Jht r.!.ID1"d 11 !::~c::ol"i.:::\ 11 ·-·· .. •• the::~ clay on t:op of· l:i.<:;n:i.t:E~? ThE·! 

lignite might catch fire somehow by lightning and fire the clay 

abovE~ it? So1"t of ,'::!. b·!"·:i.ck·~··c:olor't:~d stuff .. 11 

J:::C .. 11 .T'h,::·tt:• -;;:; Y'i<;.:Jht .. U~;:;(·:.;~d tD in!:Stc:\ll it all the WC:t~·:~ fY'C)J'I'I an inch to a 

foot thick on top of the roads. Have it on the Camas Prairie -- but 

it's mouse-colored back there, practically white -- yellowish 

LUh:i.te .. 11 

H !~ .. 11 Yo Lt 1 i k e c:l w o 1" k :i. n g f· o ·!"· t hE:~ ·," e:'. i 1 ·f"· o ad ., d :i. d n ., t !.::J cJ u ? 11 

EC .. 11 YE~S, I E~njoy~:·:~cl WOY'k:i.nsJ for the Y'E•.ill"Oi::\d. I WOi"kE!d ther'e '~· ·l 

years and I never missed a payday. They always knew where I was at 

and I was always there. I went to work on the 9th of June~ 1920 and 

I was made assistant foreman the 1st of July, 1921; and 1 was 

foreman September 1925. I went right up the ladder. I wasn't doing 

it b~~ sitting c::an th<·:-:! ·fE·~ncc.~ uJ:i.th ITI!:.·J thumb up m~ .. J a-::::.!::>. 11 

HF~ 11 ~J~:::y··t:~ ~ .. ~ou :i. n\/Dl \lE~d Lr.Ji 'l::h constl"uc::t ion Dl" ITI<'::I.i ntr=.~nanc:E·~, Ol" r..uhE•.t·? 11 

r::c .. 11 F::\lf:?!l"~::J-I::hin9~ 1,-'.,lt-? built: thE:i.t linE~ fl"OIT! Orofino to HE!C:•.dCI.UC'.l"tel":::; i.n 

(lc?,lt·S ... lt7') ''In 1933., .::.-\l"Dund Chr'i::sttTrC:\::::. tirnE~, the~ .... J hE:r.c:l thl"E•e fr.0i::·?t ('Jf 

snow and then they got a Chinook wind and rain and it just wiped 

that whole country out~ Changed the creek channel when they rebuilt 

the line .. Hell, we rebuilt, and built, several bridges. I was the 

youngest foreman and I had to work nights. They had the track 

foreman - working days .. And they had th1s engineer who was always 



drunk and raising hell. This guy and I didn 1 t get along worth a 

damn. l 1 d do twice as much in the nighttime as they would in the 

cj,:-:;_~Jt im<·:·:~ .::·:\nc:l th<::l.t cau.:3<:0d f1'"· i ct :i.on. 11 

H F< • 11 I."J h E7 n ~ .. J o u 1.!1 o l" k e c:l at n i g h t ·1 1.1.1 hat· d :i. d ~-~~ o u u -::::. e f o l" 1 :i g h t s? 11 

EC. ••t,...J<:.z. hE:\cl li 1:::J ht::5 on th<·:? p:i.lecir·ivE?!l'"· a.nc:l th~::=n tt•e h~:\c:l bi~.:J <~=JC.i.::S 1~::\mps. 

I had a Delco light plant that generated juice --110 volts. Then I 

had a string of lights, about 100 feet long that had lights about 

every 30 feet. I had them in my car. I keep that on a reel and JUSt 

.,.., E·~ E·~ 1 i t out an d s t i c:: k i t up on so ITt e p o 1 E~ ::::. C.i n d he 1 1 'J i t w a:::; ~::\ ::::. 

bi" :i. <:.:J h t Ct.~:; d.:::t!::J t :i. ri"!E~ 11 II ( :1. 93t(.~J "·· ·~."~),!J . ) 

1···1 F<.. 11 D i d ~ .. J ou. I.J.JOi" k on br' :i. ds;J c-:::::~ on thE·~ Cii'"· <::'. n <] E~\/ :i. 11 E: 1 :i. n r:~? 11 

