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eadquarters branch, this was the case of one of the NP oil 
#164~ and they were going up to Hdqtrs branch and they hit a 

slip-off and the locomotive turned over on the left side and slid down 
'nto a hole We had another bad one, I think it was in 1953, they had 
3 or steam engines involved and a snowplow. There was a f~lity 
involved there. The passenger train was at the wrong place iDQ t~ 
snow was very bad aucis fh" " Sf ee"E ont a. --and a freight train was up 
there too, the local from Grangeville was up there somewhere--they sent 
a snow plow out with a wedge plow with two locomotives and a caboose. 
He got u there and he picked up the passenger train and they~ picked 
up the ocal also, so he had two trains, and 4 engines was what they 
had alto ather and they went tearing up through the co ntry and at 
(sounds ike "Fenn _If) Idaho they derailed--the coal ca derailed but 
they were 't aware f it. The snow was so deep it staye on the track 
until they got to t e first switch at Grangevil e then e rything went 
"Kaput" an they t rned the locomotives over. 
~L~ You m n al the way from Craigmill up t 
off the trac ? 
BC: Oh no, f om off the track. 
HAL: That's a 0 Grangeville? 
BC: About six far as that' concerned, 
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the rotary, we was oil f red--and then we 
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there trying t pr bahly 15 feet deep 
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the snow plow tarte sideways. I ran down the bank. Tll 
evidently was not awa e of it at e couldn't see a thing. 
down there an hollere at them, 't off. You're derailed. 
it off. II So he shut t thing off and it was pretty bad. It 
off the trac but it wa in the cut a d they had just about a 

through there alread • 

if there was any traffic down there, 
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now. 
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BC: I think once or twice a week they go to KKKK%K Kendrick. 
HAL: Yeah, but I was under the impression that they didn't use any of 
that part at all. But they do? What about their tying into the 
("Benemot"???) line? 
BC: I think that's the general consensus. I don't know exactly what the 
dealM~ll be there. Actually, after you leave Moscow you got Troy and 
Kenny' and Juliett~ A pretty good size sawmill at Julietov that did give 
them some business and that might be the salvation there, I don't know. 
HAL: Is there some . talk of about Camus Ferry wanting to get that? 
BC: Not really. But if it were to be salvaged that would be the ideal 
situation, to go from Arrow Junction as far as Kendrick with Camus Ferry 
crews, rather than have to come down the mountain just to get one car 
and go back up again. 
HAL: Would that mean significant business? KK 
BC: No, I don't think they're movin~that much. Then again, Kendrick, 
if I recall, ~ Lewig" Grain Growers have the elevators 
at Kendrick, if I remember, now I'm not sure about that. Also, Julietta. 
Lewi~rain Growers is almost exclusively trucking now and with their big 
barge facilities on the KKYVKK river at Lewiston. 
HAL: " ? Any unusual problems in maintenance 
~ or 'n the repair of steam locomotI es that y can recall? 
BC: No, t wasn't 00 bad. 
~ __ ~~~~~y. he former roundhouse 
mechanical rna an he was exceptional. 
quite some time e lives in Washington 
HAL: Oh, I know erb Banks. 
BC: His replace --or one of them was--A 
retired. Pat s ano er real good roundho 
was well taken are of a the way through 
much problem, specially 'th steam engines 
Banks had ever thing right n the button. 

natural 
retired for 

son who's now 
a d the motor power 

nd really, yo did not have too 
Because when they came in 

HAL: Do now the story of when he went, up--not too long ago--well, 
maybe it s while back, to get an old locomotive and bring it to 
South Dakata somewhere? 
BC: That was e old 6 It was a NP locomotive once and they sold it 
to Nezperce rail oad. ut NP decided they wanted~ocomotive so they 
lined up the Lewi orces un the direction of Mr. Banks, to go 
up and repair that c motive or mo mente They rought it down to 
Lewiston and worked i over some more t et it i suitable operating 
condition X as far as was concerne , and w~nt to Spokane and 
I don't rmemeber to mind that they loaded 
it on a flat car go they really worked it 
over and they now u 
HAL: Is it operab / 
BC: No, no steam. a 10 9 time it ~s sitting the the Pasco 
roundhouse. / 
HAL: When was t at, that it was taken out of Nezperce . 
BC: Well, it ha to be before I'd s yearly' 50's. 
HAL: And Herb s in charge of that whole ting? 
BC: Yes. Ther gain, I have colored slides of that old 684. 
BC: I can tell you another interesting story. The Nezperce RR got ahold 
of--a believe they were old Plymouth-~- locomotives. Plymouth diesel. 
HAL: The ones they have now, you mean? 
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BC: No, no, no. These were oldtimers. No, those were steam engines 
that I'm thinking about. Anyway, they had two of them. I won't say 
it's funny, I can't remember this. We had a derailment on the 
Camas Prairie on the mountain going down, I guess it was. Called for 
two engines and them came and pulle d the train backwwrds ups the 
mountain. «This apparently was "Joe Lutz"» 
HAL: Because you didn't have ny motor power on the other side? 
BC: Right. But they rought both locomotives over but they were not 
multiple cont olled-- hat why I hink tney were diesel--but I just 
can't quite re'plember. /.' 
HAL: I' e seeh pictu es berore they got these GE'S, they had 
some wit a little cab and a motor out in front. Kind of 
funny 100 ing. 
BC: Righ_. We 1, this . uy he tied the throttle open on one and ran 
back and gpt on the otper one and he had ropes and strings and everyt 
else, wire, run ing from one engine to the other to try to control 
throttle.lt was quite a sight. 
HAL: They d Q the job? 
BC: Oh yeah, they finally got it up there. They didn't take but a few 
cars at a tim e , but they got it up. 
HAL: The ~ motto of that is, always keep some motor cars on the 
uphand side. 

C: Our problem was we could never get enough motor power to run what 
we had. 
HAL: Is he operating again? «Joe Lutz??» 
BC: No. 
HAL: But he's got all those rail box cars off? 
BC: I don't know that. I guess he has; I don't know. I know he had them 
up there for a long time. He got into quite a fight with them. 
HAL: Well I heard he got pretty good rent out of that, didn't he? 
BC: Oh yes, but the troubl is he kind of abandoned the line and so the ICC' 
~ id they must n~ been anything wrong with th line--you've got 
cars sittin on it and the got into quite n arguement. 
HAL: Sort 0 like if you' e listed as a com on you'd better start 
carrying? Ho long has j t Lutz owned that? 
BC: Late 50's think or early 60's. 
HAL: Is he a ve hable man? 
BC: He's a heck 0 A nice guy. 
HAL: I want to go I want to get ahold 0 if I can. 
BC: I see him. quite , en. He's a millionaire ran 
HAL: I heard that, yea • He lives in Nezperce doe n 
BC: In fact, when you go from the town of Craigm nt Nezperce, when 
you go up that way, wh n y ., get up to the curve here ou' re gOing south 
into Nezperce he owns a big nch right ahead of that. 
HAL: What's your fee ing abou the CP? Did yo Did you like 
it as a railroad co~ any? 
BC: I was tickled t death to be able to come It was a 
lot of work because I was alone--n~relief. a better 
manager to work for.. 
HAL: You mean Bar ood? 
BC: Right. Had 't been anyone else, I'd pr bably have asked to get out 
of here on retire ent. As long as I got al ng with Joe--he was a good 
man to work for-- 0 problems. ~kled to b able to stay as long as I did. 
HAL: Everybody ays the Camas A is a un'que railroad because it's 
owned by two companies. In your opinion, what are the things that make it 
unique? 
BC: Well, for instance. Let's go into the traffic aspects of it. You 