EC. 11 0h y<:·?s;. r\11 of tht:?m. 11 

HI~ .. ~~~,..lht:.~~n did thE.?Y put that neLu hiqhtu.:?.Y (l.J~:;9~:)) thY'Dugh up neai" 

E C.. 11 In ·.·53 Oi" ·.• ~j .t~ somewhere in there .. Because I was supervisor 

wht::?n it was put in .. 11 

H H.. 11 Th E?.!.7J h Et d to bt...t. :i. 1 c:l E:l. n r::=u.J br :i. ci~.:J F.:~ f Oi" t: h f.~~ r a :i. 1 r oa c:I·J d i c:l t h f-0~·.-J? 11 

E c II II T h f.7 !::.1 b u i 1 t t ttl 0 0 f t h (·?.71TI " II 

I···IR. 11 HC:)IJ.J old c-:·tre the ti"<7:~stlE?~~- u.1ay up above? ((:ir'angeville LinE?) 11 

E C • 11 T h (~ H 1..11 a f::; b u i 1 t a bout: l 9 0 0 • 11 

( <.;;; i c) 

1· ··11~ .. ~~~,_Jf:.-~11, thE-?!-:.~ rnu~::;t h;;;\ve bE:~f:::~n replac::<:-::od since thr-::n .. 11 

~:::c. ll\(es. 
11 

( 7') HI~.. 11 ~3a~.J 'J !-...4DU.' i"F.= a SJODcl 1 ook i ng <~~u~-:.1 u ( 1926) 11 

EC. 11 D-:::tmn Y'ight I tu<3.<.::; a gc:)oc:l looking ~3UY ~ 11 

(3) HRu n·rhis is br·:i.d<]e ~*'+6? 11 
( :t.C?:21.) 

(3l) EC. 11 This; wa::~; ta.kE·n in 19:2(2) .. lAJr:~ h<"~'.d E:\ b:i.<] washout dOI.J..ITl her' €::! at 

Wilma (about 6 miles west of Lewiston). Tied the road up for 31 



days; there are 3 or 4 handcars. (1920) 

(~]., l]) EC. ''Hi:.'::~Y'i!.:-:.•' ~;; <~n (~?n<;3:i.nr:.:~ he \"e :; l!JE~nt int:o thF.~ ·f'··:i. \leY" .r.:\bou.t· :;;:: 

rnilE0S ec:i.~;;t Df LE\I..t.Jsiton .. [,-JF!! l1Ja~::; tak:i.nq it out of thE~ Y"i'v'E:l''· .. " 

(~:i, .~J·) 21) t::c: .. ''HE!l"f.='} s c-:·1. wet?::~d bur·ner.! w<::l.!-:.-J dot.J.Jn the t:1"a.ck .. I h.::\cl ,:·:\ 

model T Ford motor car .. I borrowed a spray t ank from my daddy-in

law; and we had four such cars with barrels of water. I'd be right 

behind them pretty close, and we'd go along after the weed burner 

(56) E:C .. ''This i~:;;. L .. E:l.W~ . .Jr:::~i":·~:;; Can~.:ron bi"idgr::..~ t.tnc:IE·~·f"· c::onst:r·uc::t:i.on in 

1908, up the Grangeville line .. That's the only damn picture I know 

of in the c::ou.n ti"Y of· that br· i dge (under cons ti"u.ct ion) .. '' 

( .t.,. l .1 ..r.,. :~:: ., it· 3 ) E C .. " T h :i. ~~. :i. ~;;; !::l \" i d g <:·:~ tt. ,::,. 0 ., I t: h :i. n k .. ~~ h E? n ~:.:1 o u. 1 :i. ·f' t t h o ~::; F!:~ 

timbers down you had to put a line over there to pull them timbers 

Di~f thE~ bi"id<:.=Je. ( l9:~::1.)" 

( :1. '·' ..r.,., l ~'1·1 :1. 2, 2:;;:: ., 2:-5., 2/~,.) E C.. '' ·r h :i. ~::; :i. ~:; L.atu~:.:l er· '} ~.; C.:~. n ~·.:1 on br·· :i. dg r-: C:\ n c:l tLif2 '} i" E·: 

(;3E?t t: i no:;.~ i"eC:i.d~J to \"f:'~Y"'E?W thE·? t i E:·~s.. ( :B1" :i. d~3F.:~ :lt23 'J :1.923 81. :1. r~;42) " 

(~jC!.J) EC .. "This i~::. up .:::\bovE· Pif:~rce, 1··1P 22 .. ~Ale was putting a c:ouplf.?. 

cr~ek) just washed that bridge out completely. It was a nice place 

1:: CJ 'f iSh u ( :1. 93./.f. ) II 

<27) EC .. " 'T'h:i.s is a trc-:\in engineer probably went to sleep - and 

Y' -.::t n i n t o t he Y' o c: k ~:;; 1 i de .. 1\1 o b o d y i:.:J o t h u r t: • ( 1. c,;; s:,. 6 , a b o v E·:~ Len o 1" r:::~ , 

r2 n (~.! :i. n e =~ l. 6 1 B ) " 

( 2 9 ., 3 :'5 ) E .. C .. " H (::!! Y" E~ a r f.?. so JT1 f2 p i c:: t u \" f2 ~=; c1 f' roc:: k s 1 i d E'0 ::; .. T h i :::. h a p p f::~ n e c:l 

t h i s s :i. de of HE· u. b r::..~ n ::; on East e Y' Sun d ·:::l. y , 1 9 .<.t- li) • 11 

1 .. ·11=< .. " T. h i -~:::. 1" o c: k w a~==· n 1 t too h €:.'::~ <::1 v y ? 11 

5'f 



,. 

EC .. 11 0h no. T"h:i.s is rnh:J h-::·:\·nd ITIE:\dt::.:· ucr··-::-:tb 11 
.. ~·.Jt::? put .:::t cou.nt.::.~r'b.:3.l<:•.nc::<~ 

over here. That didn't cost the company a dime to make that thing; 

:i. -1:: ... ::::. t h ~:-? b t::.:• -:::; t t h i n Sl t h t~? ~.1 f::: \/ E~ r·· h C:l. d .. 11 

( 2 .1 :1. .t.~ ) E C .. u H t::.:· Y' r:::.• ., t h :i. ~:; i s tun n f? 1 # 3 .. lAJ r:-: c:: u t on f!:! tun n r:::~ 1 on top o f 

a. n 0 t hE·! l" i:: U. n n e ]. Et n d We USE·! d ·::; (·::!! \1 E! Y' (::\ 1 b 0 ::·: Cay·· S 0 f CD l" d t!J DC) d • ( 1"·1.::;.. h:J 2 :1. , 

conductor. It's the first bridge you go underneath after you leave 

C:u]. df2SC"tC. 11 

(9., :l.:i.•) :1.6·} 1.7) t::::c .. n·rhc-•.t:·~=· in :1.9:2:)~ t:hEit.t.'s br··id<::_l(·:0 =1*66 .. U::;r:.-:!d to bE~! ut:.1 

near Grangeville, but it's filled in now. No bridge anh:J more. 

!···IP .. 11 Th(~SF:~ ar(~·:: s.1ood r:·ic::·tu.l"E:~::;······-~~·il 

were to help get it out .. We were working 5 days a week. I wanted to 

work half ~day on Saturday and half a dah:J on Monday so we could 

t a k <·:·:: t h f:? t l" a in do tun .. ( Y' i dr:.0 t h r.0 t r C:l. in ba c:: k 1: o Lr::::u..t is ton ) • But t h f?. 

guys didn't want it that way~ theh:J wanted Saturdays off. So I took 

the train and said, 'Go ahead and do what you want to do' .. Sunday 

morning it was raining here, and I got to Nucrag. One guy stah:;ed up 

there; he said between 7 o'clock in the morning and 7 o'clock at 

night theh:J had 26 inches of snow. Theh:J couldn't get back up with 

t hE· ITI 0 t 0 lr. c ,;:·1. y·· t h •='· t El IT! i 1 E~ :::. up t h e l" E! u II ( :1. 9 3 7 ) 