,sVter.. " .. ,t:TpN. No 1CTJ.:::Hih. ~. 1 
had a UP agent down here. You had a B~PBB aDQ-----7---- down here. 
Each of them was trying to procure1business for his own railraod. Then 
you also had a Camas Prairiei agent down here. The Cama~ Prairie agent 
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as well as all of the officers on the Camas Prairie , had to be absolute y 
important. Consequently the CP agent, he was out there trying to get ~ 
business. All he wanted was railroad busine ss. But he couldn't say r 
"ship UP" or "ship BN". It was up to the other two agents. So, in a wa 
it was kind of funny because here you had three agents, one of them was 
after ra'lroad business and the other two were out for business for thei 
own rail ads. Revenues were divided on a per mile basis, anyway. 
Even the a ents out on the ine, they would say, have to ask the shipper 
haw he want to go. They were prohibited from showipg any partiality 
as far as whi h railroad eyed ship on. U d to be on the XKKXX~ loc ls 
up at Grangevi le, you ha to separate your ca s. You had t keep you 
NP cars in one ock and our UP in another blo Some NP cars would 
go down river to asco; thers would go to Spokan. You a ually had 
three separate blo ks f that train. Well, then ey go to where 
the yard did all th se regation as far as switchin the are into 
separate blocks. 

rtiality? 
way. 

HAL: Did you find in ctual practice there was real i p 
BC: Mr. Harw~ insis upon it and there was. No oth 
Down there after the e r er from the Great Northern sid 
never really been on the angeville branch, but they' 
we've handled trains on 3% own into Nelson, BC. I' And 
up there since then and pai particular attention to 

those guys had 
s y, nOh well, 

it's, I've been 
e track. 

HAL: Did you used 0 go up t ere? 
BC: No, I have be up there 'nce then just to 100. You know, one 
fellow, I took him up there and e went up the mount to about mile 
post 17 where you ould look up a d see the upper 1 el. Before that, 
I'd told him about this Nezperce ra'lroad up on top -a 14 mile railroad. 
He looked up ther and said, "Is tha the Nezperce railroad up there?" 
I kind of gave h' a line of baloney. The further up we went it finally 
dawned on him tha that's where we wer going. A yway, he changed his 
mind in a hurry nd told me, you don't ve to d anything, I'll make it. 
He said, "You're going to be here to com down t e mountain with me, 
aren't you?" When he saw the place he wa ed so ebody to ride with him. 
On this particular day we had probably 40 rs nd 2 GP-9's and I'd 
warned him about stopping with the train bun he. Here, again, we had' 
the retaining valves set on the cars. We stopped and he got off the 
locomotive to stretch. At about that timethe retaining valve started 
letting it go and bang, bang, bang goes XK the train and he's down on 
the ground! He had to run like heck to get on so he could get the brake 
et again. If he had been alone, you see what could have happened? 

BC: A very unusual incident happened in 1954 when they had these little 
gas/electri cars--ol galloping mooses, they called them. We ran them 
up to Gran eville and anothe to Stites. I had an engineer I was 
breaking i on that 9 s ele tric a it was a simple matter. 
Itt was so ething lik a st eet ou might s y. So we got to 
Orofino an · I had som busin s e care of her I told him I was 
going to st y there d for hi ites, turn the engine on the 
"Y". All h had wit tor--he di nit h ve any brakeman 
then you pi k me up back. So, way h went. Coming 
back into 0 ofino a the main c ossi above the epat- no signals there 
but I could ear h' whis lee I wal ed and th time a great big 
truck with a ull trailer load of lum er was st right across in 
track. I cou ook up there and see the engineer jump out the window 
of that gas-electric car. He probably slowed down to 15 or 20 miles 

! an hour but he jumped. Somehow the truck got out of the way. The 
\. as electric car came down and just stopped short of the depot. And 
\,/ 

the conductor, he got off. ~ He signaled the engineer to go ahead 
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:. some more. I said, ineer's back there" And there 

he was, 'talking do 
HAL: When did ey g sand electrics? 
BC: Long befor 
HAL: Did they ver se ) 

{
BC: Not on the am s Prai ie They sed RDC's between ~gok~ne ap 
Lewiston. ROC's d tl come ·nt ewiston, strictly on the NP side. 

: ve been ta king th Bill Clem and this is July 8th, I believe, 
or 9th. No, August. Bill was trainmaster and road foreman for the 
Camas Prairie. railroad. ~ 
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