(3~:~) 1-··lfiu 11 VOU Pl"Ob-::·:\blh:J don·' t ]. :i.kE~! thi·:~; <;.:Ji::l.S f.-?lE~~c:tr:i.c-·-··~··· 11 

E: C 11 n T h E:\ t 1.!.1 -::-:\ ~::; on a t l" i Et J. 1" u n .. T hi::\ t ., s ITt e on t hE·?.· 1 0"!! f t: 11 lrJ E~ ::-; t o p p e d C:i n d 

ss 



(l···lc-:·•.1"-'s; photo 2:1.:1.-··2lltH) EC~ .. 11 HE•l"E0.1 S t:hi:":\t br·ic:l<~JE:' ~:.JDU wt::~l"P t:.::i.lk:i.ng 

( 3 2 'J 3 7' 'J 3 B ) E C .. 11 T h e r f:7~ ' s; rn o l" e s n ow p i c: t u r·· E· s ; ~~; h o Lv ~:::. yo t...t h o tv h i g h t: h ~::~ 

snow (gets up in the cuts on the prairie). That's a passenger 

c::oc:\ c: h.. ( :1. c_1:37) 11 

( :1.5) EC .. •• ·rhE?l''e···s:. <.-:..nothf?!!l" pictL.t.r'e of thi::tt br'idge; th-:::\t p:i.ct:U.i"f.0.1 s; 

tr.t y·· on ~J ., i t ~::; E•. y ~~; l 91Zt f e f? t .. I t ' s on 1 ~ 9 ~.J 1:: E:~ e t h i g h • ( t h t:~ l" o ad ) c: o tT1 e s 

thr··ou•:.::Jh thE·:·~l"''f2 .. Now it go<·?-::; clf:?ar·· to thE) top. (ca. 1'?::30?) 11 

(2f.3) EC .. ···rha.t:·~; l·<~·~.rni<:":i.h; t:hE~~::J c:ouldn···t <:.:Jet in .. ThE:i.t· .. ~~; the bl":i.d<Jf? 

,::i. cr os::. t: h <~? l'"· i vr.-f!r· t h f?l"'' f!:). 11 
( :1. 929) 

HH.. 11 (...,!h ,::r. t: ., s; pr·· i nq t h-:":"H!.'? 11 

E:c .. 11 YE•p .. II 

( - ~::) ·"/ ., ~5 f:3 ) E: C. 11 ·r his is t: h <·:7! co~·~.l dock 'J r :i. <J h t h f!:~r f.::! :i. n LE~I.!.J :i. :::.ton .. T h <-::.·~:J 

neglected the damn coal dock and it got rotten and the~ were 

pulling up a car of coal one day and the goddam thing gave way .. 

Nobody got hurt, b~ the grace of God .. It hung there by a big cable, 

and everybody stood around with their mouths open .. So I got an axe 

c-:tnd cut that 1;.;JDdclarn cablE~ i:':\nd lE!!t t:hE? thing f'~::\11 .. (ca .. 1.9i.~L~) 11 

(2~).,::30) EC: .. 11 That's dou.Jn thf2 l''iver' h<:::!r'e a tua~J. F"rei<;:Jht train just 

went by. There's a lady across the river, got up early in the 

about 5 o'clock - the freight train had just gone b~ and 

there was a sharp crack of lightning and thunder and the hi llside 

C::DIT!(0~ down ju~:~.t as th<~:! frei<~:Jht tl''·C":\i n wr.~~ni:: by .. 1\lobod!:::t got hur't.. ( c:a . • 

<~:)~).,59) EC .. u ......... ·-this thin<;J Ci::l.ps:i. zed .. ·rh:i.r.-:; :i.<.:::. that r.~n<;;Jinr:.:! I was 

telling you about the moosh (?) boom, right here in lew iston 

right across from the depot .. And here's an aerial picture I had 

t{::iken of thE·~ I.JJrt::::•c:k. 11 
( j_C):::i:l.) 


	MG183_F08_060p001
	MG183_F08_60p001
	MG183_F08_60p002
	MG183_F08_60p003
	MG183_F08_60p004
	MG183_F08_60p005

